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Polling News & Notes  
Overlooked Recent Polling And Insights ω November 10, 2008 
 
Democrats Make Modest Gains In State Legislatures.  We all know that Democrats won the presidency and 
ƳŀŘŜ Ǝŀƛƴǎ ƛƴ ōƻǘƘ ƘƻǳǎŜǎ ƻŦ /ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎ ƛƴ ƭŀǎǘ ǿŜŜƪΩǎ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ ōǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘǳǊŜǎΚ  !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
the National Conference of State LegislaturesΣ 5ŜƳƻŎǊŀǘǎΩ Ǝŀƛƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ǎƭƛƎƘǘΣ ǇƛŎƪƛƴƎ ǳǇ Ƨǳǎǘ фп {ǘŀǘŜ 
House seats nationwide (out of 5,411 total) and 10 State Senate seats (out of 1,971 nationwide).  By 
comparison, when Ronald Reagan won the presidency in 1980, he brought 190 new Republican state house 
members and 112 GOP state senators with him. 

Five chambers shifted from Republican to Democratsτthe Delaware House, New York Senate, Nevada Senate, 
Ohio House, and Wisconsin Assemblyτwhile four shifted from Democrat or tied to Republican - the Montana 
Senate, Oklahoma Senate, and Tennessee House and Senate.  In the South, it appears Obama may even have 
ƘŀŘ άǊŜǾŜǊǎŜ Ŏƻŀǘǘŀƛƭǎέ ŦƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ 5ŜƳƻŎǊŀǘǎ ŦŀǊǘƘŜǊ Řƻǿƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀƭƭƻǘΥ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ŀǎ 
a whole, Republicans actually gained six state legislative seats.  In Tennessee, for instance, this is the first time 
since the Civil War that both the State House and State Senate have been GOP-controlled. 

Republicans Well-Positioned For 2010 Census: Based on projections by Polidata, the 2010 Census could 
allocate as many as four additional congressional districts to Texas, two to Arizona and Florida, and one 
district to a number of other states, while subtracting seats from states like Michigan, Ohio, New York, and 
Pennsylvania, among others.   
 
If the 2008 election had been held under post-2010 Census apportionments, John McCain would Ŏǳǘ hōŀƳŀΩǎ 
victory margin from 365-173 to 358-180.  The next GOP nominee in 2012 may receive a built-in boost of 7 
electoral votes, equivalent to winning Iowa this year, just from changing demography.  
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2010 Elections Will See Many Governors Term-Limited.  Democrats may have 57 or 58 Senate seats after the 
Řǳǎǘ ǎŜǘǘƭŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŦŀŎŜ ŀƴ ǳǇƘƛƭƭ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ǝŀƛƴǎ ƛƴ нлмлΦ  
Fifteen (15) Democratic Senate seats will be up in 2010, including potentially vulnerable incumbents in 
Arkansas, California, Colorado, and North Dakota.  Republicans will be defending as many as 20 Senate seats 
next cycle, but many of the races are not likely to be competitive. 

http://www.ncsl.org/statevote/statevote2008.htm
http://www.polidata.org/census/st006nca.pdf
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The 2009 and 2010 elections will also see the Democrats defend more Governors seatsτ21 to the 
RepuōƭƛŎŀƴǎΩ мсΦ  aŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ŜƳƻŎǊŀǘƛŎ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƻǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘŜǊƳ-limited in 2010, making for 11 open seat 
races out of 21, many in traditionally Republican states like Oklahoma, Tennessee, and Wyoming.  Democrats 
will also have to defend an open seat in VirginiŀΩǎ нллф ƎǳōŜǊƴŀǘƻǊƛŀƭ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ DƻǾΦ ¢ƛƳ YŀƛƴŜ ƛǎ ǘŜǊƳ-
limited and Republican Attorney General Bob McDonnell has already kicked off his campaign.  Eight 
Republican governors will also be term-limited in 2010, while eight GOP governors could run for re-election.   

Looking Ahead To 2010: Senate Races
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*Schwarzenegger may run, term-limited as governor
** Inouye will be 86 years old by 2010
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