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Polling News & Notes  

Overlooked Recent Polling And Insights ω October 30, 2008 
 
Which Poll Was Most Accurate In 2000 and 2004? As Election Day approaches, more and more polling firms 
have started tracking surveys to measure the day-by-day fluctuations of the race.  But do these tracking 
surveys yield more accurate results than traditional polls?  And which polling firm was closest to the mark in 
the past two election cycles? 

Four years ago, most of the tracking polls correctly forecast a Bush victory, with only two Democratic pollsters, 
Celinda Lake and Democracy Corps, incorrectly projecting a Kerry win.  Of the eight pollsters who made final 
vote projections, the LƴǾŜǎǘƻǊΩǎ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ 5ŀƛƭȅ/TIPP poll came closest to the mark, forecasting a Bush margin 
just 0.4 points different from the actual result.   

Final Vote Projections, 2004 

Pollster Survey Dates Bush Kerry Bush Margin Error  
(from Bush +2.5) 

Battleground: Tarrance 10/31-11/1 51.2 47.8 +3.4 +0.9 

Pew 10/27-10/30 51.0 48.0 +3.0 +0.5 

IBD/TIPP 10/30-11/1 50.1 48.0 +2.1 -0.4 

Harris 10/29-11/1 49.0 48.0 +1.0 -1.5 

Zogby 11/1-11/2 49.4 49.1 +0.3 -2.2 

Gallup 10/29-10/31 49.0 49.0 0.0 -2.5 

Democracy Corps 10/29-10/31 48.7 49.5 -0.8 -3.3 

Battleground: Lake 10/31-11/1 48.6 50.7 -2.1 -4.6 

 
In 2000, four of the six pollsters issuing final voter projections forecast a Bush win of the popular vote, while 
Harris came closest to the mark by predicting a dead heat. 

Final Vote Projections, 2000 

Pollster Survey Dates Bush Gore Bush Margin Error  
(from Bush -0.5) 

Voter.com 11/6 50.0 45.0 +5.0 +5.5 

Gallup 11/6 48.0 45.0 +3.0 +3.5 

Pew 11/5 49.0 47.0 +2.0 +2.5 

IBD/TIPP 11/6 47.9 46.0 +1.9 +2.4 

Harris 11/5 47.0 47.0 0.0 0.5 

Zogby 11/6 46.0 48.0 -2.0 -1.5 

 
IŀǊǊƛǎ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŘƻƛƴƎ ŀ ǘǊŀŎƪƛƴƎ Ǉƻƭƭ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ IBD/TIPP poll (10/23-10/27, LVs) have 
Obama leading by three points, a significantly narrower margin than many other major pollsters. ²Ŝ ǿƻƴΩǘ 
know until November 5th ǿƘƻΩǎ closest to the mark this year, but with more tracking polls than ever before 
(at least seven daily tracks at last count), the possibility for variance between polls is greater than ever.   
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