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Sampson, Kyle e Ce ) . . :
From. I Sampson, Kyle . :
; ‘Sent: : - © Monday, January 08, 2008 10; OG AM
To: . ) Hanriet Mlérs (Harriet_Mlers@who.aop.gov). -
ge <7 il Kelley (william_k. kellay@whp.eop ov) : .
. Subject:’ : us. Aﬂorney Appointmants - FLEASE TREAT THIS AS- CGNF!DENTIAL e

PLEASE TREAT TH!S AS GDNF!DENTIAL

. “Hamiet, you hava askad ‘whether President Bush-should remova and replace U.S. A_ltomays whose faur-year terms have
expired, | recommaénd that the Department of Justice and the Ofﬂca of the cﬂunsal to the President work together to seak

- the repiacement of a limited numbar of L, 8 Attorneys. -

The U.S. Cods proyides that each United States Attumey shall be appotnted fur aterm uf four ye-rs .« - [and] shall -
continue to perform the duties of his office untii his successor 1s appointed and quelifies.” 28 US.C. § 541{b)
Accardingly, once confirmed by the Senate and appointad, U.S. Altorneys serve for foiur years and then haidover

- indefinately (at the pleasura of tha President, of. cnurse) In recent memary, during the Reagan-and Clinton
Administrations, Presidents Reagan and Clinton did not seek to remave.and replace UL.S, Attarneys they fiad appointed
whose four-year tarms had exp!rad ‘but Instead permittad such U. S Attomeys to serve lndaﬂmtely undar the haldover

. provlsion.

. There likely are saveral explanaﬂons ror thls. iri some lnsiances, Presidents F!aagan and Clinton may have: baen pteased
with-the work of the U.S. Attorneys who, after alf, they had appointed.’ In other instances, Presidents Reagan and Clinton
may simply have been.unwilling to commit the resources necessary !o remova the U.S. Atlorneys, find suitable - :
replacernents (i.e., recelve the “advice® of the homa—stale Senators), cnmplete backgruund !nvasﬂgatlona and s:acure

" Senata conﬁnnaﬁons

There are pracﬂcal ubstacles to removlng and replaclng us. Attornays First, Whulesa!e ramcval of U S Attarneys would
cause gignificant disruption to the work of the Degartment of Justive. Second, Individual U.S. Allormeys ofisn wers -
originally recommended for appointraent by a home-siate Senator who may be oppased to the President's determination
to remova the LS. Altorray. Third, a suitabis replacement must be found in consultation with the heme-state. Senatnr the
" difficulty of which would vary from .state lg state. . Fourth, a backgmund Investrgation miust be' cornpleted on e ¢
. replaceinent— a task-often carnpl!cated if the uutgoing U8 Attomey remahs i F officés Fiﬁh after nominaﬂon. tha Senate

"must confirm ther raplacementf

. None of the abova obstacles ara insuperable. First, a Iimited nurber of U 8. Aitorneys coutd ba iargeted for removal and
. -replacernem mitigating the shock lo the system. that would resuft from an across-the-board firing, Second, the |
- Départment of Justice’s Executive Office of U.S, Attornays (EOUSA) could work quietly with targeted U.S. Attorneys to
. encourage them to leave. govmnment sefvica yoluntarily; this would.allow targated U.8. Attorneys to meke arangements
= . :for wotk Inthe prlvata seclior and “save fave” regarding the reason for leaving office, both in the Department of Justice
" community and in thelr local isgal communities. Ttird, after targeted U.,S, Attorneys have left office or fndicated pyubticly
their.intentlon to leave office, than the Office of the Coinsel to the President can work with home-state Senators andfor -
" ather palitical leaders In-the state to secure racommendations for a raplacemeni U.5. Attorney. Finaily, after bac:kground
" Investlgaticns are ccmpleta and the replacement candidate Is nominated, the Altorney Generat can appoint the namines to
sarve as Interim L5, Atlornay panding confifmation, thereby reduclng tha tme durfng wh:ch the leadership of the oﬁlca Is

uncertain,

ifa dec(slun s made to remave and rapface a llmited numbar of LS. Auarneys, than the forlowlng mlght be cunsidered for
'removai and replacernent: o .

1. Thomas 8. Heffelfinger, U.S. Attorney For lhe Dlstrict of Minnesota - T ) ’ ¥
Termm explired 3/24/2005 | ) . Co o : .
Replacemerit candldates 777

: " Home-state Senators: Coleman (R) (first opportunuty to recommend au.s, At!orney candidata) and Dayton (D)
2 Todd P. Gravas, i).5. Attorney for the Waslem District of Missourt . )
Term expired 10/18/2005 -
Replacomunt candidates; John Wood? :
Home-state Senalors: Bond (R) and Talent {R)
. 3 ‘Margarst M Chiara, LS. Attamey for the Western D:strfc! of Mlchfgan
: Term explred 11/2/2005
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o Replacemant nancﬁdates Rachel Brand?
. Home-stale Senators/political leaders: Lavin (D) and Stahanaw (D). nixmerous GOP congressmen
’ 4. David E. O'Meilla, U.S. Attotney for the Northem Dlstrict of Oklahoma
- - Term expired 12/7/2000 - ] L.
: ] .. Replacement candidates: 777
: Home-siate Senators: Inhofe (R) rﬂd Cobum’ (R) :
5. Harry E. “Bud” Cumnins fll, U.S, Alto ay fur the Easlem Dlstrici of Nkansas
: “Term expires 1/9/2008- (todayt) o -
Raplacement candidates: Tim Grimn?‘
Home-state Senators/political lead : Pryor (D) and Lincoln (D). Gov Huckabee(?)

6. Kevin V.-Ryan, U.S. Attorney for the Nurthem Distr!ctaf Ca!lfumia
' Term explres 8/2/2608 ;
Replacement candidates: Dan Levm?f
- ' Home-state Senalcrs/poitical leaders: Fainstein (D) and Boxer (D) Plrsky Commlsslon
7. Carol C. Lam, U.S. Aftomey for the Southem District of California
. Term expires 11/18/2008, S
" Replacement candidates: Jaff Yayldr, Db Rhodes
Home-stata Senators/polifical leaders:- Feinstein (D) and Baxer (D}. Parsky Cornmlssion

l list thése foiks pased on my revlew of the qvaluaﬁons of thelr offices ccnducted by’ EO USA and my lntarviews wrth
officials in the Office of the Attorney General, Offica of the Deputy Aftorney General, and the.Criminal Division, If a

" determination is made to seek the removal of these folks, then we-should similarly seek loremave and replace Paula D.
Silshy, the Interim U. S Attorney for the Dlsirlct of Mama, and W‘illam J. Lednas, [ha- !nterlm u. S Attumey for lhe District _ )

A of Colorado.

" - Plaase jet me- Isnuw how you wauld: hka to proseed '!'he f!rst steps. | think, would: ba (1) to agrae on the targat: listof us.
: Aftorneys and-(2) ask EOUSA to begir quietly calling thein to ascertain thelr mtentions for continued servlce!indlcathg tn .

_ them that thay might want to consider tunkmg fnr other employment
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From: . Karl Rove [KR@georgewbush com]

Sent: Tuesday, February 20, 2007 9:38 AM
- To: . - -Kelley, William K. '

Subject: : Here's the answer

Many thought he was going to leave in.dec of 2005 when his four years was np.‘of course,
he didntt leave. - o S ) B < _

_Justice sources said that at gome point he stood up &t 4 DOJ U.8. Attorney's conference .

over a year ago and asked a question. about post us: attorney employment restrlctlons it
-was. well known he was looking.

. Here. is an Arkansas Times: piece- below from August of 2006. In it the Arkansas Times
. recalls that Bud has saylng he was- golng ta be leav1ng for a : , > LA
hlle.' - o N _

. The finel;daer

- Arkansas Times Staff

' Updated_: 8/24/200 6

U s. Attorney Bud Cummlns of thtle Rock says- helll 11kely be- leav1ng hls ]Ob 1n*the next
- few *weeks or m.onths,z but .almost. certainly by. the end of the year. He'd earlier told us’
he didnit intend to serve out the entirety of the Bush adm1n15trat10nls second term and
that heid be - looking for prlvate eector wark . .

More. newsy, perhaps, is. who Cummlns1 succesaor m;ght be Informed eources say.-one
pOSElblllty for a White. Hougse nomlnatlon ‘is Tim. Grlffln, an Arkansas native who has worked-
in’ top jobs at both the Republican Natlonal CQmmlttee and the Whlte House on hard charg1ng-
\olltlcal opp051t10n research

Though Gr;ffln, currently flnlshing a mllitary obllgatlon, spent ong year in thtle Rock
a8 an asslstant U8, attorney,_hle;politzcal work would likely gstimore attention ¢ and
Democratlc opp051tlon ¢ in the- Sénate conflrmatlon process. Hetd llkely have to endure
some . questioning about his role in massive Republican' projects in Florida and. elsewhere by -
. which Repuhllcans challenged tens of thousands. of absentee votes. Coincidentally, many of -
those challenged votes were concentrated in black prec1ncts.< o : e

Iif. not Grlffln, state Rep Marv1n Chllders is another Arkansas lawyer whoae name hae been
mentloned by promlnent Republicans to serve out Cumm:.nsl term.
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From: "Karl Rove" 2kcmiai‘l@‘georgcwbush com>

.. Date; Tuesday, Fébruary 20, 2007, 2: 24 37PM .

- To: griffinjag @comcast.net -
_ Subject Re' Geez Cummms just wontstop' _

:"‘Did Cummms ever say pﬂ)licly fe’ was lookmg to leave somethmg lhat was picked up by the press well
before he left?

"--—Original Messagc-«— :
From: griffinjag @comcast.net <gnfﬁn_|ag@comcast net>
To: Karl Rove; Sara Taylor; Scott Jennings ™
- Sent: Sun Feb 18 22:22:26 2007
Suhject Fw Geez Cummms just won't stop'

,Fyl From tomorrow. £ don t understand lhe shock that the Whlte House has mput on pohtlcal
appomlments . ,

m-Ongmal Message-—-—- -
From: "barbara” <barbara@corallocomslock com:-

~* “Date: Sun, 18 Feb 2007 22:05:14
- To:"Tim anﬁn" <gnfﬁnjag@comcasl net.>

Sub)ect: Geez - Cummms Just won 't stop!
' 6 of 7 Disinissed Us. 'Attom'eys H‘a’d Positjve Job Evaluations
By Dan Eggen

Washmglon Post Staff: Wnter
- Sunday" February 18, 2."7 All

~_All but one of the U.S. atlorneys recenfly fired by‘the Justice Department had positive job reviews before

‘they were dismissed, but-niany ran into political irouble with Washington over issues ranging from
- immigration (o the death penalty, accordmg to pmsecutors congresslonal aldes and others falmllar with the
‘cases. :

Two months after the firings first began to malce waves orn Capitol Hill, it has also become clear that most

. of the prosecutors were overseeing significant publie-corruption mvesngatmns at the fime they were asked
to leave, Four of the probes target Repubhcan politicians or [hen‘ supportens prosecutors and other officials
said.

The emergmg details stand in contrast to repcated statements from the Justxce Dcpartment that six of the
Republican-appoinied prosecutors were dismissed because of poor performance. In one of the most
proininent éxamples, agency officials pointed to widely known management and morale problems
surrounding then-U.S. Attorney Kevin Ryan in San Francisco.

But.the assertions enraged the rest of the gruup, some of whom feel betrayed at‘ter staying silent about the
way they hdvc been bh()Vt:d from office.

Bud Cummins, the former U.S. attorney in Little Rock, who was asked to resign earlier than the others to_
make way for a former White House aide, said Justice Department officials crossed a fine.by publicly
criticizing the performance of his well-regarded colleagues.

HIC 10270-A



"They're entitled to make these changes for any reason or Ho reason or even for an- rdnotlc reason,"
Cummins said. "But if they are trying 1o suggest that people have inferior perfonnance to hide Whalcvef
their true agenda is, that is wrong. They should retract those s(atemems "

' ‘Tht. + decision by Cummms and some of the others to speak out underscores the extent to whlch the ﬁnngs
. have spiraled out of the Justice Department‘s control. Officials initially sought to obscure the firings even

- from sonie senators, and have since tssued confusmg signals and contradictory information about the
eplsode : :

S, S

_ For exampk,, one source who was. fatmluu' wlth the eptsode said last week that an eighth U.S. attomey was
asked 10 resign in December along with the others. The unidentified prosecutor is negotiafing to stay in- ‘the
' _}ob said the source, who spoke on the condmon of anonymity because of the delicacy of those discussions.

The end result is an unusual spectacle in. whrch Democratxc lawmakers are bemoanmg the firi nngs of

' Repubhcan-appomted prosecutors. The poljtical pressure :hias: become so great that: Cummmss successor in
'Arkansas, former White House aide J. Timothy anﬁn, announced on Fr‘iday that he had deolded not; to
submit his narne to the Senate for a pennanent appomtmenL

'Lawmakers from both partles are pushmg 1o strip Attomey General Albeno R. Gonzales of ]ns power 1o
name replacement 1.8, ‘attorneys for an indefinite penod, althoisgh Republicans blocked that proposal in-
the. Senate Iast week. The House Judlcnary C’ommxttee is planning hearings on smular legislatlon in March.

"1 don't kiow: how they could have mishaniled this’ any worse," said one of the ﬁred US. prosecutors -who
declined to be quoted by name because he feared repercuss:ons '

"There always have tradmonally ‘been tensjoris between main- .lusnce and U.S. attomeys in the drstncts,

said Carl W. Tobias, a law prpfessor at the University of Richmond. "But it does.seem like there's an effort :

“to centrajlze authonty in Washmgton more: than there has been in the past and in pnor aduumstrattons

Most of the ﬁnngs carne on Dec. 7, when senior Jusuce Department official M:chael A. Battle — a former
U S attomey lumself - ealled atkleast slx roseeutorsto-:nfom-them that thex were bemggsked to.resign.
} > ' elimg some: that the ordes ﬂadoome

In addition to -Ryan in Sdn Francisco, the proseeutors #ho were called that day included Carol S, Lam in ‘
'San Diego, John McKay in-Seattle, David C. Iglesias in New Mexico, Daniel G. Bogden in Nevada and
Paul K. Charlton in Anzona Ctnnmms had been mformed of his dismissal last sumtner bt stayed until
: December .

“The breaking-point for Cummi_ns and the others was testimony tl;:'is .montn by Deputy Attomey" General
Paul J. McNulty; who told the Senate Judiciary Committee that the six U.S. atiorneys in the West.and

. Southwest had been dismissed for "performance—relal "-reasons and that Cummins had been pushed-outto .

make room for anﬁn

That testimony "was the moment the gloves came off," said one fired prosecutor who declined to be
identified. : : .

Five of the dismissed prosecutors — Bogden, Charlton, Cummins, Iglesias and McKay — told reporters that
they were not given any reason for their firings and had not been told of any performance problems. Only
“one of the fired prosecutors, Ryan in San Francisco, faced substantive complaints about turnover or other
management-related i issues, ofh c1als said. :

Justice Department officials in recent days have souglit to clarify the performance comments, saying the
dispute is mired in "semantics.” The officials said McNulty was referring to policy differences between the

. Bush administration and some of its employees: One official also said that the department had not made a
list of replacements ahead of time.

HIC10270-R



- "When you are settmg national poltcy, you cannot have U S. attomeys settin g therr own poltc:es " said a
) Just:ce Depanment official who spoke on the condltton of anonymlty

Bogden and Lam are among a handful of dectared mdependems who\worked as U S. attomeys in the Bush
administration. The rest of the group are viewed as moderate Repubhcans who have sometimes been al
odds with their Washmgton hosses or more conservatwe Republlcans :

In Seaitle, for example local Remtbhcans compMes:l to(ionzales about McKay S declsmmnouo mtenaent.

in the dlsputed Washmgton gubematona:l race in 2006 which a Democrat evenmatly won by. 129 votes.

‘ La:m was the target of repeated complaints from conservative House Republlcans. who asserted that she

- . was lax in enforcing i immigration laws, The Justice Department also pomts to drops in the number of -

ﬁrcarms cases filed by her office.

Charlton in Anzona Ciashed with the .Iusttce Department S headquarters on at: least two occasions over ,
" .murder cases.in which kie opposed seeking the. death. penalty, including one that prompted an outcry from
Nava]o groups opposéd to thie use of capltal punlshment He was overruled in both cases, ofﬁcrals said.

- "There was 1io. publlc conlroversy about any of these; any controversy was wrthln the Jusuce Department, '
- atd L Grant Woods a Repubhcan and t'ormer Arizona attorney general

But the - cases that have gotten most of the attenuon among Democrats in Congress tnvolve pubhc- .

- corruption investigations. In San Diego, Lam oversaw the probe that resiilted in the guilty plea of then-Rep,

Randy "Duke” Cunningham; a Republican. Two others connected to that case, mcludmg a former senjor

. CIA ofﬁclal were mdtcted two days before Larn left the ij on Thursday 3
'Bogden in Nevacla and Charlton in Anzona were also i in the rmdst of i 1nvesttgattons targetmg current or

former Republtcan members of Congress when they were fired. Andin. New Mexlco, Iglesxas s office had

been exarmmng alleged wrongdoing involving state Democrats

-Gonzales McNulty and*other Justice Department offi ctals have strongly demeé tltat those mvesttgatrons
played a role ir the dismiséals. ' :

. The department s commitment to pursumg prosecutmg pubhc—cormptlon cases is clear sard
‘ spokeswoman Tasia Scolinos. "Any suggestion that removal of these pamcular U. S, attorneys was polmcal
or in any way would harm ongoing’ mvestlgatzons is 100 percent false.”

HJC 10270-C






From: Tim Griffin {griffinjag@earthiink net]
Sent: Wednesday, August 30, 2006 10:16 AM
To: Hardos, Debbie (USAEQD)

Subject: | talked to jennings

Ha dossn't see any reason to proceed with the senate paperwork since the appoirtment will
oggur the other way.

iy

OIGH00026477
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The Associated Press State & Local Wire

March 15, 2007 Thursday 7:10 PM GMT

Rove defends removal of prosecutors, cites
Clinton-era dismissals

BYLINE: By PHILLIP RAWLS, Associated Press Writex
SECTION: STATE AND REGIONAL
LENGTH: 669 words

DATELINE: TROY Ala.

White House deputy chief of staff Karl Rove said Thursday the
removal of seven U.S. attorneys was based entirely on policy and
personnel matters and was no different than dismissals in the
Clinton administration.

He questioned why the Bush administration's action is drawing
"super-heated rhetoric” while the dismissals during President
Clinton's terms did not. '

"In each of these instances a decision was made at the
Department of Justice on the basis of policy and personnel," Rove
told students at a journalism seminar at Troy University.

"We're at a point where people want to play politics with it.
That's fine," he said. "I'd simply ask everybody who's playing
politics with this be asked to comment about the removal of 123
U.S. attorneys during the previous administration and see if they
had the same super-heated political rhetoric."

The 123 included 93 Republican appointees that the Democrat
Clinton replaced when he began his first term, which is common in
such a change of command. Rove did not give any details on who the
other 30 were.

By comparison, he said, "We've replaced a total of 128."

1 of3 : ’ 7212000 11:01 AM
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Rove, who took questions only from students during his one-hour
appearance, did not address what role he may have played a
question some Democrats in Congress want to ask him.

The dismissal of seven federal prosecutors has drawn fire in
Congress over the role White House officials played and possible
attempts to politicize federal investigations.

Rove, defending the dismissals, said the U.S. attorney in.. .
Southern California was removed because "she would not commit
resources to prosecute immigration offenses™ despite a request to
do so from the Justice Department.

"The U.S. attorney in Arizona said he would not ask for the
death penalty. The administration has a policy of, where
appropriate, asking for the death penalty,"” Rove said in response
to a student's question.

Former U.S. Attorney Redding Pitt of Montgomery, a Democrat who
served as a federal prosecutor during the Clinton administration,
- said in a phone interview that he recalled only six or nine U.S.
attorneys being "moved ocut" because of issues of conduct. :

"It was always at the recommendation of upper-echelon, permanent
Department of Justice personnel," he said. "I don't ever recall
the White House being involved."

At Troy, Rove spoke to about 800 students. But his audience also
included friends from his days as a political consultant in the
1990s, when he worked on state Supreme Court races in Alabama and
helped turn the state's highest court from all Democrat to an 8-1
Republican majority.

Rove worked in Alabama campaigns after successful GOP efforts in
Texas, where he first teamed up with George Bush.

"When I moved to Texas in 1977, they hunted Republicans with
dogs, " Rove said.

Asked by one student about trying to manipulate the media in a
campaign, Rove said the public can't be manipulated by candidates
who try to mislead.

"The masses are not asses. They will figure it out," he said.
Rove told the journalism seminar that "the media spends too much
time doing polls" rather than concentrating on what's actually

happening. He also said the explosion of news media through talk
radio, cable news channels and the Internet has led to changes in

2 0f3 . 7/2/2009 11:01 AM
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_popularity.
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how events are covered.

"People have to have controversy and people have to have a
fracas in order to generate attention to the media,'" Rove said.

Rove mentioned the war in Iraq a couple of times in his speech,
saying the media coverage of the war hasn't matched reality in
some cases and acknowledging the war's impact on Bush's

nf you have an unpopular war, a president's popularity is not
going to be high," he said. '

Four students and two faculty members carried anti-war signs
outside his speech.

Sophomore Joseph Mathews of Phenix City said he cast his first
presidential vote for Bush in 2004, but now wanted to send Bush a

message: "We're not pleased with war."

"Troops have been overseas too long. Families have been torn
apart,” said Paul Swaim, a junior from Enterprise.

LOAD-DATE: March 16, 2007
LANGUAGE: ENGLISH

PUBLICATION-TYPE: Newswire

Copyright 2007 Associated Press
All Rights Reserved '
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rom: Kyle 'Sampson@u-sdoj gov '

- ent: Monday, January 09, 2006 10:13 AM
fo: o Miers, Harriet
Ce: B . Kelley, William K.
- Subject: _ - us. Attomey Appountments PLEASE TREAT THIS AS CONFIDENTIAL

PLEASE TREAT THIS AS CONFIDENTIAL

“Harriet, you ‘have asked whether Pres;dent Bush should remove and replace U.s. Attorneys
whose four-year terms have expired. I recommend that the Department of Justice and the
0ffice of the Counsel to the President wcrk together to seek the replacement of a limited
number of U.5. Attorneys. .

The U.S. Code prev1des'that each United States Attorney "shall be- appointed for a term of
four years . . [and] shall continue to perform the duties of his office until his

" successor is. appclnted and quallfles " 28 U.8.C. § 541(b). Accordlngly, once confirmed
by -the Senate and appeinted, U.S. Attorneys gerve for four years and then holdover
indefinately (at the pleasure of the Pregident, of course). In recent memory, during the
‘Reagan and Clinton Administrations, Presidents Reagan and Cllnton did not seek to remove
and replace U.S.- Attorneys they had appointed whose four-year terms- had expired, but
instead permitted such U.$. Attorneys to serve indefinitely under the holdovér provision.-

There likely are several explanations for this: In some instances, Presidents Reagan and -
Clinton may have been pleased with' the work of the U.3., Attorneys who, after all, they had
* appointed. TIn other imstances, Presidents Reagan and Clinton may 51mply have . been
- uinwilling to commlt the resources necessary to remove the U.S. Attorneys, find suitahle
'replacements {i.e., receive the "advice" of the home-state Senators), complete background

1nvestlgat10ns, and secure Senate conflrmations.

are are practlcal ‘obstacles to remov1ng and rep1a01ng U.s. Attcrneys. Flrst} wholesale
removal of U.S. Attorneys would cauwse significant dleruptlon to the work of the Department
of Justice. Second, individual U.S. Attorneys. often. were. orlglnally recommended for
-appeintment. by a honie-gtate ‘Senator who may be.opposed torthe- Pregideat’ 8. determination to.
remove the U.S, Attorney.: Third, a. suitable. replacement must: be; found: in ¢ensulitation
with the home- state Senator, the dlfflculty of which would vary from state to state.
Fourth,. a background investigation must be completed ont the replacement -- a task often

complicated if the outgoing U.S. Attorney remains in office. Fifth, after nomination, the .
"“*ﬂenate must confizm™ Eﬁ‘ reﬁIacemenE. T - o

None of the above obstacles are insuperable. Firsgt, a 11mited number ‘of U.S. Axtorneye
could be targeted for. removal, and replacement, mitigating the shock to the system that
would: result from an across-the- bcard firing. Second, the Department of Justice's

-Executivé office of U.S. Attorneys (EOUSA) could work quietly with targeted U.S. Attorheys B

to encourage them to leave government service voluntarily;-this would allow targeted U.S.
Attorneys to make arrangements for work in'the private sector and "save face". regardlng
the reason for leaving office, both in the Department of Justice community and in- thelr
local legal communities. Third, after targeted U.S. Attorneys have left office or
1nd1cated publlcly their intention to 1eave office, then the Offlce of the Counsel to the

‘President can work with home-state Senators and/or other pOlltlcal leaders in the state to

-secure recommendations for a replacement U.S. Attorney. Flnally, after background
investigations are complete and the replacement candidate is nominated, the Attorney .
General can appeint the nominee to serve as Interim U.S. Attormey pendlng confirmation,
thereby reduc1ng the tlme during whlch the leadershlp of*the office is uncertain.

If a-declslcq is made to remove and replace a llmlted number of U,S;-Attorneya, then the
fbllowing might'be considered for removal and replacement-

1 Thomas B Heffelflnger, U.S. Attorney for the DlStrlCt of Mlnnesota
Term -expired 9/24/2005
Replacement candidates: . ?2??
Home-state Senators: Coleman (R) (flrst opportunlty to recommend a U.S. Attorney
candidate) and Dayton (D) 2. Todd P. Graves, U.S. Attcrney for the Western Dlstrict of

1
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Term - explred 10/19/2005

Replacement .candidates: John Weod? o : : R
Home-staté Senators: Bond (R) and Talent (R) 3. Margaret M Chiara, U.S8. Attorney for the

‘agtern District of Michigan E '

Term explred 11/2/2008

Replacement candidates: Rachel Brand°
Home-state Senators/political leaders: Levin (D) and Stabenow (D} ; ‘numerous GOP -
congressmen 4. David E. O'Meilia, U.S, Attorney for the Northern District of Oklahoma
Term expired 12/7/2005 Replacement candidateés: ‘27?7
Home-state Senators: 'Inhofe (R) and Coburn (R) 5. Harry E. "Bud" Cummlns ITE, U.8.
Attorney for the Eastern Dlstrlct of Arkansas Term explres 1/9/2006 (today!) Replacement N

_.candidates: Tim Griffin? .. : T

Home-gtate Senators/polltlcal 1eaders- Pryor (D) and Lincoln (D) ; ‘Gov. Huckabee(?) 6.
Kevin V. Ryan, U.S. Attorney for the- Eorthern Dlstrlct of Callfornla

Term expires 8/2/2006 .

Replacement candidates: Dan Lev1n? ' . .
'Home-state Senatorsfpolitical leaders: Feinstein (D) and Boxer (D); Parsky Commission 7.
Carol C. Lam, U.S. Attorney for the Southern Digtrict of Callfornla ) . : .
" ¢ Term expires 11/18/2006

Replacement candidates: Jeff Taylor, Deb Rhodes. Home - state Senators/polltlcal
leaders- ‘Feinmstein (D} and Boxer (D); Parsky COmmisslon : :

I list these folks based on my review of the evaluatlons of their offices conducted by
© EOUSA and my interviews with officials in the Office of the Attorney General, Offlce of
‘the Deputy Attorney General, and the Criminal Division. If a determination. is. made to
seek the removal .of these folks, then we should- similarly geek to remove and: replaca Paula
D. Silsby,. the Interim U.S. Attormey for the. District 'of Maine, and Willlam J. Leone, the
) Interlm U.s. Attorney for the Dlstrlct of Colorado.

_Please let me know -how you would llke to: proceed The first steps, I thipnk, would be (1)

to agree on the target list of U.S. Attorneys and (2) agk EOUSA to begin quietly calling .

them to ascertain their intentions for .continued serv1ce/1nd1cat1ng to them that they -
1ht want to conslder looklng for other employment. ) .

- ' o - S B LI& afnaS
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FW: fyi o o S  Pagelof2.

From: Karl Rove _
Sent: Tuesday, October 24, 2006 2: 40 PM‘ -
To: Taylor A Hughes '

Subject; FW: fyi

------ Forwarded Message , :
From: Sara Taylor <st@gwb43.com>
Date: Tue, 24 Oct 2006 14:38:21 -0400
To: Karl Rove <KR@georgewbush.com>
- Conversation: fyl -

" Subject: Fw: fyl

Ce e Onglnal Message----- ' ' : S o
" From: Mike McElwain. <mmceMa|n@NRCC Qg T T T i

Fo: Sara Taylor, Kelley McCuliough - Chan'man S Ofﬁce
Sent: Tue Oct 24 14:34:33 2006

- Subject: FW: fyi :

BREAKING: US Attorney Sitting on Renzi Indictment Untit After Election]
. htt[j://www,loftydonkey.com/article/l33/breaking-us~attorney-'sitting-on-ren'zi ._

Posted Oct 21, 03:50 PM

Remember that Phoemx New Times article <http://www. phoemxnewtlmes com/Issues/ZOOG -10-
12/news/news.html> about the land deal that Rick Renzr was mvolved m? .

Weil we have learned that Renzi was wiretapped presumably by the FBI soliciting a bribe in exchange for
|ntr0ducung a biii for a landswap in Cochise County.

An AP reporter discovered that Renzi may be indicted for income tax fraud and a related charge to the bribery. .

Renzi has been interviewad by the FBI.

" The 1).S. Attorney for Arizona Paul Chariton <http://www.usdoj.gov/usao/az/usa.htmi> has decided not to
indict Renzi until after the election. The prosecutor assigned to the case is Howard Sukenic.

HiC 00342
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,<http //p\ﬂew findlaw. com/wew/1265576 1> He along with the spokesman for the U.S. Attorneys oft‘ ceis - -
refusmg to comment. ) _ .

" The Investigation has béen concluded they succeeded in getting a federal grand jury to’ indlct him but are
sitting on the indictment until after the electlon in order to keep the seat in Republscan control,

) There really is a Culture of Corruptlon, and it is making its way to the Judicial br_anc_h.

------ - End of Forwarded Message

TSI s - et
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roms . RaulDomas S
_sents - 10/24/2006 7:29:46 P . -
. jo: Jennings, JefferyS.Jefferv_s._,lgnnings@who.eup.gov; :

.‘ m ' . ' - - - M : N . - . = .
- Subject; . . RE:-re:-ourcall— e e S S

What do you want me to do? I'm sot sure how | can interface with -him.

That ﬂr_)k is now dead, by the‘,way.

From: Jennings, Jeﬁ’ery S [madto.Jeffery S ,Jennings@wha £op. guv]
Sent; Tuesday, October 24, ZDOG 7:27PM° .
To: Raul Damas

'Subjact. FW: re: our call L : -

From: Miers, Harriet - ’
"Sent: Tuesday, October 24, 2006 2‘50 PM.
To: Jennings, leffery S.

Subject: RE re: our ¢all

. Perhaps this presents a differant sltuatinn where the US Atty can knock it duwn because the arbcls impugns
'_ office, W'III be “nfereshng to sen. . pugns his cunduot at e

\ rom. Jennings, Jeffery S. '
nt: Tuesday, October 24, 2006 2: 35 PM
A Miers, Hamet o
Subject. RE: re: aur call

FY} — hitting biogs now:

- ,m'ww.}éf_t‘gdg_glgey,com(arﬁcleﬂ33zbreakingtus—attomev-5.itﬁngron-renz!

From. Miers, Harriet ’ ‘ .
" Sent: Tuesday, October 24, 2006 1: 125 PM - S . -
Ty Jennings, Jeffefv S. .‘ : . . ) '
‘Sabjects RE: re: our call

_ Scoft, I'just finished speaking with Pauf MeNulty, He said what we suspacted he woukl. He has baen tontacted by @ number of .
frustrated members of the Congress asking why people can't be vindicated In the event nothing is going on.” He acknowledged .

_ that the situation is frustrating, but reiterated their posrtmn that they cannot cenfirm or deny the existence of aninvestigation, He
said the AG did an interview last week to put things in as good a perspective as possible by explaining that no one should be .
talidng and that a refusal to deny shouid be given no. meaning beyand that Justice does not admit or deny the existence of any
) investigation. | observed that at some point, immediatoly preceding an eiection, unulbibuled statements about the existence of an
investigation was rankly ynfair. He is continuing to think about the situation, but | did not get a lot of encouragemant that lhey will

- deviate from normai-course.

From: Jcnmngs, Jeffery 5.
-tz Tuesday, Uctober 24, ZUUb 12 56 PM -
Miers, Harriet .
j)ject: re: our call

HIC 00344



The person | calléd you about said the USATTY
investigation. . .

¥,

i his area, as w_afl as the local FBI c:;fﬁce. sald they wera unaware of any

. HIC 00345,
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In an interview Wednesday, Rénzl, a two-term Republican
lawmaker from the 1st Cengressional Disfrict, said he had done
nothing wrong. He accused his Democratic opponent; Ellen
Simon, or her supporters of trying to manipulate the campaign.

i think that my opponent has deliberately misused the proloéols
of the Justice Department 11 days out from the campaign to
smear me and smear my father and my family," Renz said.

Simon spokesman David Flaks called Renzi's claim "patently
false” and “absurd.”

"We'l'e leaming of this stuff like everyone else, through the
press,” Flaks said.

David Mark, a political anatyst and author of the book, Going
Dirty: The Art of Negalive Campalgning, said that complaints
filed about candidates shortly before Election Day are used as
a campaign technique.

"This is an oid story,” he said.

Although Mark does not know enough details 1o say whether
Renzi's activities merit investigation, he said, "obviously, the timing is real suspicious.”

And whoever leaked news of the inquiry, he said, "wanted it out there before the election.”

Renad's lawyer, former Arizona Attormey General Grant YWoods, said he will ask the Justice
Department to identify and fire anonymous sources within federal law enforcement.

"The Justice Department has to find out who-did this,” VWoods said. "fm going to ask them to
investigate who leaked this because it's patently unfair and against their own policies.”

Details vary about the focus of the inquily. Some say prosecutors are looking at a land-swap

deal involving Renzi and a former business pariner. (lhers say investigators have largeled his

aven in Gongress race, pell
says
more »n

hitp://www.azcentral.com/news/election/congress/articles/ 1 026re
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sponsorship of a bill that may have indirecily benefited a company that employs his Father, -

Both of those issues have been raised in past media reports and by watchdog groups such as
Ciitizens for Responshbility and Ethics in Washington, which twice has listed Renzi as among the
"most corrupt members of Congress.” . ’

Renad on Wednesday denied any wronpdoing and said he acted both with "pure intentions”® and
in the public interest.

The Justice Deparh'nent ofﬁaai in Washingion would not discuss the nature of the inquiry inte
Rend.

*This is not a well-developed investigation, by any means,” the official said, "A tip comes into
the department. The department is obligated to follow up . . . and we do that, People are
assuming there is evidence of soms crime,” even though thal is not necessarily true.

T ’ “The Tederal official weuld not discuss whether the Justica Uepamﬁ[ Wwas being ﬁﬁi HEIEE)

for political purposes.

Howaever, the official-said it is unusual for the depaniment to publicly acknowledge concems
about tire accuracy of media reports. "Be careful,” the official said. *l can confirm to you a very
early investigation. But | want to caution you nol to chop this guy’s (Renzi's) head off.”

It Arizona, a Democratic Party figure was among the first to alert reporters to the inquiry. Simon
has posted links to blogs and news aticles about the issue on her campaign Web site. Butitis
unclear whether political operatives were merely passing on information damaging 1o the GOP
incumbent or playing a deeper role.

Woods said he understands the dilemma facing U.S. Altormey Paul Charlton because Woods
was In the same position as attomey geneml when complaints were filed against candidates
during election season.

"I'm sure i's a dilemima for the press, as well,” he said, "because you don't want to be used
either way, . . . But this leak is clearly 1o influence an election.”

Anindication of whether the inquiry is affectfing the race could come in the next few days, if the
nalional Democrats start to pour money into Simon's race.

"Alk he can do is ged his side of the story cut,” Mark s5aid of Renz.

Reportep Jon Kamman contributed to this article. Reach the reporterat
dennis.wagner@arizonarepublic.com or (602) 444-3874,
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Delays in Renzi Case Raise More Gonzales Questlons
By JOHN R. WILKE and EVAN PEREZ

WASHINGTON -- As midterm elections approached last November, federal investigators in Arizona faced unexpected
.obstacles in getting needed Justice Department approvals to advance a corruption investigation of Republican Rep.
Rick Renzi, people close to the case said.

The delays, which postponed key approvals in the case until after theielection,' raise new questions about whether =
-Attorney General Alberto Gonzales or other officials may have weighed political issues in some investigations. The
Arizona U.S. attorney then overseeing the case, Paul Charlton, was told he was being fired in December, one of eight
 federal prosecutors-dismissed in the past year. The dismissals have tnggered a wave of criticism and calls from
Congress for Mr. Gonzales to resxgn

Investigators pursuing the Renzi case had been seeking clearance from senior Justice Department ofﬁ'cials_ on search
warrants, subpoenas and other legal tools for a year before the election, people close to the case said.

The Justice Department denied any foot-dragging in the Renzi case. "There was no such delay," said Bryan Sierra, a
spokesman. Mr. Gonzales has said none of the firings of U,S. attorneys was related to corruption cases, and that the
department is committed to pursuing such cases. Public-corruption staffing and prosecutions nationwide have
increased during his fenure. ‘ R

Sen. Charles Schumer (D., N.Y.}, a Judiciary Committee member who has called for Mr. Gonzales's resignation, said
his panel is planning te pursue whether the Renzi case was a factor in Mr. Charlton’s firing. "I'm not saying there's
evidence and I'm not making a]legatlons " Mr. Schumer told reporters Monday. "But it's something we should lock
into."

Complex investigations commonljr take a year or more, and it isn't known. what issues figured in the Renzi case. Many
~ details remain shrouded in the secrecy of a Tucson grand jury that has been at work since last year. Court filings
remain under seal. The precise sequence of events hkely won't become pubhc unless formal charges are filed.

But the investigation elearly moved slowly: Federal agents opened the case no later than Ju1_1e 2005, yet key witnesses
didn't get subpoenas until early this year, those close to the case said. The first publicly known search -- a raid of a
Renzi family business by the Federal Bureau of Investigation -- was carried out just last week.

Mr. Renzi is the subject of a criminal inguiry into land deals, among other things. The Wall Street Journal reported last
week that federal agents are focusing on a $200,000 cash payment Mr, Renzi received from a former business partner
in 2005 following a land sale that was to be part of a proposed government land-exchange bill.

Alawyer for Mr. Renzi, Grant Woods, has denied-any impropriety and said that the money was repayment of a debt,
not a kickback. In a statement last night, Mr. Renzi denied wrongdoing, calling recent stories about the investigation
"conjecture and false attacks" and saying that "none of them bear any resemblance to the truth.” But he said he intends
o "take aleave of absence" from all of his committee posts, including the natural-resources committee and House
i intelligence panel. A :

{of2 | ' : 4/13/2009 2:49 PM
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,«’oi‘mally, local U.S. attorneys may seek court approval for warrants and wiretaps without Washington's approval. But
the Renzi case - like many that involve members of Congress -- is being handled jointly by the local U.S. attorney and
the department's publlc-mtegrlty section. In such cases, 2 senior department official must approve requests for
wiretaps and warrants and other formal lega] steps.

People briefed on the case said mvestlgators in Arizona asked Washington for clearance -- among other tools —fora-
wiretap of Mr. Renzi's telephones, a h:ghly unusual step against a sitting member of Congress, months before Election
Day. The w1retap eventually was approved, and was in place by late October, these people said.

On Oct. 26, just days before the election, two political Web sites carried the first public word of the probe. In 7
— ... subsequent news accounts, an unidentified Washingion law-enforcement official described the matieras . ..
: "preliminary.” Few details emerged, but the leak disrupted prosecutors’ wiretap.

Meanwhile; Mr. Renzi, first elected to Congress in 2002, was fighting to hold on to his seat. In September, President
Bush hosted a fund-raiser in Scottsdale on his behalf. About the same time Mr. Charlton was added to a list of
prosecutors "we should now consider pushing out,” wrote Mr. Gonzales's then-chief of staff, Kyle Sampson, in a Sept.
13, 2006, email to then-White House counsel Harriet Miers. The email is among thousands that the Justice

_ Department has released in response to coﬁgressiona] inquiries into the dismissal of the U.S. attorneys.

“In November, Mr. Renzi won re-election to a third term, beating his challenger by 51% to 44% A month later, on Dec.
7, Mr. Charlton was told he was being dismissed. Two weeks later, he emailed William Mercer, a senior Justice _
Depariment official; "Media now asking if ] was asked to resign over leak in Congressman Renzi investigation." He

. agked for advice, but never got a response, according to the emails released by the J ustice Department.

Mr. Sierra, the department spokesman, said it would be inappropriate to comment on any ongoing case. Generally,
though, cases move along on their own pace, he said. "We don't operate under artificial deadlines,” he said. "To
artificially put deadlines or to rush the time could damage the integrity of the investi gation."

Brian Roehrkasse, another Justice Pepartment offi(nal said the department under Mr. Gonzales "has never retahated
against a United States attorney for conducnng or failing to pursue a public corruption investigation."

Mr, Charlton, a Republican with 16 years as a federal prosecutor, was named by President Bush in 2001 to lead the
" .Phoenix office. Now in private practice in Phoenix, he has refused to discuss any details of the Renzi investigation —
even when asked about it at a March 6 hearing of the House judiciary committee.

Write to Evan Perez at evan.perez@wsj.com

Printed in The Wall Street Journal, page A2

Copyright 2008 Dow Jones & Company, Inc. Al Rights Reserved
- This copy is for your personal, non-comrnarcaal use only. Distribution and use of this material are govemed by our Subscriber Agreement and by copynght law.
For non-personal use or to order multiple copies, please contact Dow Jones Repnnts at 1-800-843-0008 or visit
wwd;repnms com

2of2 ' 4/13/2_009 2:49 PM



57



Page 1 of 2

From' - Perino. Dana M.
Sent:  Friday, November 17, 2008 341 PM
To! Mamo. Joanla. S.. Marﬂn.fcalhariﬂe*swwan Kwt?r F.

SHbjact. RE USA replacament p}an

: Give mea double shot | can’t breathe

. From' Marno, Jeanle S. ‘
Sents Friday, Noveniber 17,2006 3:02PM.- - . .,
© Tat Perino, Bana M.; Martin, Catherine; Sullfvan, Kevin F B
Subject: RE: UsA replamment p!an T )

.' I'Issue&ln Ihepressforwhich Dana wlllneedthe oxygen cam: - . A
' carol Lamprosemted Rap. Randy "Duke 0unn1ngham -

| AP iﬂ Arizona reports that US’ Aﬂomey’s (Plul Chariton) office I, Arizona ls scmtrntzlng afand deal Involvlng
Rep-. R!ck Renzi (obviously. USA's office will not conﬂrm this. ) . - _

: From [ust a. qulck news cllp saamh i cannot find any otﬁer high-proﬁle cases. that wauld draw parﬁmlar serutlny
fqr olhers. but also da not know tha axterit of hema-state pommx support Co ,

: ._.«-oﬂg!na! Massaga~——.

" . From: Perino, Dana M. -

" Sent Friday, November 17, 2008 1:29 PM.- . '
" To: Martin; ‘Catherine; Sultivan, Kevin F.; Mamo. Jeanle S

Sub)act. RE’ usa replacamant plan
Somaane -get me the oxygan canil ‘

o ——-oﬁglnal Message-——-_
".. -From: Martin, Catherine - .
Sent: Friday, Navember. 17, 2008 1:25 PM
To: Sullivan, Kevia F.;-Perino, Dana M.; Maemo, Jeanio s

Subjedt: Fw: USA repiacamant plan
. 'Importance,. High _

. What do yoy all think? Not s sure when it wou!d happen

-'_....oﬁglnalMessago--—,f ' . R R
“Fram: Kefley, Willlam K. o T

" " " Ta: Fiidetke, Debbie S.; Jannlngs. Jeffarys Mariin, Camerine

" ent: Fil Nov 17-12:32:08 2006
.. _Subjed: FW: IJSA rap!acament plan

D The emaﬂ below. and the attac!md dowmnt. reﬂect aplan by ool to rep!ao& several us Attomeya By statute,
_ US Attornays serve for four year terms, which are' commoanly (but not ahways) extended by inaction — in practics, * -
they serve untll replacad. They serve at the pleasum df the President, but oftén have very streng home-state

poiltical Juice, including with their Senators.. _
stere exewﬂng ths plan. we warited to give your ofﬁces a heads up-and ‘seekinput on changas that might HJEbﬁA:E;Z B
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Page 2 of 2 -
" teduce the profile or political fallout. T_h_énks’.' o

.....odglnal Message-—— : . ' BRI L e o
From: Kyle. Sampson@usdolgov[maillal(yle Sampson@usdoj gov] S . - o
Sent: Wednesday, Noveinber 15, 2006 11: O2AM i e ‘*“’ T _—

o To:Miers; Harrlel”KellarWlllr‘m R

Co: Paul.J. McNulty@usdol.gov -
Subject: USA replacement plan

Importance; High : .

_ Harrle’thIII prease see’ lhe alfached Please note (1) lhe plan, by #s lefms. would oommenca this. week, (2) l
- have consuited with the DAG, but nat yet infarmed others who would need to be brought into the loop, including  *
. Acting Associate AG Bilt Mercar; EOUSA Ditector Mike Battle; and AGAC Chalr Johinny Sutton (nor have | e .
* informed anyona In Karl's shop, afiother pre-axectitian necessity | would recommend); and (3) f am concarned‘ ST
. that to executa.this plan propeily wa must all be on the same. page and b steeled to wmatand anypoliticat. -
upheaval that might result (see Step. 3); ifwe start cavhg to complalnlhg U.Ss. Attomaya or. Senatora then we
= shoutdn'ldolt lt'llbamralmubleﬂfantllsworﬂt L . Lo

. fWe'll staﬂd by for a green light from you, Upon the green llght. we'll (!) circulala lhe below plan to lho llsl of folka kE
in Step 3 (and ask-that you clreulate It to Kari's shop), (2) conficai that Kelley Is maklng the Senatorfaush polltlcal-'

fead-calls, and (3) get Battle making the wlla to the usm Lat us m
<<USA replecemen! plan doc» g S

Kylo Sampson _
Chief.of Staff-

- 1.8, Depdrtmant efdustlde ‘

- g50 Pannsylvania Avenue, NW. . 2 . R . , )
washington, D.C.. 20530 - o . ST . o

- {202) §14-2001 wk. SO : _ : B
{202y 30%: call g : '
kylmsampson@ust] gov _

HIC00423



From: .. Sullivan, KevinF. -
Sent: .+ _ Friday, November 17, 2008618 PM
To: . Martin, Catherine "= -

Subject: : * “Re: USA mplaoemant p!an

_ Some of these will be touqh to explaln ~~ the 3udge whc sentenced duke cunnlngham? Renzl’
Conigrats of —kevints t:urrffrmatrcn—by ttre way— -

——w--Orlginal Message-===~= "~

..From: Martin, Catherine

_To: Mamo, Jeanie 8. Perino, Dana M., Sulllvan, Kev1n F.
Sent:- Fri Nov 17 18:10:17 2008

Subject: Fw: USA replacement plan

Leg,juet-weiched in. I-guess I couldn't open the-lfst on my-bterry;

..~==~-griginal Message----—-

From: Fiddelke, Debbie 3. - '

" Tot Kelley, William K. Jennings, Jeffery s., Martln, Catherine

Sent: Fri Nov 17 17:46:33 2006 , _ _
Subject RE USA replacement plan

Bill - out of concern about reaction on the Hlll, especially from the Republican members
affected, we'd have the following questions. Thanke. J'Deb

~-Why these 6 slots? (Are they being removed because of poor service for DOJ? There ie ne’
explanatlon in the attachment.) . ‘ : Lo

»

~Wers theSe_USVAttorneys recommended to-us by thelr home stete'Senetcre 4 yeareiago?.

-Is there precedent for doing this?

----- Original Messaqe-~-~-

From: Kelley, William K.
- Sent: Friday, November 17, 2006 12:32 PM |

Ta: Fiddelka, Debbie S.; Jennings, Jeffery S.:¢ Martin, Catherlne
‘Subject: FW: USA replacement plan

Importance: High

The email below, and the’ attached document, - reflect a plan by bOJ to replace several Us
Attorneys. By statute, US Attorneys serve for four year terms, which are commonly (but
“not always) extended by inaction -- in practice, they serve until replaced. hey serve at

the pleasure of the President, but oftean have very strong home-state political juice,
-ineluding with the1r Senators. .

Before executlnq this plan, we wanted to give your offices a heads ap and seek input on
.changes that might reduce the profile oxr polltlcal fallout. Thanks.

. ==——=0Original Message--=--~-

From: Kyle, Sampson@uedoj ;gov [mallto Kyle Sampson@usdo]. gov]
Sent: Wednesday, Hevember 15, 2006 11:02 aAM
‘To: ®iers, Hirriet; Kelley, William K.
Ceo: Panl.J.McMulty@usdoj.gov :
Subject: USA replacement plan
Importance: High'

" Harriet/Bill, please see the attached. Please note (1) the plan, by its terms, would-

" commence this week; (2) I have consulted.with the DAG, but net yet informed others who

would need to be brought into the loop, including Acting Rssociate AG Bill Mercer; EQUSA

HJC 00358




1rector Mike Battle, and AGAC Chalr Johnny Sutton {nor have I 1nformed anyone in Karl'
shop, another pre-exscution necessity I would’ recommend); and. {3} I am concerned that to- -
execute this plan properly we must-all -be on the same page and be steeled to withstand any
political upheaval that might result (sea’Step. 3); if we gtart caving to complaining U.5.
AttornEys or Senators then we shouldn’t do it .-- it '11 be more trouble than it lS worth.

We'll stand by for a green light from you. ‘Upon the green 11ght. we'll (1) circulate the
‘below plan, to 'the list of folks inm Step 3" {and ask that you circulate it to Karl's shop)
(2) confirm that Kelley is making the Senator/Bush polxtical lead calls, and {3) get !
Battle making.the calls to the USAs. Let us know.

<<USA’ replacement planrdoc;> .

Kyle Sampson -

Chief. 0f Staff :
U.S. Pepartment  of Justice
950 Pennsylvanla Avenue, N.W,

Washington, D.C. 20530
{202} 514-2001 wk.

{2023 305- Lcell.
kyle.sampson@usdoj.gov

_HIC 00359
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e Forwarded Message | ,7 , e
;meFScottienmngSTSJEﬁmﬁg?@gwb% .com>

Date: Sat, 6 Jan 2007 12:42:27 <0500
To: Karl Rove <KR@georgewbush.com>
. Conversation: US Attorney

Subject: Re: US Altorney-

. Damenici wants Peifer. .

'Our'politlca! team wants Bibb,_ but Domenici ddesn't fike him for some reason.

- N Rogers would be the dream, but won't do it.

The other i is a throw -away name, ‘

~----Original Message---<-
From: Karl Rove
To: Scott Jennings

Sent: Sat Jan 06 12:31:01 2007
Subject: FW: us Attorney

Whof's the situation here?

------ Forwarded Message

From: Rod Adair.

. Date: Sat, 6 Jan 2007 11:56:05 -Q500 -
To: Karl Rove <kr@georgewbush. com>
‘Conversation: US Attorney

: Subject us Attorney

This Is a rare moment when a matter |s of such rmportance
that I must contact you, .

The A!buquerque Journal this morning reported fournames
in consideration .for US Attorney for New Mexico. Three .
are quite acceptable, the fourth would be a disaster. (Actually
Rogers would be a fantastic cholce, but it would be my hope
that he would never accept it — which I am alse certain is
the case -'in that he is simply too valuable an asset elsewhere.)

The singular wrohg plck in this group would be Chuck Petfer
He'is, in shorthand, a wuss.

I have personal, direct experience with him observing him.and
“others when he was asked to help an independent expenditure

qroup which had compfied with every letter of the law, yet was

seing harassed by a partisan underling in the Secretary of

“tate’s office. The facts were clear beyond-question. Documentation

as full and authoritative.  The matter was of trivial total value

and expenditure. He refused out of fear of what he would appear -
to be by Democrats, clients, others, etc. In short, he had not

Page 1 of 3
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FW: US Attorney
guts at all even for a satuatlon that dld not even call for a scmtllla '
of courage.

Subsequently, a different Republican lawyer was coﬁfactéd He .
* quickly approved the correspondence, affixed his name and disposed
wnth the matter, whlch was never heard of again

' If you are lookmg for someone who will foliow the law scrupulousty,
. be fair, be honest, and be of service to the nation, all four; even
Peifer, would be qualified {(none more than Rogers, who better not
get it). But if you arelooking for someone wha wil{ do all the above .
AND withstand any criticism, stand up to the Ward Churchill/Michael.. .- -—
_Moore-bullies-af the-world- andmeGro about criticism for doing
his job, the PEIFER IS DEFINITELY NOT THE CHOICE.

He is a wuss, a cowardly wuss, who will disapp'oint_. _

In my alter ego as New. Mexico Demographic Research [ ran six
state representative campaighs this year, including three targeted
races on behalf of the RPNM. For the second cycle in a row, the
only pickups by ‘the GOP in New Mexico were my chents. We
defeated a 17-year incumbent and we took an open seat away that
had never been in GOP hands. A client also held a.GOP open
seat and two incumbent clients held their seats, one of which had .
the lowest Average Republican Vote Strength (average of DB state
races) at 47.86, of any legislator in the state. I also lost one
. challenger race. Sol know a team player, and I know a fighter .
_when I see one. I also know someane who thinks pnmaraly about
himself/herse!f Peifer is'NOT the answer.

Happy New Year!

Rod Adair
State Sehator

" R-Roswell

Chaves & Lincoln Countses
627
www. rodadau‘ com snttp_lmw rgQM> <http: [zwww codgdgu: ggm

The first Republican I knew was my father-and he is still
the Répubiican I most admire. He joined our party
- because the Democrats in Jim Crow Alabama of 1952
" would nict register him to vote. The Republicans did. My
father has never forgotten that day, and neither have 1"’
~Condoleézza Rice 7
"The Republlcan Party is the ship, all eise is the sea."
' -Frederick Douglass _
,"Every rrght that has been bestowed upon blacks was tmtiated by the Repubiican Party. "

- -Mary Terrell, African-American :
Republican and co-founder of the NAACP

'The Democrat Party: Tolerating Negroes and other minorities since 1964.
-Robert Byrd Kluxer, 1941-48

- Pége 20f3
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Allen Weh_

Fromy: Aillen Weh

- Senty 1/11/2007 6:43:03 AM
re: = Scott Jennings; :
Ce:

Subject: . FW: Monzhans Blog today
Attachments: . imaged0l.jpg;

From. Allen Weh - ’

' Sant: Wednesday, January 10, 2007 11:17 PM
To: 'Bell, Steve (Domenici)’
Subject. RE Monahans Blag today

Because Pl’elffer. Kennedy and Rogers have professlonal associates who are aware of what's oing on 1 fi "
leaks are ceming from... as long as no one confirms who is on the list it probably won't hurt an3m|ng gure that s where tha

You re not telling me anythlng new reference Bibb...we had that conversation and | don’t dis roe
However, we also discussad the fact that Bibb views the job as a feadership post, that he'd ﬂ?g mmﬂ%ﬁﬁ:ﬁﬁ?ﬁ:& '
" apparently been palt of the problem, and that'he'd calt in the tough dogs from Justice in DC ta help out with prosecuting these
pending cases........what eise do.we want? We agreed he was “acceptable” if the AG picked him.........so why- do we (you '
fiend) still slgnal the WH that Pfaifer Is the only guy acceptable........FYl, Kennedy is one of my. best fﬂenda but the last unl:;v J
tc;ie;cked he haksmbtu:):nhtant del?‘gateg thel.| aultgonty to har;d pick the nextUs Altty. We are grateful he helped us ‘sliminate a fow folks
- “that were wea at's where he should sto m gaing to tellthe s

o ott and | can talk sbout this. R... gaing anator this when | see him naxt Wednesday and then

A Nen-Responsivé, Mat_él"ial‘ Redacted

g From. Bell, Sbeve (Domenici)
.Sent: Wednesday, Januaty 10, 2007 6:24 PM
To: Allen Weh; Scott Jennings
" Subject: RE: Monahans Blog today

“Yes...

i have had a very candid talk with Jim and told him that we were bothered. depth and breadth of
_experienca...| cleared that with the Senator hefore | talked ta.Jim... oy dep ? aclual o °s°°""’”"'

Even lawyers have blg mouths

From: Allen. Weh ’
Sent: Wednesday, January 10, 2007 5:01 PM.
To: Scott Jennings; Bell, Steve (Menicl)

' _ Subject: Monahans Biog today

" Monahan has to be' talking to some of our GOP lawyere to arrive at this......but whoever thi the “ —— L
have Bibb move to ABQ to run for DA has a great imagination aever thinks that the “they’, which “, us, would

BIBB BASHING?

| :-I wouldn tcailitan- antl Blbb bandwagon, but in reactson to our Tu
. . _ which the Alligators pinpointed lim Bibb as the likely. replacement fisrdc?trt::)?g "
U.S. Attorney David [glesias, we did receive some comment saying Presldentg
. Bush-and Senator Domenici, who will have the ultimate say an the appointment,
- o -should not rush to judgment; that ABQ attorney Charles PPfFer should not be

_._,,__._.H__.....-.._'—-\——----e—--- - ‘ ' - HIC 11 12'




‘ underestumated Here s an example

“Bibb is the "easy” plck not necessarily the’ best one. You may want to kee
neifer was close to (former NM GOP Attorney General) Stratto‘zl1 and currentpjggl grgl?ﬁntha't

- srowning as well as the (GOP lawyer/lobbyist) Mickey Barnett crowd tog. Some Republican.
lawyers who are pushing Peifer.because they think he's one of the best lawyers and has the
brams and backbone to take over an ofﬁce run by folks with one foot in retirement.

“Bubb worked for Igleseas (as an asslstant U.S. attorney). He was pretty low on
.- order.; If Bibb got the job, he'd be the boss of his old bosses. Theypwgzd ratrIErt?uenpgggng
~-—against- (Demuocratit Bernalillo County District Attorney) Kari Brandenburg, after they get him
- - to'move to ABQ. DA--if handled correctly-- can be a very good stepping stone ~~ala (the late
7 GOP Congressman) Steve Schlff ” So Informs one legal beagle \

Interestmg stuff. If it comes down to. who can be a bigger. thom in the S|de of -th '

. € state D's

and Big Bill, it would seem Bibb would have he edge, If it comes to getting the most qualified
and experienced candidate, it appears Peifer has the inside track. It's a powerful position and
one worth watchlng whlch we will be doing.

Allen £. Weh
. Chief Executive Officer -

- -(S) Aviation Services, Inc.
3700 Rio Grande NW
Suite t
Aibuquerqua. NM 87107
(O) 505.761.9000

- {D) 505.342.
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" From:  Kelley, William K.
Sent; = Wednesday, Fébruary.28, 2007 11 31 AM

To: Sullivan, Kevin F.; Wolff, CandldaP Kaplan Joel; Martm Cathenne Fleldlng. FredF.; Rethmeler
Blain K.; Snow, Tony. Bartlett, Dan; Flddelke DebbieS Perino Dana M.

Sublect RE: NM USATTY - -urgentissue .

fFred and I ]ust talked to the DAG about th!s. 'I'hey are preparmg to respond to this, and have assured-us ﬂtat the - A
- WH won't own the story, they 1 wﬂl keep our press and commumcat:ons offices updated though, about what they
mtend to say. . .

) They are piannmg to deny that the mvestigatlon in question played any role in DOJ's decision, and to deny that

any Member contacfed main Justice to complain about the conduct (or not) of any particular investigation. (It is.
_ true that Sen. Domenici had expressed d.i‘ssatlsfactlon with the US Atty, but no pa:ﬁcular investigation or.case.
was every brought up )

n Light of these 1:’:s&\a'elopuw.nts.F DOJ has decided to abandon their plan to importan ouimder as actmg US Atty,
_and instead just to live W1th the lst Asslstant taking over asacting, .

From Sullivan Kevin F.
*Sent: Wednesday, February 28, 2007 11:00 AM ' '
_ To: Wolff, Candida P.; Kelley, Willlam K.; Kaptan, Joel; Martln, Catherine, Fieldmg, Fred F Rethmerer, Blain I<
Snow, Tony; Bartlett, Dan, Fiddelke, Debbie S.; Perlno, Dana M.
- Subject FW: NM USATTY. - urgent issue :
' Importance' High :

pls seé below re 11: 30 am-press confererice in Albuquerque

.From: Jennings, Jeffery S.
Sent: Wednesday, February 28, 2007 10:17 AM o :
“To: 'KR@georgewbush.com’; Fleldmg, Fred F.; - Sullivan, Kevin F.; Perino, Dana M.; 'kyle. sampson@usdo; gov
Cc: 'Sara Taylor' : ‘ _ ,
- Subjecti NM USATTY - urgent issue
" Importance: High

- 1 just: received 4 lé!ephone cafl from- Steve Bell, Sen. Do'menici’s CoS who urgently reported ihe fbllb\n'ring:

1. Outgoing USATTY Dawd Iglesias is holding a press conference at 11:30 Eastern this morning,
- 2. Heis allegedly going to say that he was contacted by two Members of Congress last Fall regardmg the
.investigation into the courthouse eonstruction corruption case. Information on this is in the following article:’
_ http:iwww.abgtrib.com/news/2006/dec/1 9ifederal-attarney-plans-step-down-iglesias-investig/
3. Heis allegedly going to say that the Members urged him to deliver indictments before November's election,
He will further say that one of the Mem'l:ers frustrated with his answer, hung up on him in anger.
4. He is allegediy going to link these phone calls with the current news — saying that he believes this
© ultimately led to his being asked to resign by DOJ.

Bell said Domemcr s idea is not to respond, and hopefully make this a one day story. They have a!ready been
contacted by McClatchey Unfortunately, | do not think that they can make an allegation such as this go away so
easily. They have not conﬁrmed to the’ reporter they were one of the Members.

HIC 10345
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" lam avaﬂable to discuss furlher clea s once thi ha
e riy S ppens In Aibuquerque the reporter$ will be asking DoJ and

J, Scott Jennings -
Special Assistant to the Presldent and

-~—Deputy Director, Ofrcaofponﬁcamffairs—--------'---- i B
(202)455- - : - . ' S

HIC 10346
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From: " Scott Jennings" <sjennir1gs @ gwb43.c;om>
Date: Thursday, March 08, 2007, 10:52:56 PM
To: "Karl Rove" <kr@georgewbush.com>

Subject 'RE: Call me after 10 tomght or after 9 in the am to dlscuss northem dlStl‘lCt of
NY vacancy :

On the phone right now thh Pete Domen:m This news is not going over well. will wrap up and
filt you in.

:From: Karl Rove

Sent: Thursday, March a8, 2007 5:51 PM

" To: Scott Jennings '
'_Sub_ject Cali me after 10 tonlght or after 9 in the am to discuss northem dlStrtCt of NY vacancy

HIC 34001/
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From: o ‘ Martin. Catherlne

“Sent: - Friday, February 16, 2007 6:06 PM
To: , Co . Sulfivan, Kevin F. -
Subject: . "RE: Anything?

Just got out ef a bunch of meetings. .

Card check -- Even though we already have ‘a general veto out on the overall bill, de;n;tles":
- are going to recommend a specific veto threat on three separate provisions in the 'biil
that are not related to- the secret ballot initiative -- just in case the D's strlp out the_”fi,!

—— —.card-check! pzece—and -send -any--of ‘these provigions as free standing prOV151ons Expéét

there w111 be a principals meetlng next week.

.OMB is trylng to flgure out - how to deal with the $ and programs that we ‘agked’ congress to

cut but that congress didn't approve or specifically reject in the CR.. A couple
strategies I. need to review wzth you and Dan next week.

Worklng on border closmng meaaaglng 1n the event of av1an flu for a deps meetlng next -

M week.

Free trade, TPA outreach and communlcations plannlng and 1nteragency coordlnatlon is
underway- under Dave McCormack

We need to talk about TAA in the context of TPA and the.larger income ihequelity’iseued =
Need to. figure out how to drive a broader discussion of these issues. Remind e to £ill"

~you in next week Probably should ‘talk to you and- Dan and 1nclude Fratto

Not much else from my end Have a. good weekend

S -Original Meeaage—-;--'
From -8ullivan, Kewin F.. . ’
nt' Frlday, February 16, - 2007 3:58 EM
Jor Martcin, Catherine
SubjECt Anything?

- We need to talk about? Missed you thls am. oﬁly thing from senior staff besides

resolutions, .al magri, etc was us attys (kr says not true- that harriet 1ntervened - dan

.gpoke to tony, then I den't believe it came up in brleflng)...and as u know, mexican
trucks next week - expected to leak as their events get closer

) Everythzng-ok on your end?-

HIC10248
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From: Hughes, Taylor A.
~ante  2/16/2007 1:21:09 PM
T . Karl Rove /O=REPUBLICAN NATIONAL CDMMITTEEJOU RNCJ’CN"RECIPIENTSICN KR

—iad

Bec:
. Subjocl:: FW: US Atmmey Issue' Generaily and Legislation .

‘They ré trying te set thls up for this afternoon butl said you wefe on a plana and asked if perhaps Jennings could
you re not able to call in, whenever they set this up. P Ps nge could participate if

From: Bakke, Mary Beth

Sent: Friday, February 16, 2007 12:42 PM

To: Hughes, Taylor A.; Herzog, John T.; Pacla, Lindsey N Perino, Dana M.
Subject: US Attomey Issue: Generally and Legislation

Mr. Flelding wouid fika ta convene a meeting as soon as possible to discuss the abave refarancad sy
minutes for tha following participants: _ bject. He will need 20

Karl Rovo

Candl Wolfe
- Dand Perino

Bill Kelley _

Please let me know your availability, Thank you.
Mary Beth

HIC 11725
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.*From:  Jennings A o . "
‘Sent: 172212007 1:22:29 PM : )

~a: *  Scott Jennings; _
e , _ |
Subject:  FW: Urgent US Attomey Issue

’ From- Rove, Kari C,
Sent: Tuesday, January 16, 2007 6: 27 PM

Yot Keliey, willam K.; Wolff, Candida P. "

Le: Kaplan, Joel
‘Subject: RE: Urgent US Attnrnev Issue

'm ﬁne.with it,

From: Kelley, Willlam K

.Sent: Tuesday, January 16, 2007 6: 26 PM
To: Wolff, Candida P.; Rave, Karl C,

Ces Kaplan, Joel -

Subject: Urgent Us Attomey lsue

The AG is sending a letter to.Sen, beahy responding to the issues that have been raised regarding recent us Attomey departures.
. The bagic poiit is that these decisions are made based.on overall DOJ priorities and have nothing to do with investigations or
" . cases that the US Attorneys have pursued. The letter will also say that the AG has not, and does nat intend to, try to evade the
advice and consent process by naming intenm US Attorneys without the Administration's sendlnp; 4 permanent nominee up to
e Semhe, and that the Admlmstration is commltted to seeking to f:ll all 94 Us Altomey stots with Senate conﬁrmed folks.

-ae last statement on ﬁlimg all 94 slots would commit the Administration to that polir.y. which wouldn't be 4 change from general '
practice but hasn't been announced as such. To be clear, there are always same openings and some Inferim US Attorneys in place,
ut we haven't ever just stood pat on that and have instead always worked to fill the slots in consultation with the refevant . ’

SenatoraWe areukay with DOJ's proposal o RIlng all'9a slots, but Joel would Tike your reactions befom signing off on
authorizing the AG to say it publicly.

. we'd like a quick reaction, b_ecauqe 0DO] emphasizes their need to get the letter-out asap, tonight if possible. -

N o o ' | | o : . ' .' HJC 1161¢
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M’IL- : J:HZ%’E’
"l’ﬂ’t

' . = "Th rt repared for Karl Rove,” said
: State GOP °ﬁ|CIal pUShed sou?c;e\ar?th \I,:l?:vﬁedg;eof the si?trlatigx?"Rsig: v?anted‘
\Y, Ote fraUd issue it so he could give it to Karl Rove.”

Yeah, that Karl Rove, President Bush's political

Posted: April 7, 2007 mastermind and his deputy chief of staff.

The same guy who was knee-deep in helping decide
which U.S. attomeys to keep or to boot.

So the head of the state parly went to the political
arm of the White House with a report supposedly
documenting widespread abuse of election laws in
Milwaukee, violations that the party clearly believed
: ' weren't getting the attention they deserved. in late
Daniel Bice 2005, U.S. Attorney Steve Biskupic, a Bush

No Quarter appointee, announced that his probe found no
E-MAIL evidence of a conspiracy to steal the 2004 election
here.

The mystery is solved.
Was Wiley - or his boss at the time, then-Chairman

For Weeks, it was Uncleal' Who Whil'IEd to the \Nhiie Rick Graber - hoping the Bush team Would ax
House last year that.not enough voter fraud cases Biskupic, as it did the other top federal prosecutors
were being prosecuted in Milwaukee. last year?
Now we know. "I'm not suré it was that nefarious," said the

. . . knowledgeable source. "l think the idea was to make
The state Republican Party went straight to the top-in Rove aware of the situation in Wisconsin."

its efforts to make voter fraud an issue in Wisconsin.

Gee, that's an awfully generous reading of the facts.
Sources tell No Quarter that Rick Wiley, then the

executive director of the state GOP, directed a staffer Look at what White House officials have put on the
in 2005 o prepare a 30-page report on election record. : .
abuses in Wisconsin so Wiley could pass it along to :
a top White House official. Last month, Bush spokeswoman Dana Perino said .
: . that, beginning in mid-2004, the VWhite House
That document, entitled "Fraud in Wisconsin 2004: A received complaints that federal prosecutors were
Timeline/Summary,” tumed up last week in the not vigorously pursuing complaints of voter fraud
horde of White House and U.S. Justice Depariment in Philadelphia, New Mexico and Milwaukee. She
records released by the House Judiciary Committee, said the president met with Attorney General Alberto
which is investigating the firing of eight U.S. Gonzales in October to discuss those concerns,
attorneys, among other things.
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——Mexico; butatso-Wisconsin-and-Pennsylvania:——————was-complaining-about-him:

~_OnFriday, he did notreturncalls.

20f2

White House Counsel Dan Bartlett made it clear in a
March 13 press briefing who specifically was
coming under criticism.,

"Over the course of several years, we have received

complaints about U.S. attorneys, particularly when it
comes to election fraud cases - not just New

Then consider the high-profile testimony from

| Gonzales' former chief of staff, Kyle Sampson.

Under questioning from Senate Judiciary Chairman
Patrick Leahy (D-Vi), Sampson said Rove was
leaning on the attorney general.

" do remember leaming - | believe, from the
attorney general - that he had received a complajnt
from Kart Rove about U.S. attorneys in three _
Jurisdictions, including New Mexico," Sampson said
on.March 29.

"And the substance of the complaint was that those
U.S. attorneys weren't pursuing voter fraud cases
aggressively enough.”

Hmmm, who were those two other prosecutors that
Rove brought up to Gonzales? Were they from the
areas named by Perino and Bartlett?

Mgre to the point: Was Biskupic on the chopping
block?

For now, that question will remain unanswered.
U.S. Sens. Herb Kohl or Russ Feingold - both of
whom sit on the Senate Judiciary Committee - falled
1o raise the question at the Sampson hearing.

And everybody else's lips are sealed.

Wiley, now with former New York Mayor Rudy
Giuliani's presidential c_ampa‘ign, was Unavailable.-

Chris Lato, the party's former press guy and now a
WTMJ-AM (620) reporter, also didn't return calls.
Graber, now the U.S. ambassador to the Czech
Republic, has declined to talk.

Biskupic had little to say early in the week, repeating
his earlier statements that he didn't know anybody

Which is understandable, given the U.S. Court of
Appeals ruling late last week thai tossed his case
against a former state worker.

So it was a tough week for Biskupic, but at least he
still has his job.

Danief Bice can be contacted by phone at (414) 223-
5468 or by e-mail at dbice@joumalsentinel.com.

© 2005-2007, Journal Sentinel Inc. All
rights reserved. | Produced by Journal
Interactive | Privacy Policy :
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" FRAUD IN WISCONSIN 2004
A TIMELINE/SUMMARY
Prepared by Chrls Lato, RPW Commumcatlons Director ¢ Iato@wnsgop.org

AUGUST 31 2004

Processing voter forms irk clerks

are sorting through hundreds of incomplete voter-registration forms.. . The forms, collecied by the New.
Voters Projéet, a non-pattisan effort to register 265,000 18- to 24-year-olds-in Wiscorisin and five other
battleground states, landed with a-thugd on the desks of clerks across the state Monday, leaving municipal
officials serambling to  cafch up. Because nearly all-of the forms amved without proof of identification- -
which i required for new voter registrations - the élerks must mail itidividual responses asking for it... All
of this in a state where voters can register at the polls on election day by showing.a Wisconsin dnver‘s
Ticense, residential ledse ar utility bill...One of the biggest backlogs is'in. Racine, where 250 registration:
forms arrived Monday courtesy ‘of the New Voters Project. Add that to the 700° voter forins furned in last

" week from Project’ Vote, and Acting Clerk Carol}m Moskenas says she may not be able to contact everyons -

who needs to show ID before the Sept, 14 primary:election ... To be ready 1 for the primary election,

. miunicipatities have to-print out their voter rolls next week. Fhat. leaves clerks and their staffs scramblmg to

handlc all.the new registration applications in time ... In Brookfield, more than 300 forris arrived in two
Iarge evelopes ... New Voter Project appllcants areé being asked to-provide proof that they live in.
Brookfield, or will have to prove it at the polls... One clerk who did not seiind appreciative on Monday was
Carls Ledesma in Wauwatosa. She said some of the 450 registration forms received there were dated as far.
back as June. None has the required ID, she said. "To get 450 dumped in your lap that have been smmg
afound somewhere for six weeks is really disconcesting,” she said... The bad news, atleast for Racine, is

that ?I’D_]E.‘.Cl Vote has 600 more voter applications that will be mailedtoday, according to Damien Jones, the .

group's Rat..ne and Wenosha coordmator http /Iwww 1sonlmc comlneWSlstatc/au004ﬁ55239 asp:

iE_,PTEMBER 38, 2004

Project Voté fﬂad 1,389 voter registration appilcahons in Racine prsor to the SepL 14 primary. More than-
20% had problems, according to the city clerk’s office: -

- Six were for residenis who lold the city clerk's office (hey had not s:gned the forms or authonzcd them
to be filed.

= 230 appllcauons contamed addresses that don't exist or are outside of Racine.
.= 96 cou{d not be processed because they were missing information.
s Signatures on applications purporting to be for Danielle Pflugrad, Paul Pfheger and Henry Pflleger were
"suspiciously similar.” All three were already registered to.vote:
" About 150 of the applications rejected by the clerk’s office were rewewed by the- Mllwaukee Joumal
Sentinel:
. Elghty had addresses. that don t exist or are outside of Racme
~One application attempted to register Tasha I ackson but the signature on the form was Jackson Tasha. .
- Signatures appeared similar an three forms purportmg to apply for Albert Wells of Austin St. One.
Froject Vote employee dated one apphcatmn Aug. 4; thie ather two applications, ﬁled by two other PrOJect'
Vote emp!oyccs, were dated Aug 6.

" office.

‘Efo:tttd—#ﬁs#jbmg‘pmpm io theml]?‘i T&’becoming a. myal pain for Wlsconsm s mumcxpal clérks, who

Project Vo;e filcd ‘483 more applications in Racine last week that have. not yel been reviewed by the clerk's
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- residents said they had not signed applications turned fnto t

Voter reg:stratlon dr:ve comes under scrutmy

A group that says it has registered 30, 000 voters in southcastern Wlsconsm could face a cnmmal
investigationbecause of voter registration applications that may have been filed fraudulently. Acting

Racine City Clerk Carolyn Moskonas said Tuesday she will ask the district attorney's office to investigate -
-~ at least six voter registration applications filed by Projéct Vote .. That non-profit organization, which also -
has filed scores of Racing applications that contain bogus addresses, has firéd its Racine-area coordinator _
because of problems with the filings... . The same problem has surfaced in nelghbo:mg Caledonia, said’

Town Clerk Wendy Christensen. She has asked Caledonia pohcc to investigate cases in which four

s turned nto th . ndWJW _ e —

Sulmitted by Froj Ote ... Whether the possibly fraudulent voter reglstrauon applications could lead 10
"any widespread voter fraud seems unhke[y, because anyone wanting to vote in.someone else’s name wou[d

- have to know which faked applications were processed, Moskonas dnd Christensen said. But they said. they .
could not guarantee that they will catch all of the applications that have problers.... Project Vote - which
pays workers $7 an hour and $1.50 per appln'muan after they reach a quota - has filed nearly 1,900.voter
tegistration applications with the city in the past couple of montkis.... Project Vote targets: first-time voters.
and the "disenfranchised™ and has filed 30,000 voter-registration apphcatmnsm M1lwaukee, Racme and :
Kenosha. htt http://www.jsonline, com!news/rac|ne!sen04ﬁ6251 1.asp

SEP’I“EMBER 30. 2004 -,

2 voter regtstraﬂon workers in caurt on cnmmal charges

'Racme - Twn people lmpheated in possxbly fraudulem voter regl,strattons herc are bﬁmg prosecuted for -
unrelated Srimes, court records show. Both of those workers are Milwaukee residents who, like other
“Project Vote workers, are-raid $7 2n hour and, after meeting a quota, $1.50 for each voter reg1stranon

. np"‘h ahon chcy dle. Ti'ey could not be reached for comment... .Also chnesday *

* Acting Raciie Cny Glerk: Lnrolyn Moskonas asked the d:stnct attomey s office. to lnvcsugata
irregularitics in several voter registration applicaticns filed by Pm]ect Voteé. In seven of the cases, residents:
told the clerk’s office that they had not sifined the forms that were filed in their names. Deputy District

* - Attorney Michael Nieskes said the Racine County Sheriff’s Department and local police would investigate.

Hersaid he had been in contact with the state Elections Board and expects that a state Depariment of Justice
investigator also would participate. - .
* Moskonas revoked the “depisty régistrar” desrgnatlons the city had given to four Project Vote workers .-' .
including the two facing the unrelated cnmlnal charges - because of problems and irregularities” wuh
_ voter registration forms they filed.
* Doris Alexander, head of Project Vote's Mllwaukee off' ice, said she bad terminated all of the warkers

- who registered voters in Racine. She sént the group's new Racine coordinator and several newly hlred

* “workers to Rac:ne on Wednesday to take the mandatory city class for registering voiers.

Project Vote workers were certiﬁet_‘l by thc City of Ra_cine as registrarsrafter completing a city class and
swearing that they would conduet their work honestly. The group submitted 1,389 voler-registration
applications-in Racine before the Sept. 14 primary election and 483 more last week that have yet lo be.
reviewed by the, ity clerk’s office. htth/www isonline. com/news/raclnelseno4f"62820 asp? fon'nal—prmt

OCT OBER 1, 2004

Deputy re g:strar ma y have wolated state electton law

A Milwaukee man who worked in a Racine voter registration drive said Thursday he never met with any of -
the people whase voter registration applications he-signed... A prosecutor and iwo election officials said
that, 1f lrue, such acuon by the fi red employee of Pro_)ecl Vme appcars to be a cleat violation of state
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. elechon law on voter reglstmuons ... Robert Marquise- Blalr.efy, 23, of Milwaukee was one of a handful of

Project Vote workers- who became a deputy registrar in Racine by taking a class over the summer at the 7
Racine city clerk’s office. His name appears On numerous Racine voter reglstratmn applications, butthe . - -
clerk’s office could nat estimate how many .. Reactmg to earlier news this waek about Project Vote's ‘
profilems in Racine, the state Repubiican Party asked the state Elections Board to creale emergency
- rules to ensure that the Nov. 2 election goes smoothly ... But the Elections Board director said such rules

. are not necessary and are not likely to be adopted, and leaders of the state Democratic and Libertarian .
' .pamvs said they would not support the proposal. hitp://www. jsonline. conﬂnewslracmelseggﬂ"& 1 74 asp

oc_lQBER2! 2004 R

M:Iwaukee seeks- voter form probe

The Mxlwaukce Electxon Commlsszon has asked the dlS[l'Ict attomeys ofﬁce to review 21 ~oter registration
" applications that are "suspicious,” officials éonfirmed: Friday. The request appears ta be similar to one made
this week by Racine officials, who asked the Racine County district attorney’s office to investi gate seven

voter registration dpplications filed by a'group called Project Vote. Lisa Artisos, executive direcior of the

Milwaukee Election Commission, could not be’ reached o Patrick Curley, clifef of staff t to Milwaukee
‘Mayor Tom Barrett, said. that while the suspicious apphcahons raisé concern, thiere is'fio evidence of

mdespread voler registration problcms . Coricerns about voter registration drives, which are operaung at
" unprecedented levels in some Wisconsin cities, wete raiséd this week because of thie probleins in Racine.

" The locat director of Project Vote, which says it has filed more.than 1 million voter registration .

* applications in 25 states; said the group’s entire Racinié staff was fired because of the problems .. .Acting
Racine City Clerk Carelyn Moskonas and Kevin Kennedy, execuhve director of the state Elections Board,
said-this week that they don't believe the problems uncovered in Raeine indicate dny risk of widespread
fraud in the Nov. 2 election. They agreed; however, that the glut of voter registration applications ﬁled this a .

- . year - estimaled by Kennedy at 200,009 statewide - makes reviewing the appllcauons more

difficult ... Earlier Friday at a Milwaukee city budget hearing ... Artison said she: made it clear "any voter
_reglsrranon wheee fraud is a possibility will be irnmediately refesred to the M:lwaukee Couaty district. -
allomey s affice.” hitp: I!www isonlme conllnews[meu'oloctﬁ41263415 asg -

OCI‘OBERZO 2004 I

RPW NEWS RELEASE' FELONS ILLEGALLY VOTING,
REGISTERING TO VOTE IN WISCONSIN '

Wisconsin's county shenffs,’ district altomeys, election officmls and -U.S. Attomeys.are being calied upon

1o ensure felons locked up in county jails are not allowed to allegally vote dbsentee in the current election, .

after-at least one felon.in the Dane County Jail illegally voted via abseatee ballot, and .12 others received’

. absentee ballots. The Repub]:can Party of Wisconsin has confirmed that the felons obtained the baliots
through a voter registration drive conducted at the jail. As of today, Madison election officials reportéd that
they had not yet received the ballots in quesuon, but RPW has reason to believe at least one has already
been sent from the jail. In Wisconsin, it is a felony for convicted felons to vote until after they have

‘completed their probation and parole terms ... According to today’s deaukee Journal Sentinel, nearly

+ 200 voters in at least 2 county jails — in Dane and Racine Counties ~ have been registered to reccive
ahsentee ballots. The story goes on to report tha¢ there islittle or no oversight, and that election -
supervisots in both places would not conduct backgreund checks on jail inmates who are reglstermg
to vote and seekmg absentee ballots . : :

OCTOBER 26, 2004
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RPW NEWS RELEASE DEMS ORDER COFFEE WITH THEIR
KRINGLE IN BRIBERY ‘VOTE-'A-THON

‘A ﬂyar for a Democrat-themed ‘vote-a-thon’ planned for this Saturday on the state Capltol square in _
Madison fails to disclose who is funding the effort and promises frée coffee ata local restaurant for takmg
part, in potential viofation of state law. The flyer urges people to ‘gather and go’ to the City-County

- Bailding in Madison. The fiyer includes cartoon images of donkeys but has no legally-required disclaimer

that highlights who is behind the political effort. The flyer also promises free coffee at the nearby Sunprint

Café, Whlch !yplcally charges 150 (tax :ncluded) for coffee Wisconsin Statute 12.11 defines election

Hmﬁiﬁy‘iﬁdﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁy‘p’éﬁﬁ&lmess&ge it
contains and the value of which cxceeds Sl " (Emphas& added) “Unfortunately, the Democrats are -

increasingly relying on the troubling and illegal practice of bribery to Tustle up votes,” Repubhcan Party of

"Wisconsin Executive Director Darrin Schmitz pointed out. “Aficr the ‘smokes for votes’ case in 2000 and
the Jim Doyle campaign’s shameless bribery of the menlally disabled with quarters and krmgle in.2002, it

‘ appears the Democrats are back to: their old law-breaking tncks." : ’ :

Vater drive usmg kids draws f:re

Hundreds of publlc schao[chlldrcn, some as young as 11, are taking time oyt of rcgular ciassesto canvass.
neighborhoods in Milwaukee, Madison and Racine ina get-out-the-vote effort organized by Wiscansin -
Citizen Action Fund - a group whose umbrella organization has endorsed: Tohn Kerry for president. The -
coatition says the effort is non-partisan, but because the group is targeung minority neighborhoods and
- those with historically low votér turnout - overwhelmingly Democratic areas - Républican operatives are
. &rying fou] amid the highly charged political atmosphere in-the state. “They are exploiting schoolchildren
on the taxpayers' dime to conduct whal is cleasly a Demiocratic, pattisan get-out-the-vote effort," said Chris .

o Lato, communications dlrector for the Repubhcan Party of Wisconsin. "To spexd this time on-a clearly

p:.msan effort when thesé kids should be in school learning is shocking. It's a disgraceful use of taxpayer
“imoney.” The idea for the program was deveioped by l.arry Marx, co-exceutive directdr of Wisconsin °
“Citizen Action, a public interest group whose mission is to "unite the political clout of its 74,000 mdlvtduztl
. members.and 207 afﬁ!iate orgamzauons into a sxgmf‘ cant grass-roots force for-social. change around key:
issues and eleetians in "Wisconsin." The program is part of the schicols curriculim and is enddrsed by
Elizabeth Burmaster, the supenntendent of the state's Department of Publi¢ Instruction, That job is\non-

-+ partisan, but Burmaster was elected to it in 2001 with support of groups that traditionally back Democratic -

candidates. Cotntered Lato: "Anyone cla:mmg this is pon-partisan is bcmg amazingly disingenuous.”
Students dre going door to door and usingphone banks to call homes urging ¢itizens to register to vote and

1o remind them where the polling places are. On election day, hundreds of students plan to go out into the
community to induce peop[e 1o go to the polls. Ringing doorbells in Ward 231 in Milwaukee's far south
side on Tuesday morning, Trenise J ohnson, 11, and a dozen of her classmates-at Wisconsin Conservalory -
of Lifelong Learning, missed a variéty of classes, including science, math. and reading. Bob Hudek, -

* Wisconsin Citizen Action Fund's co-executive director, said the reference to the Kerry endorsement was
removed to make room on the Web site for information about poiling l6cations. "Our members are pretty.

- Glear about where we stand on the’ candidai¢s,” he said. When they go door to door, students are instructed - -

. not to discuss their personal political views, But that has not always been the case, said Dave Wemgmd a

.- Wisconsin Citizen Action Fund membér who has organized children at Milwaukee Education Center .

_ Middle Schiool. "We try and steer. clear of political discussions, but . . .," he said as his voice trailed off.

"I'm sure some conservatives could make a lot ont of this. But our motwes are entirely pore.” Likewise,

. Georgia Duerst-Lahti, chairman of the political science-department at Beloit College, said she finds mcnl in
the program, but she wishes the peoplc at Wisconsin Citizen Action would not “pretend they arg not

patisan.” "lt's a llbcral lefty kind of group, aid everyone knows it," she said. Any gct-om-the—vote effort,

eSpemaliy in urban areas, is likely to help the Democrats, said Duerst-Lahti. "There is absoluwly a pal‘l!Sa'l

‘aim here,” she said, http:/fwww, |sonlme com/newslmelrofoctM/"G‘)SS7 asp

OCTOBER 27, 2004
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stand, In niné of those cases, the GOP said voling récords showéd someone was listed as having voted from
.. thataddress in receat elections... A Journal Sentinel review Thursday of many of the names and addresses
confirmed some of the problems cited by the GOP, as well as uncovered additional missing addresses.
.."This is a black eye on the city of Milwaukee and the state of Wisconsin," GOP Chairman Rick Graber
sald. "These 5, 600 addresses could be used to allow fraudulént voting. Whether it's deliberate or not,
something's wrong when you have people from addresses that don't exist.” ... Left undetermined Thursday:
- How miany of the challenged addresses are actually non-cxistent and how many represent clerical errors;
" “now-demolished buildings or attempts to vote fraudulently...The 5,619 addrésses cited by the GOP
'represem about 1.5% of the 386,527 registrants, a number that now may be more than 400,000 based on the
20,000 new registrants officials cited this we e Jo mLSennﬂel:ea:'Fhursdaymewemﬁhf
= resses cited by Republicans to detcrmme the validity of their complaint ... Of the 34.
prupemes that the GOP highlighted inits complamt the newspaper could not locate 26 addresses or the
voters' pames associated with those addresses. The other eight instances appear to be typographiical errors
in which the voters’ addresses wére mcorrectly listed on the voter registration rolls. .. The newspaper also . :
attempted to locate 74 other addresses among the 5,600 Tisted in the GOP' complamt and detcnmned that 68 -
of them didn't exlst. httg.l wWW. rsonlme com/news/metmlc::ct(]l4!27&3!603r as_p_ :

OCT OBER 29. 2004

: Vote ihquiry“‘s_harpen‘s. focus

g Amld a rcnewed push Fnday by Republicans-to get some 5,600 names rcmoved from Mtlwaukee votlng
lists, prosecutors began exammmg 500 new registrants that a city review indicated are from non-existent
-addtesses... The same review by-the city altorney's office, however, raiscd doubts about the quality of the
'GOP's original list, finding that hundreds of the addrésses that the Republicans claim are inivalid and want
removed do, in fact, exist. Somie others, according to City Altorney Gtant Langley, can be explamed by
. data entry errors, not attempted fraud. Meanwhile, city and state officials are working 'this weekend to
_establish a safeguard system that will - by Tuesday - highlight any addresses still in question..."Nobody is-
disputing the'vast majority of these are bad addresses,” said- Chris Lato; a sl:okesman for the state GOP.He.
said the. party was working with. the <ity 1o review-thé fist,: :questioned: the notion it had significant problems
and noted that on Friday. thcy found-raoré bad addresses....At least some of the addresses will be
investigated for possible fraud... State officials, who intervened as a result of the GOP appeal were
workmg with the city to create a system by which poll workers would check the identification.of anyone
attempting to vote from possibly non-existent addresses and, if none was prowded allow them to-cast rare
"chalicnge ballots." Lato said the patty had not signed off on'the ¢oncept, though its appeal lays out some
. simildr alternatives to remaving all the addresses, which include numerous vacait lots and, in one case, a
_EYIOS stand Langley, like Mayor Tom Barrett, acknowledges there are non-existent or suspect addresses
" on the GOP list. But'they say it is due to many factors, not a case of massive voter fraud as some have
intimated. Lato acknowledged human error may be a factor in the bad addresses but noted they are an -
. invitation for fraud: "As long as they're on the list, somebody can vote from- lhem :
. hupiiwww.jsonline. com/newslmetro/octﬂ4!270904 .asp -

_RPW NEWS RELEASE RPW SEEKS ELECTIONS BOARD
ACTION ON PHANTOM MILWAUKEE ADDRESSES

"~ The chubhcan Patty of Wlsconsm (RPW) today called on the state-of Wisconsin Elections Board
1o overturn the decision by the Milwaukee Election Commission 1o ignore the 5,619 addresses on the city’s
‘'voter registration rolls that de not exist, according to a review conducted by RPW. The motion calls on the
Elections Board to act immediately to-protect thousands of non-existent Milwaukee addresses from being
_considered legitimate by poll workers oni election day, A sample of 74 Of the addresses mspected by RPW -
was also examined independently by the Mitwaukee Journal Sentinel. The newspaper’s review, publrshed '
- today, found 68 of the addresses they surveyed — or 31.89% -- could riot be located. Other areas of concern:
*  Thousands of non-existent or highly questionable addresses are currently on the City of” :
Milwaukee’s voter registration rolls. The Milwaukee City Attorney, Mayor Tom Barrett, the
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Milwaukee County Dlstnct Attorney and the Milwaukee Journal Sentmel all acknowledge alarge
_ number of bad addresses exist, potentlal!y allowing for election day abuse, - .
* ' Numerous reports of felons voting, registering te vote and actmg as voter rcglstrauon depuues in
- Racine, Dane and Mjlwaukec counties.
¢ The diserfranchisement of Wisconsinites currently in the military overseas, some of whom have .
yet to receive their baliots due to Democrat legal actions aimed at kicking Ralph Nader off the
. ballot, or received their ballots too [ate to bé.counted-on election day.
*  The decision of the Madison Mayor and City Clerk, in direct consultation with the John I{eny
campaign, to keep late office hours on the same day as a Kerry rally in Madison last week to ailow
o - S rally attendees to vote absentee after the rally. This blatant use of taxpaycrisesources-on-behalf-ofa:- -
e T Wﬂﬁﬁ\f_poﬁﬁﬁf_mpaig_fmléd_ﬁoﬁécr, when the number of voters failed to come anywhere
' " riear anticipated levels. _
"+ The use of children as young as 11 years.old, during regular school hours to canvass for-votérs on
" . behalf of Wisconsin Citizen Action, a left-wing group that has enddrsed Democrat John Kerty.
Public outcry was 5o strong that the Milwaukee Public School system halted the program one day
after it came to Ilght in the. Mllwaulcee Journal Semmel. .

OCTOBER 30, 2004

GOP demands IDs of 37, 000 in c‘:ty

'C‘ltmg a new list of more than 37,000 qucsuonablc addtesscs, the state Republican Party demanded
- Saturday that Milwaukee c1|:y officials require identifi cat:on from all of those voters Tuesday. .If the city -
. doesn't, the party says | it i¢ prepared to have volunteers challengc cach individual - including thousands who
- might be ‘missing an apartment number on their registration = at the polls. The move, which dramatically.

- -escalates the party's claims of bad addresses and potentiil fraud, was condemned by Democrats as a last-

minute effort to suppiess turnout in the city by creating long delays at the polls. City pff' icials, who alseady
“were trying o establish safegiards in response to the party's claim of 5,619 bad addresses, were surpnsed
by the 37,180 number, nearly seven times larger. "It's nota leap at all to say the potenual for voter fraud is

" high in the city, and the integrity of the entire election; frankly, isat stake," said Rlck Grabcr, state GOF
chairman. "The city’s records are in horribile shape.” Any inaecurate:address, he said; is an opening for

. semeomne to cast a fraudulent vote: However, many of thie. new addresses now cited might be eligible voters
who have voted for years without problems. City. Attorney Grant Langley labeled the GOP request ’

" “oistrageous.” ... The same list generated about 13,300 cases where incorrect zpartment numbers were hsted '
and some 18, 200 more cases where no apartment number was listed for an existing building. However, the
party didn't include any of thosé in its original chatlenge; filed thre¢ minutes before the 5 p.m. Wednesday
deadline ....Democrats say the effort is designed to give the impression it will be difficult to vote in
Milwaukes, ir hopes of giving an ‘advantage to President Bush over Democratic Sen. Johri Kerry.... The

. new addresses offered Saturday by Republicans muddied an already comphcated matter and could slow

" down attempts under way fo institute safeguards on the initial list... In conjunction with the Milwaukee -
County district attorney's office, the city attorney's office began reviewing the 5,619 names ‘Friday. It found

" many cases where an address does not exist but also hundreds where it believes an address does .

- exist.... The Journal Sentinel reviewed 74 of the addresses on the original list and found 68 of those do not
‘exist. Others, though, were likely to be clerical errors.. . Citing its expanded list, the GOP argues any

" address- deficiency, such as no apartment number listed, constitutes an invalid registration... Lisa Artison,

" ‘Head of the city Election Commission, said she takes any challénge or claim of fraud seriously. ... Langley .

: mdlcated Friday the district attornéy's office was reviewing about 500 new voter registrations that appear to
e from non-existent addresses. http llwww jsonlme COT/ m.wslrnetro/octﬂ-i 271173.asp

-. Newest voter list contains non-exis’tent-addresses |

"As the state Républican party raises questions about the validity of addresses on Milwaukee's voter rolls, a
just-released list of newly registered voters contains. at least two dozen non-existent addresses, a Journal
Sentinel review has found. The newspaper asked the city's Election Commission for a list of all voters who
had registered to vote since Apnl 6. The city on Friday provided a list of 16,408 rniames and addrcsses '
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o -planned 50 that he can vote in person T‘uesday hitp://www, |son!me com#newslmetroloct04l271 146.asp

USing the- city’s database of property tax recé)rds the Journal Sentinel identified about’3 ,300 addresses that
“appeared to be suspect. From that list, the newspaper randomly selected 200 addresses to clieck. Each of

those addresses was individually checked with city progerty records and other online databases to

determine whether they were valid. The newspaper natrowed the list of suspect addresses to 60.and then
had staff members drive to where those addrésses should have been, A total of 20 addresses - or 10% of the
sample of 200 were verified as non-existent. In addition; on the initial list of 16,000 voters, the newspaper
found five voters’ reglslered at addresses that are [isted on city records are vacant lots. Also, the new list of
reglstered voters contains 34 instances in which peoplé with the same First name, last name and middle

 Initial afe listed twu:e Because a new state law prohibits elections.officials from releasing the birth datesof -

mediately certaimwhether thoseewly Tegistered voters wit with the same.

names were thc'same peopte or-whether they were different people with the same names. The Journal -
o Senunels Hindings are similar to what state Repubhcans say they found in reviewing ‘the city's entire list of

more than 300,000 registeréd voters, However, while some of the problems on the master list of rcglslered

voters could datg back years, | the. dlscrepancles found on the list-of newly reglstcrcd volers surfaced in the .
) last six months. http: llwww 15online. com/newsfstateloct04f27] 150.asp :

Check of ballot requests unco vers prablems

_ R;ecords from the Mxlwaukr.e Electmn Commission show an absenlee ballot Tor Tuesday's election was :
- requested for Robert L. Anderson Jr., who'i is registered to vote at 3434 W, St. Paul Ave. Two problems:

Anderson, 2 Marine stationed i HaWau, is not eligible to vote as a resident of 3434 W. St. Paul Ave.

. because that address is for A&A Transmissions, an aute repair business owned by his father, Robert L.
"Anderson Sr. State law says you can only be-segistered. 1o vote at your residence. Anderson is not ehgnble to
_vole as a Milwaukee resident because his permanent address, according to. his father, is with him - in

Muskego ... More than 17,500 requests for. absentée ballots have beent received in Milwaukee, an increase of

. more than 70%-over the 10,017 absentee ballots actuatly cast in the 2000 presidential election. West Allis,
_‘Mequon and Kenosha are among other municipalities where absentee tequests have exceeded the 2000
tailies... But with the surge in absentee votmg and flaws in the voter registration system, a Journal Sentinel

check of absentee ballot requests made in M:Iwaukee -found. problems In all, the Journal Sentinef visited 40

" addresses and made.other checks of the absentee ballot process. The-i inquiries also'tuned-up; Joanne . .
" Enerson of the 9400 Block of W. Condordix Ave. said: she and her husband, David, each received twa-

absentes ballots: Enerson said she returned the two extras. Lisa Artison, executive director of the
Milwaukee Election Commission, said a couple of double mailings have occurred. Sherika Booker, of the’
2300 block of N. 16th St. ,-produced an absentee ballot she received in the mail but.said shé did not request

- it. She said she probably wauld not use it and would instead vote at the polls, though she has not voted-
_ before. Artison said the city received a request to mail absentee ballots to Booker for both the September
. pnmary and Tuesday's election and did so. Keith Wunrow of the 1700 block of N. Prospect Ave., who lives

in Ticson, Ariz., much of the year, is on the permanent list to receive an absentee ballot but hadn't received

" one 2s.0f Thursddy. He said the Milwaukee Election Commission told him Wednesday that many absentee

ballots have not beea mailed. Wunrow plans to return to Milwaukee on Monday, a week earlier than he had

OCT OBER 31 2004

Voters Ifkely to feel they're. bemg watched

From poil wa:chers to prosecutors to party-sponsored auorncys, Wisconsin residents can expect
unprecedented scrutiny when they vote Tuesday. Thousands of poll watchers and attorneys - from the

© - parties, law enforcement agencies and outside groups - will watch the process, and each other. Although

both parties say they will have volunteers stationed across the state - and both boast of a lead lawyer in .

~ each county - Milwaukee will likely be at the center of it all ... Republicans say their poll watchers will have
~-a list of the disputed addresses and will challenge anyone who atiempts to vote. from-them. Democratic

. groups say they will be there to protect the rights of votets. With some 20,000 new voters registered in the
. city; Milwaukee wards may become the front Iines in what cauld be a battle over individual votés. Some of

the new.registrants were questioned by city election officials, who referred them to the Milwaukee County

" HIC 00172-H



* district atiomey's office. Meanwhile, a Journal Sentinel review found that at least two registrars, deputized

by the city, are felons and are not legally allowed to sign up volers. It is.uriclear how many people the two .
registered.... In the city, some 1,600 paid poll workers will be joined by dozens of volunteer workers,

‘members of Batrett's cabinet and other high-ranking city employees, plus the party-backed poll watchers .

and poll walchers from outside groups... In addition, 40 county prosecutors will monitor sites, and the U.S.
attorney's offices in Milwaukee and Madison will have lawyers responding to complaints. So will the state -
Department of Justice. ... Wisconsin has one of the most open voting systefus in the country, something -
officials have pointed to with pnde over the years as a reason for the state's traditionally high voter turnout.
Where some hail openness, others see laxity and the potent:al for fraud. Indeed, with no identification :

required for aiready-registered voters_,jndsamcsdgaem mgnmhu&iommmmﬁf

'for:ﬂlaterlﬁi_é?person 10 cheat the sysiem and harder for officials to catch them. For instance, those who
" move from one city to another - say Wauvatosa to Milwaukee - could well be listed and vote at both

add resses, somethmg a statevnde voter list'would curb in future elections. Now, someone could vaté ata
ward using the name and address of someone clse already registered, provided they artive first: And felons
could register at the polfs and vote, as workers do not have the ability to do-an-the-spot background

:checks <"In 2000, we did very little in terms of poll watching and. voter fraud and clearly it happened,.
safd Rick Graber, chairman of the state Repubhcan Pirty. "We'l have the inost comprehensive program the

party has ever had.” Republicans. will kave attorneys-on calkin each county and some 5,000 voluntéers"on

‘the ground including those with. get-out-the vote efforts. Demiocrals have their own plins, which are alsa

attomey-hedvy: more than 500 attomeys alone are to be itvolved... In addition to the parties, othér graups

- ‘will bé present, incliding one firtanced by the Peapie for the American. -Way Foundation and a host of

others, including labor unions called the Election Protection Coalmon.

' http‘flwww 1son1me cominews!metroloctﬂ4/27! 189 -asp

Republlcan Party of Wlsconsm (RPW) Cha:rman Rxck Graber released a

| 'stdtement after the announcement of a settlement that, at the urging of RPW,

the City of Milwaukee will take an unprecedented step towaid preventing
fraud and other illegal conduct ont. electmn day.

v . “With today’s announccmcnt, M:lwaukee cuy officials are acknowledgmg 2 substanhal problem

~ exists with thousands of faulty or nan-existent addresses currently found cn the city’s voter registration

rolls apd- they aré beginning to deal with it. This resolution offers an additional layer of protection to assure
legal voters that their ballot will not be disenfranchised by-a fraudulently-cast vote from these bad
addresses. Everyone — from the city attorney’s office, to the district attorney’s office, to city hall, to the’
State Elections Board, to the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel — doesn’t argue with the faci that there are’
problems with the Milwaukee voter registration lists. Every illegal vote is one vote too many. Everything
lhat can be done, should be-done to protect the-integrity of the election process. We assume the City will -
now go forward to implement the protectioits outlined by the State Elections Board. In light of the City’s "

_ efforts to date, the Republican Party will not formally challenge at the polls on Tuesday the 37,000

individual addresses mentioned over the weekénd en masse. Of coutse there may still be chailenges
pursuant to Wisconsin Statutes on election-day dnd, in the case of a rccount, all faulty or phamom .

N ‘reglstraUOns will almost ceriainly be the sub]cct of scrutiny.”

NOVEMBER 1, 2004
Artison now at center Q_f flap,oi.rér voter regfstratio-n cards

As the executive director of the Milwaukee Election Commission, it's Lisa Artison's. job to ensure

* everything runs smoothly in today’s election. Yet in recent weeks, the commission has been at the center of

controversy, first over how many ballots it needed, then over whether newly registered voters were listing

_nonexistent addresses. Mayor Tom Barrett has accused Republicaris of stirring up those controversies o

disrupt voting in the largely Democratic city. On Monday, however, Barrett admitted ‘Artison’s staff had not

- processed. 15,000 to 20,000 voter registration cards from newly registered voters. Barrett didn't learn about

the backlog until Monday, when be ordered éther city staffers into the election office in a last-minute push
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‘1o get the job done before voters show up.... Besides questions about hcr'qualiﬁcaliohs', observers wondered

wh‘ether ber job was a payoff for work by her and her husband, radio talk-show host Eric Von, on Barrett’s

* campaign... From April 1999 to June 2000, Lisa Artison was executive director of the Milwaukee County

" Community Justice Day Reporting Center, then a new program for non-violent female offenders. That
period was marked by controversy over-a move to the west side and questions about the number of women

who either failed to show up or were kicked out. g;gjlwww jsonline. conﬂnews/metro/novﬂdlﬂlG 1 8 asg

. Staije workers ‘helped'in 'ra-ce td add voters to Milwaukee ralls' o

thousands of new names to Mllwaukee voter rolIs in the hours before Tuesday's election, joining
Milwaukee Mayor Tom Barrett, his family, friends and teop staffers. .- Worried about thousands-of
onrecorded new voter regxstrauQns in Milwaukee, Doyle provided about a dozen state employees, some
based in:Madison and others in Milwaukee ... They were dispatched to City Halt to-help Barrett finish'a job
" the city Election Commission had not completed less.than a day before the polls opened. The drama played
out the same day both President Bush-and Massachusetts Sen. John Kerry held rallies

downtown ... Aceording to Dbyle spokesman Dan Leistikow, Ddyle "was concemed that potentially téns of -
-thousands of voters could be disenfranchised at the-polls blecause their -voter registration forms could not: be
- - processed,” Leistikow said. The governor also was concerned that Wisconsin not. "be the next Florida;" hé
said, referring to-the- d15pute Gver that state's presidential vote in 2000-.. Doyle and Bafrett were state co- -
chairmén of Kerry's presidential bid.... The state workers joined a hastily recruited- pool of 50.0r more

. people - mcludmg the mayor himself - to pull what amounted to an all-nighter to get the job done .. .The

- effort was more extensive than previously acknowledged by Barrett or city staffers. Whén he discussed: the’

problem Monday; Barrett initially said that more than 1,000 registrations needéd to be processed.
-Ultimately, he put the: figure at 15,000 to 20,000...On Thursday, Lisa Artxson, executive director of the clty
Electivn Comuiission, said she wasn't aware that state employees had been part of the troop of extra
workers who pitched in to help hey staff get the job done at the last minute. "People were volunteering to
help, and you don't stop them at the doorto ask ther. where they came from,” Artison said ... On Monday, it
-was teo late to meld the new registrations into the official voter tolls for Tuesday's election, so.the:
registration forms were sorted by ward, alphabetized and thén delivered by virious velunteers to the
appropriate pollmg places before the poils opened 4t 7 a-m., Curley said ... Chris Lato, spokesman for the

- state Republican’ Party; said the volinteer operation with Barrett and others processing rchstratlon forms

was “"bizarre and awfully slapdash. ... There's a mess there, and it's time the mayor get serious about
cleaning it up;" ... Barrett appointed Artison to her job last sumnrer.
ﬂwww. sonline. comlnews/metro/nov04f277598 asp-

C:ty employees race to record 20 000 voters

Mllwaukee ofﬂc:als scrambled late Monday to record voler registration mt‘ormauon for up to 20,000.
" people, a major last-minute problem that had threatened to force thousands of new voters to re-register.

" *. Mayor Tom Barrett acknowledged he learned Monday that a significant number of new voter registrations .

‘had not been processed because elections officials were swamped. "We responded to this discovery guickly
and appressively,” Barrett said in a wr:tten statement Monday night. "All new voter registration information
will be at the polls Tuesday morning.” Three dozen to four dozen city employees worked throughout the

. day and much of thé evening to record the registrations, and by 9:30 p.n, all had been completed, said
.Barreut's chief of staff, Patrick Curley ... Barrett only acknewledged the embarrassing scramble when
quesugned about if during a news conference, injtially saying only "well over a thousand" cards had not
been entered onto Votmgllsts The situation prompted harsh criticism from Milwaukee aldermen and
groups that organized massive voter registration drives 1o belp Democrat John Kerry unseat President Bush.
It also prompted attorneys for Kerry to file a complaint with the state Elections Board, perhaps laying the

" groundwork 16 contest voting procedurcs and resulls in one of their most unlikely places: Democratic
Milwaukee, a city where the mayor is cochair of Kerry's state campaign, The revelation came in the wake
‘of an agreement - still in place late Monday - that calls for poll workers to seek identificalion from anyone -
trying to vote from about 5,500 addresses, which the state Republican Party has identified as non-existent

bu;ldmgs Chris Lato, a spokesman for the state chubllcan Party, labeled the situation a "niess of
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Nov. 2. The voters.did théir job by mailing i in the ballots before the election, but somebody on the city
payroll dropped the ball. Per state law, Artison said, the uncounted ballots are in storage and spon will be -
destroyed .About 6 p.m. on the hectic election day, Pat Curley, Barrett's chief of staff, wandered upslmrs

in City Hall to check on the happemngs in the Election Cormmission’s offices. Realizing that absentee

ballats must be delivered to polling places before voting ended at 8 p.m.; Curley said, he asked whether that
had been done. Told that there were thousands of coinpleted ballots stil sitting at City Hall, Curley raised
quesuons about how they could be delivered on time, ke said. *Some staff person said, “You know, the
police ysed to help us with that,'* Curley recalled Wednesday. He quickly dialéd up Chief Nannette _

- Hegerty, who dispatched eight cops in four squads to serve as dchvery boys The. cops. d:d therr duty and. _ )

delivered all of the boxes of ballots hefor e cen-F - ; hesaid;

“were reviracd to City Hall. "The officers dld not go lo other amlgnments, except to drop them off,"

Henning said. So, you.may be wondering, why are there 238 uncounted absentee ballots still sitting in

" Artison's office? Artison contends the cops failed to deliver all of the ballets and returned z couple of

hundred to her office. “The ballots left the building; and the ballots came back," Artison said. *Certainly,

- I'm not pleased with that.™ Henning, however, stood firm-and. rcpeated that thé police did not returm a smgle
~ absentee ballotto Artison’s CTEW, h -

Ilwww isonline comlnewdmetrolnovﬂillz 6184.25 ?fonna =

- New ru[es sought far poll’ wa tchers

The state's- top alecnon official Wednesda)rcalled for new rules on what partisan eleclmn-day observers can_
"do, saying some lmproperly questioned voters and.one demanded: to ‘even'sit at the table with polf warkers

on Nov. 2, A few aggrgsswe backers of both President Biish and Pemocratic _Sc_rl John Kerry “created
some real issues,” Elections Board Executive Director Kevin Kennedy told a Iegislative committee

. " stutlying.possible chariges to state election laws ... Officials of the state Republican and Democratic paﬁres )
said they both-held training sessions for their obsenrers ‘GOP spokesman Chris Lato said-about 36 sessions

were offered statewide, and members of the.party's "election integrity” program attended them. Lato said -

about the GOP had about 10,000 workers on election day, inciuding those watching for voter fraud and get-

cn'-rhegvale volunteers. Democratic Party spokeésman Seth Boffeli said his party held"nine three-hour -
taining sessions for more than 700 attorneys who helped monitor the pells. Lato and Boffeli both cited

e!mmpn,&of what they said was improper behavior by the. other side’s-observers and said thcy would

welcome new, tighter rules-clarifying, exactly what clectmn obsetvérs can do.
hitp:fwivw jsonling,cora/news/state/nov04/276102 asp : :

- NOVEMBER 18, 2004

Mllwaukec Mayor Tom Barrett announces the formatlon of an election day task force te
review the events surrounding the November election. RPW Chairman Rick Graber sent
_aletter to Barrett regarding the announcement.

Mayor Barreu. : .
Op behalf of the Republlcan Party of Wlsconsm. we ‘acknowledge your decision o creaté a task force to -

‘ ‘review the many problems and concerns surrounding the city’s operation of elections as a step in the right
* direction ... However, it is qurtc disappointing to see the panelists you have appomtcd to the fask force are
. closely tied to.the city as employees and administration insiders. For example, it is fair to question whether .

a task force that includes the executive director of the Election Commission can coriduct a thorough and .

" critical assessment of the problems in the office shie manages. The public deserves a full, independent,

wails-and-all accounting of the situation. A task force made up of governmént-insiders is not the best way

- 10 instill trust that the'end result will truly represém the _scope. of the problem...

NOVEMB ER 21, 2004

Electron night crisis swept up f:reflghters too

The more info that slips out, the more it sounds like Mayor Tom Barrett's office issued an all-points-
butletin-in a panicked attempt to bail out his election chief on-Nov. 2. Last week, the city sheepishly
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_‘confirmed that eight cops were d:spatched to City Ha]l lale on cléction day to delwer thousands of

uncounted absentee ballots that were lying around clection chief Lisa Artison's office. Some 238 ballots
never made it and were never counted, for reasons that remain unclear. Now, we find out, 2 second call was

" made to the cops, and three high-ranking Milwaukee Fire Department officials were also huriedly tooling

) zround the city delm;nng ballots, Initially, Assistant Fire Chief Mark Saln said he didn't think the _
- department dispatched anyone to defiver absentee ballots on election night. It's just not in the department s
job description to provide that type of service. Later, after checking around, lie called back. "We.did receive

. -a call from {Barrett's chief of staff) Pat Curley, and we wére happy to help them out,” Sain reported. “"We .

had three battalion chiefs help del:ver the baIlots *...The Natlonal Guiard was not ca]led in by Barrct: -at
least as far aswe k know. htp:/fwww.i online. e =

H_@E_I\;/I_BEBAM

Eventually, all the votes m:ght be counted

" Thinking it's bettcr Tate- lhan nevcr, city election chief Llsa Artlson is askmg for permxssmn to count 1.38
.. comipleted absentee ballots that nevet made it to the polls o election night, meaning they were never
counited. "T am asking that you petition the State Elections Board to reopen and cotrect the canvass to
" include the above- teferenced absentee: ballots from:the Cﬂy of Milwaukee;" Artison wrote Tuesday to the. |

couaty election board, That board>will hold an emergency meeting today to vote on tie request, and if it
-approves the matter, the state thén would have to act on the request before the city could do-anything. Doug |
Haag, chairman of the county election commission, recalled that Mayor Tom Barrett and other Democrats -

- earlier suggested that County Executive Scott Walker, a Republican, was not providing the c1ty with -

“woter

enough ballots in an altempt to suppress the vote. It's still not clear why the 238 cny ballots were never

" cotnted. Completed absentee ballots must be delivered to polling places by 8 p.m. on clccllon day io be

counted Attp:twww jsonline. mm/news/metro/novﬁd.ﬂz'islOﬂ asg o o L

,IANUARY 14, 2005
Lawmaker cnt:clzes voter vermcatton prOCess

: A Republ:can lawmaker who. advocates a voter ID requirement is criticizing the Milwaukee Election

Commission’s handling of voters who registered at the poils Nov. 2, saying some 10,000 could.not be sent
cards to verify their address. State Rep. Jeff Stone (R-Greendale) said Friday the number reflécts casés
where registration cards filled out by voters were.illegible or, in some cases, duplicates... At the center of
the issue is a process by which those whe register on election day are seat postcards to confirm the address:
"before they are entered onto permanent voling rolls. By law, Stone sdid; the process was to begin rightafter
the election, though he says the cards were not sent until Jan. 6, OF the 83,000 or so same-day registrations,

- 4 number city officials acknowledge, Stone said he was told only 73,079 cards could be mailed. That leaves

a gap of about 10,000, which ke argues is evidence of serjous problems.

http:/fwww, rsonhne com/neﬂslmetro/|an051293225 asp
ANUARY 18, 2005

Unsent voter cards don't signal fraud, official says

Milwaukee's _top election official said Tuesday that claims of fraud in the Nov. 2 election are overblown,
questioning the notion that some 10,000 verification cards that couldn't be processed reflect that number of.
ineligible voters. Lisa Artison, executive director of the city Election Commission, said the number of cards
that could not be sent out this time was comparable to the number after the 2000 presidential election. But
state Rep. Jeff Stone (R-Greendalc} said that is evidence of continuing problems and. noted-be is lookmg
into whether the state, through the Legislative Audit Bureau or Elections Hoard, can review how
‘Milwaukee ran the Nov. 2 election. Meanwhile, Racine officials said they do not send out any confi rmation
cards. And other cities, including Madison and Waukegha, have not completed the process, which the state

Electlons Board does not track. I thc 84,000 estimate of elecuon-day regislrants is accurate, [3% of the

v
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probably really didn't see efection reform as a major issue two years ago, but 1 think they're beginning to
see what goes on around the state, and having integrity in that systen is important ta every vote cast,”
. Stone said. Stone and the bill's co-author, Sen. Joe Leibham (R—Sheboygan), said that with more than 30 .

- co-sponsors, the new photo ID ‘measure already has more co-sponsors than-a 2003 bill, wh:ch was approved
, by the Legislature but vetoed by Gov. Jim Doyle. The Republicans also said local govcmments such as-the
City of Cedarburg have begun passing resolutions supportmg aphoto ID rcquuemcnt.

ittp: ﬂwww jsenline, comlnewshnen'ol'|an05/2972"5 asp

' Fraud or bumb!mg, voter problems st:ll unnervmg to pubhc

On Nov. 2, when the nauon plcked a president, an unprecedented number of volunteers, district attorneys
and othefs watched thé polls in' Milwaukee and around the state. Now, with a probe into possiblé voter
. fraud launched last week, a-state audit in the works.and the creation of a local election.task force, the entire
_process - one that many belleve is riddled with holes - is getting even mare scrutiiiy, Nevertheless, while
“the Journal Sentinel has foind 1,200 votes recordéd from itivalid addresses.and a gap of riore than 7,000
unaccounted for vofes; thiere dre no guarantees law enforcementofficials will be able to idesitify fraud or

. charge diiyone with it if they do. Indeed, the same open systeim that make it ¢asy to vot¢.an election day,
‘long a point.of pride for the state, makes.it difficult to détermine. later if someoneg voted-twice, voted as™
someone else or intentiohally used a-bad address. In-other words, u is one thing to find 2 crime, apother to
1denufy who is responsible for il. What's more, when a erush of voters met an already stressed election’
system in Milvauke, it resulted in records that are incomplete, ‘duplicates or - in the case. of more than
7,000 votes - not yet accounted for. That could further complicate efforts to determine ‘exactly who voted.
Four-years ago, after the Journal Sentinel reported that at least 361 felons had voted impropetly in the city,

. DA Mike. McCann charged three people with illegal voting, One was an attorney from Shorewood, and two

were Milwaukee men, both of whom were listed in a newspaper story. In the end; the charges were dropped
‘because prosecutors could not establish that the three felons knew they. were forbidden from voting While
.they were still on probation or pamle Arid riothing came of the other 300-plus cases found: While ‘many.
_ have hailed the local mvcsugahon into possible voter ffaud, equally important answers. about underlyirg.
preblemms likely will came from. somewhere else. At the urging of 10 Republican lawmakers, a state audit

.. that'is to include a focus on Milwaukee soon will be launched. That probe; which could be finalized this

- week, is expected also to look at a sclecncm of counties and communities around the state. The Jaurnal
Sentinel found spotty compliance with a state faw that requires verification cards to be sent to all new -
volers, and for any cards returned as undeliverable to-be sent to the district. atmmey :

http://www.isonline. com/news/metro/ran05/2974.z4 asp

JANUARY 31, 2005

RPW NEWS RELEASE VOTER ID BILL INTRODUCED

Republican Party of Wisconsin (RPW) Chalrman Rick Graber today praised Repubhcans in the
Legislature for introducing a bill that would require prospective voters to first present a valid phote ID. The
co-authors, State Sen. Joe Le:bham (R-Sheboygan) and-State Rep. Jeff Stone (R-Greendale) held a news
conference this afternoon to anpounce thie. legxslauon “It is painfully obvious there are serious problems

ANUARY29 2005 o m__

with our election system, and it is time o seek serious clection reform that protects legal volers from being -

disenfranchised 1hrough illegal conduct,” Graber said. “Requiring photo ID at the polls will help prevent
pcople from voting using bad addressés. In addition, Wisconsin must do away with same-day voler’
registration that leaves our system wide-open to fraud... Democrats like Jim Doyle musl stop dcfendmg lhe
. indefensible,” Graber added. “We need solutwns The time for obslmcuomsm is aver.”

' FEBRUARY 1, 2005
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" Some sites show huge vote gaps
Record—keepmg surmundmg the Nov. 2 prcs:denual election in Milwaukec is so flawed that in 17 wards

- there were at least 100 more votes recorded than people listed by the city as voting there. In two wards, one .

on.the south side and one on the noxth side, the gap is more than 500, with fewer than half the Votes cast in

-, eachward accounted for in the city's computer.system, a Jouiral Sentinel review has found. Such gaps
-were present at different levels in nearly all of the city wards and could hamper the investigation launched

last week by federal and local authorities into possible voter fraud by giving an incomplete or inaccurate -
picturé of who actually voted, They also raise questions about the level of oversiglit of how the city records
who voted in each ward - an 1mportant safeguard that
fully resolved, they leave room for critics 1o ailege that ballot -
boxes were stuffed in the cny, which went heavily to Democrat John Kerry over Pregident Bush in a state
with-one of the closest margins in the country. City officials said Tuesday that the large gaps can be blamed
on major flaws in how pollmg—placﬂ logbopks were scanned and individuat votes recorded in the computer.

" Insome cases; entire pages were bypassad in the.process; which involves scanning a barcode for each pre-

tegistered person who votes. After inquiries from the Joiimal Sentinel about the gaps, ofﬁcmls said election
staffers rescanned the Iogbooh for the 10 most prob[emauq -wards: In doing so, they tallied 1, 707 votes’
that, wliile counted by voting machiries, weré not recorded  properly later. Officials now plan ta rescan all -

. of the books. They also have identifiéd other problems, including new voters 'who wete added to;the system

without being shown as having voted. They hopc ttiose problems will explain the: 7,000-vote gap found a.

 week - ago by the newspaper in ity extensive review: of eily election records. "Whei thére are mistakés, I -

want-ta know about them," Mayor Fomi Barrétt szid; "There are mistakes, and we will* clean themup...I
dont thinik we havé seen any evidence of fraud,” Barrett said. But hie acknowledged that vote gaps and

-other prablems shake the confi dence of residents... Meanwhile, a state audit into election problems in

Milwaukee, a ptobe that will include.other communities statewide, could get formal approval- today. And .

" on Monday, Republicans in Madison renewed a push - which failed two years ago - to require.all voters to

show pheto identification. On Tuesday, Rick Graber, head of the state Republican. Party, challenged his
Demecratic counterpart fo appear at a hearing o the matter Thursday so together they can condemn "the

" fact that potentiaily thousands of voiers across Wisconsin had their Iégally cast baliot disenfranchised by
i vaud and abuse.” Linda Honold, state Demogratic. Party chair, said she was unsure-if she-would attend the.

mec!ingbut added that if she did go, shie would do so.to.opgiose the bill: "If I'm there, I'm niot going to be
arpving, what he. wants me to argue,” she said,- htip: //www jsorline. com/newslmetro/feh05f998205 asp .

RPW NEWS RELEASE‘ ELECTION PROBLEMS NOT LIMITED TO
MILWAUKEE |

As stite lawmakers get ready to consider the merits of requiring pmspecnve vaters to show photo

- ID, soine Madison Democrats have moved quickly to criticize the measure without considering the

potential problems in their own neck of the woods, Prior to the Nov. 2 eléction, The Republican Party of
Wisconsin (RPW) used. the same computer software that identified some 37,000 bad or questionable -
addresses in Milwaukee to conduct a sitmilar test on Madison’s voter rolls. The test turned up 362 bad or
questmnab!e addresses, mcludmg garages; parkmg lots and an electnc power stahon

FEBRUARY 3, 2005

INVESTIGATION OF MADISON VOTE ANNOUNCED

At least 438 Madison voters don t live where thcy claimed they did when they reglstered at.the polls on

“election day, the Wisconsin State Journal reports. The Madison City Clerk’s office announces plans to turn
over the lnformauon to' the Dane County District Aftorney. :

ble-voting and--— - - =7
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‘ A-?.mmwmﬁbmmm“ sen "fcép:; of their photo IDs with their -

- ballots. People.who regularly vote by absentec baflot - such as senior citizens or people ‘with disabilities

State lanékers hear Ba-t_h sides of voter ID debate -

The 2 1/8 -by-3 3/8 -inch card that most Wisconsin residents carry in their wallets js either the key to

_testoring voters' faith in the electoral system or a method for preventing thousands of people from voting. -

The cards are goveriment-issued photo IDs in the form of driver's licenses, and they were at the centerof a -

- debate Thursday in the Capitol over a measure to require voters to show a photo [D. at the polls. In a packed-
"~ hearing room, a group of elected ofﬁcxals, communily leaders and residents testified to the Assembly's
" Committee on Campaigns and Elections about their concerns over a systei they said is open to fraud,

while a slightly larger.crowd argued that the new requirement would disenfranchise vaters. Under the ne

who don't have photo IDs - could instead have a withess verify their identities. Most peop[e wauld show a

driver's license to vote, but 2 Sstate-issued identification card or nulit_ary ID would also be accepted. The
“state would offer free IDs to those who don't liave them or can't afford: themn, under the bill. The proposed -

legislation would alse climinate the practice of "vouching;” which.allows clxglb!e voters 10 cast 2 ballol if
another person:can confirm their 1denuty and addréss. .

o h@iwww jsonline. com/newsfstate/febﬂ5f298638 asp -

FEBRUARY 9 2005

Voter Iogbooks out of whack

A review of Mllwal.kcc polling-place loghooks by the Journal Seatinet shows vote-to-voter discrepancies

_ at dozens of wirds, meaning gaps found easlier run deeper than 2 problenr with post-election recordkeeping

<ited. by officials. On election day, each voter given a ballot is assighed.a number that corresponds to the .

. pu'son ‘s place in line. At-the 2nd of the day, this number - which sheuld match the ballots cast - is recordﬂd

in the logbooks. This functions as a sdfeguard against any future adjustments to thie baoks or-ballats. But
the newspaper’s review found 24 cases where there is a discrepancy of at least 5%, with more ballots than

. voters listed in‘a ward. Logbooks for aniother. 20 wards showed: no entry for the last voter counted: You. .. -
have.got. to have that number.(written down)," said state Rep: Jeff Stone' (R-Greendale)." You have.to. have '

it to stop-any other votes.from entenng the. system (after the fact):" He said the revelation.of on-site:
discrepancies should be Jooked at by authorities who have launched an investigation into potential voter
fraud. Meanwhile, a state audit in the election.problems in Milwaukee and elsewhere was approved’

.. Tuesday, and & Iegts]auve commmee advanced a controversial reform measure that would require all voters’

to'show a'photo ID when they arrive to vote at the polls. The review of the voter logs found gaps that are

" generally smaller than those ievealed when the newspaper compared the number of votes counted in each
+ ward to the number of people listed in the city's computer records as havmg voted Nov. 2 - an effort to
- identify the source and nature of the 7,000-vote gap cuywide The smaller ward-by-ward gaps suggest that

a smaller number of votes is truly unaccounted for. Butsince the gaps-also.arc reflected at-the ward level,
it indicates the problern is de.epcr and potentially more troubling - than poor quality~contro] in the -
computer scaniing of votes in the weeks afier the election ... .In the case of Ward 297, the logbook showed
590 more voters than votes; and in Ward 314, the books showed a difference of 507 votes. Both wards

. voted 4t Jericho Baptist Church, 1923.N. 12th St., on the city! 's north side ... .Poll workers there appear to_

have added votes from the two- wards together. In any case, it is dlscrepancnes in the other direction - more

~ voles than veters - that are most troubling! Election officials say there is no state standard for what is

considered an acceptable discrepancy. OF course, the. purpose of the’ recordkeeping is to count the voles, not
estimate them, so some would argue that no difference is acceptable. Stone said apything more than 1%
~should be considered troubling: *It's the difference between your checkbook balancmg to within $1 and o

N yvithin hundreds of dollars.” The biggest difference, on a percentage basis, came in Ward 246, voting at
-Curtin Elementary School, 3450 S. 32nd St. Election records show 475 votes ¢counted, but the logbook tally

reads 324. That is a difference of 151 votes, or a discrepancy of 32%.. Meanwhile, state lawmakers are
confident that public support exists for a photo ID requircinent, sdying they are readying a backup plan in
case Gov. Jim Doyle vetoes the measure that _passed its first committee test Wednesday Rep. Stephen

* Freese (R-Dodgeville) said a bill to authorize a non-binding statew;de referendum is in the works, and will -
. be forwarded if the legistation doesn’t become ]aw hitp://www.isonline.com/news/metro/feb05/300449.asp’
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o FEBRUARYIOZOOS

Party wants fraud case explamed

The Democratic Party of Wlsconsm on Thursday called on the state Republican Party to "fuily explam their ‘ ‘
. involvement” in the case of a former College Republican who is charged with voting 1llegally Nowv, 2in

Brown County. A Republican Party spokesman called the statement "silly." Citing a story in Thursday's

_Journal Sentinel about the felony electlon fraud charge agamst Maré P Lachar the Democrauc Party lssued C

astatément sayin

fraud case that has surfaced mvoIVes a Republlcan.r “Repubhcans are. rushmg 1o pass a bill that would

disenfranchise voters across the state based on wild accusations of fraud when the only case of voter fraud

. has come from their own party,” Kim Warkentin, exccuuve diiector of the state Democratic Party; said i -

the stateinent.. The statement refers to Repubhcan, support of a bill that would require voters.to show photo
identification at the polls but does not say why the Republican: Party is suspected of bemg invalved in the.

alleged lllegal voting.. Chris Lato, spokésman for the state Republican Patty, called the Démocrats' reaction.

“silly," saying Détnocrais are embarrassed about criminal chiarges filed against five men accused of -

' slashing tires on a GOP van in Milwaukeé o election day. *It makes sense:that they would make this

incredible reach to say there was a canspiracy,” hé said; adding thatany . 1llbgal vating should be’

- prosecuted. Lacher, 23; of the. Cliicaga subiirh of Hinsdale, was charged Jan. 14 withi a feleny that carm:s a

maximum prison term of 3 1/2 years: The' spnng2004 graduate of St. Norbert College in De Peré lives in
inois.but voted using his last addréss in De Pere, according to a cnrmnai comp!amt. )

_@p'ﬂwww rsonlme com/neWSlracmelfebOSBOWS8 asg

FEBRUARY 11, 2005

Problems a:ted in absentee votmg r

In 2 review of the Nov.. 2 election, Mllwaukee officials or: Friday blamed a.massive crush of: absentee:-
voters for problems in geating ballots to everyone who requested one; and for not getting : il the returned -

absentee ballots to the: polls: before: they closed. Thé two. problems, which’ havc alimost become footnotes
-amid more recent election questions, are both serious. In the First casé, some residents who sought ballots

were-unable to vote. J1i the second, 238 ballots that did come almost missed being counted. It took special
permission from the state Elections Board to- allow those 238 bailots to be counted, something that did not

“happen-until neaily'a month after the hard-fought election. The officials, members of 4 task force appointed

by Mayor Tom Barrett, are conducting one of several investigations into how the city ran the election..
Legislators this'week approved a state audit that will look into problems in Milwaukee and review haw
other cities handled.the election. And a state-federal probe into possible voter fraud is under way.

htip:/fwww.jsonline, com/neyislmetro/febGSIJOI 173.asp
L . o - FEBRUARY 14, 2005

More votmg gaps found across W:sconsm

An mdependent firm has found flaws in the Nov. 2 election records of many Wisconsin communities that
e;,ho some of the probléms identified by the Journal Sentiriel in Milwaukee. Wisconsin Voter Lists, which
is updating the files it uses to sell voter lists to political candidates, found several communities with
significant gaps between.the number of people listed as having voted and the numberof votes cast in the’
presidential contest. The firm, which has collected data from mere than 50 Wisconsin communities so {ar,
shared its information with the Journal Sentinel, which first identified a 7,000-vote gap in Milwaukee.

" Several communities showed gaps that, on a percentage basis, rivaled the city's disparity. That includes
* Madison, Fond du Lac, Neenah and Eau Claire. Typ:cally. lhough gaps were much smaller and many

communities shawed no gaps at all, underscoring the importance of a vote-to-voter match in even high-

" turnout elections. In some cases, election officials said the problem was due to anincomplete voter list they

sent to the firm. In others, though, they were surprised to learn that their voter records had problems -
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mcludmg dlscrepancms that, in a few spots, llsted -more volers than votes..
__t_tp_J!www lsonlme ..orrdnewslmeho#t‘ebOSlBO 1823.asp

 FEBRUARY 16,2005

Sick lezive'

The only thmg less c!car than when embattled city elections ch;ef Llsa Axﬁson w111 retutn from an ..

- - ifison has been off the job
smce Feb. 1, and Barrett's chief of staff, Pat Curley, said he doesn't expccl her back next week or anytime

soon. htp:/fwwy f/WWW |sonlme com/news/metrolf‘ehﬁS/;OBOO asg
Voter iD b:ll advances

“The Leglslature s budget-wnung Joint Fmance Commitlee approvcd the photo 1D bill with a 1.?.-4 party—lme
vote; Republicans generally stipport thie measure; and Democrats oppose i, sayingit could disenfranchise
voters. The bill would ilter Wisconsin's Iustoncally open elections process by requiring an ID to vote, even
for those who vote with an absentee ballot. The full Assembly will vote on the bilEnext week; said its'co-’

spensor Rep. Jeff Stone (R-Greendale). Gov, Jim Doyl vetded a similar bill in 2003 and is expected to do -

-0 again if this one reaches his desk. Pressure 1o change Wisconsin's clectoral system is mounting in the.
wake of reports of voting irregularities in the Nov. 2 presidential election in Milwaukee and other
cummun:ties around the state. Current law allows residents to vote by provldmg1hc1r names and addresses
to poll workers, and to registeron election day by presenting proof of residence. Undér the new measure,

- those casting abisentee ballots would. be required to send a copy of their photo IDs with their bailots. People -

withcut IDs who regularly vote by absentee ballot - such as senior cilizens or disabled residents - could
have a witness Verify their identities. The bill would require that the state offer free IDs fo those who don't’
‘have them or can't afford them. It would also eliminate the practice of "vouching," which allows eligible
voters.to cast a ballot if another persom at the voting sité cag confirm: their identity and address, The -
committee rejected-a proposal from Rep. Pedro Colén’ (D-Milwaukee) ta allow voter registration when
‘someone gets-a driver's hcense fitip: //www |sonIme.com/newslstatelfebOSIJ()zB I S,asp_ ’ :

o FEBRUARY 17,2005
' 2% of Racine voter registration cards returned .

The addresses of riearly 2% of Racine voters who registered at their polling places Nov. 2 could not be

verified after the fact by city officials, accordmg to a report released Thursday. City Clerk Carolyn '

Moskonas, whose office conducted the review, said it indicates little if any evidencé of potential fraud. Her
- office has had time lo investigate fewer than half'of the 106 questionable addresses, she said, but clerical

* -emors seem to be the prevailing problem. "We found an awfully small percentage that are questionable, and .

upon further research, we may find that to be an evén smailer number," Moskonas said. But state Rep.
" Robin Ves (R- -Caledonia), whase criticism pushed the city into doing the review for the first time in

. memory, dlsagreed He said the 106 questionable addresses show that the state needs a GOP-sponsored law

that would require voters to show phota identification before casting ballots.
_hup:'www.jsonline. comlnews_/racmelfebOS/:O"GS'] asp

FEBRUARY 21,2005

RPW NEWS RELEASE WISCONSIN VOTERS STRON GLY BACK |

PHOTO ID
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-In a'result that cuts across age, gender and ldeologlcal lines, an'overwhelming 84.3% of llkely Wisconsin

voters support a photo ID requirement at the polls, according to a survey commissioned by the Repubhcan
Patty of Wisconsin (RPW). Further, 69.3% say they “strongly’ approve of the proposal. “This is as closé to

a mandate as you will ever se,” RPW Chajrman Rick Graber said of the poll resuits. “There is 10. questmn :
_ the'vast inajority of Wisconsin voters consider phnto ID to be a necessary, commori-sense measure o )

pmtect the integrity of the polls and close dowu one potenual avenue for fraud.

FEBRUARY 24 2005

BEGINS STATEWIDE PETITION DRIVE

 Just after the WISCOnSlH A.ssembly strongly endorsed a bilt that would require prospectwe volersto show

photo ID at the polls, the Republican Party of Wisconsimn (RPW) aninaunced a statewide petition drive to
encourage Gov. James E: Doyle to sign the bill when it reaches his. desk., Today’s 64 — 33 vote included the,

- support of some Assembly Democrats. The State Senate is expected to-act'on the bill in the near future. -

"Doyl¢ vetoéd. a phioto ID bill'in the previous leglslativc session and has suggested ke will do so agatm RBW °

Chairman Rick Graber.eficouraged supporters of photo! ID to visit the RPW website at
WA W.WisEop, orz/ghotomggtltmn pdf and circiilate copxes of i pennon to encourage Doyle to s:gn ‘the

'photo D blll when it.reaches his desk.

MA.RCH 1. 2005
Arttson res:gns as. electlons dlrector

Under a blitz of crmcxsmover the city's handllng of the Nav 2 pres1dentlal election, L;sa Artison resigned
Tuesday. as executive director of the Milwaukee Election Commission after foui weeks off.the job on sick -
time. Artison faxéd a onessentence note-of resagnatlon to the, mayor's.office, Tuesday. She. could ot be:
reached for comment. T recent days, speculati’on grewthat Aruson would leave the post she held sinée. -

_ July, when she faced sharp questions about her quahf' ications. from aldermen at hier confirmation’ heanng

 ast week, Mayor Tom Barrett appomted a "managemcnt team" to run the office throeugh the April 5 -
election. A statement issued Tuesday from Batrett was as'short 2s Arfisoa's own letter: "I am most
appreciative of Lisa's service during a mest difficult election cycle and wish her the best.” From thé start,

.Artison was Barrett's mosl controversial appomtce Shic was a campaign volunteer and-is married to Eric
“Von, atop Barrett campaign official who is now a talk show host on WMCS-AM (1290). Aldermen
questioned whether Artison. was experienced enough-for. the job, with the hotly contested, hi gh- -turnout

presidential election looming. Some complained that she was not a regular voter herself, something she '
downplayed nating that she was not a public official at the time, The 18-word resignation note - "I hereby

- resign from my position as. Executive Director of the City of Milwaukee Election Commission, effective

immediately” - is dated Feb. 25, but it was faxed 'I'uesday Indeed, it reads: "Feb, 25 2004."
hupJ/www |sonhne com/ ncws/metrolmarO5[305340 asp’ : - :

Proposed !eglslatmn would count refurned overseas ballots up to seven :

days after electlon date

According to the state Elections Board abouc 6. 43% (534) of overseas military ballots returned were

-~ recetved after election day 2004, effectively disenfranchising those military personnel. State Rep. Mark

Gundrum (R-New Berlin) who introduced the bill, says that since the Elections Board only canvassed 2/3

" of the state, it is réasonable to assume even more military ballots went uncounted. The process of printing
and disseminating ballots was delayed in ’04 because the Democrat Party of W:sconsm filed suit seeking to

have Ralph Nader kicked off the ballot.

hitp: //www thewheelerregort com/re]eases/MarOSlMarl/OJO I gundrumvotes Qdf

“HIC 00172-R



-“voted in the city. But a fuil analysis could not be compieted. by the newspaper beeause of a 2003 state law . .
that bars access o birth dates of voters. The newspaper, though, was able to do-a partial analysis by
. combining several computer databases to capture birth dates for about 39% of those who voted in the
November election. That showed at least 82 votes by felons, who aie not atlowed to vote until their
probation or parole has been completed. Illegal votes by felons are part of an investigation into poss:bie
* voter fraud in the city... Sgveral felons listed as voting who were reached by the Journal Sentinél hung up
when asked wheiher they voted... Ronald Gay, 42, who voted from an address in the 4300 black of N. 36th
St., could nol be reached, but a woman who identified herself as his wife said (ay had definitely voted.
“He voted the same mght I did," said the woman, who would give her name only as "Mrs. Gay." Later she
: - - asked: "Will he get in trouble for that?" The WMMMMM&}WWHW
—_— ~~——-“"‘——’Wes out of state. He could ot be reached for comment ... .Because the 2003 change in state law
' ’ restricted public access to birth date information, as well as dnver's license and Social Security nurabers,
only election workers are allowed ta see such-information, as a guard against identity theft. Argumg that
the change went too far, state Rep. Mark Gundrum (R-New Berlin) said. this week he 'would draft a bill to
" reinstate public access to birth dates, a critical means of identifying sgec:lfic voters. Gundrim ealled on
investigators to take a hard line with any violation they find ... In Milwaukee, the situation has been’
compounded by the-city's unwillingness to confirm any of the 600 potential matches thé newspaper
- - identified between felons and voters... Officials have cited the ongeing investigation as & reason for
-,-.-w;thholdmg elecnon matenaf. Hitp-/hwrwew. 1sor1|me comfnewsﬂnetroﬂn_rrOSBloﬁm as_p"f‘onnamrmt '

MARCH 18, 2005

RPW NEWS RELEASE IT’S DEJA Vu ALL OVER AGAIN
At least 82 felons zllega[ly voted in Mi lwaukee in 04 election:

Tna revelahon that w:ll sound farmhar to those who recall the cases of fraud in 2000, at leas:. 82 felons
illegally voted in Mllwaukee in- 2004, according to an analysis conducted by the Milwaukee Journal
Sentinel which the newspaper zalls *clear evidence of fraudulent voters in the November election.’ Inthe
" 2000 election, the Journtal Sentinel found 361 felons. lllegally voted.in M1lwaukee. “Ta alt the Democrals L.
- such as Jini Dnyie wha kept saying they: wanted-to sec:evidence of fraud before taking action on election
reforms, they now: have their evidence,” Republican Party of Wisconsin (RPW) Chairman Rick Graber -
. said ... THe newspaper reports the number of Felons voting in 2004 is likely much higher, because more : T
*_.than 600 matches-were-found between felons and thie list of those who voted. However, a 2003 state law '
- - barring access to the birth-dates of veters prevented the newspaper from conducting a complete
__investigation ... .After the 2000 election, Milwaukee County District Attorney E. Michael McCann dmpped
the attempted prosacution of a-‘mere three of the 361 felons in question. For cover, McCann used a
convoluted opinion from the office of then-Attorney General Jim Doyle which argued the felons could not
be successfully prosecuted if they were not aware they were breaking the law ....“Felons cannol vote in
) Wlsconsm. and polling places are required 1o post the laws and penalties,” Graber noted. “Ignorancc of the
Taw is no excuse. I trust prasecutcrs will no Ionger fry to hnde behmd such ‘weak and ﬂawed reasoning as
: ~employed by Jim Doyle.” : -

Démocrats called on fo back reforms

) Cmng a Journal Sentinel report that at [east 82 felons voled |Ileg,ally Nov 2in Mllwaukce the chairman of
_ the-state Republican Party called Fnday for Democrats to back election reforms. “There is na more raom
" for weak excuses and Inaction,” GOP Chairman Rick Graber said in a statement. State Democratic Party
officials, though, argued the GOP-backed photo 1D requirement would not hélp the issue. And Sharon
" Robinson, acting hiead of the city Election Commission, stressed she believes only felons who
- "intentionally illégally voted" should be penalized in the local-federal inquiry into possible voter fraud.
Robinson noted that before thie election thére was confusion in many parts of the country about voting laws
as they apply to felons. In Wisconsin, felons can vote only if they are no longer under supervision. "I'm not
certain, for the 82 people you found, if it was an intentional act,” she said. “I think people who intenticnally
voted, knowing they shouldn't have voted, should be penalized.” .. Graber called on mvcsugalors 10 take a
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. hard line with anyone who violated the. faw. Wl.sconsm felons under supemslon can't vote, and pollmg

.p!aces are requu'ed to post the laws and penalties,” he said. "Ignarance of the law is no excuse.” ... Kim -
Warkentin, executive director of the state Democratic Party, said the GOP photo ID réquirement was the
wrong approach because felons may have an easier time getting: driver's licenses than senior citizens. "More
than 100,000 seniors don't have driver licenses, and many of them live in nursing homes," Warkenun said:
"Requiring. photo ID won't stop felons from voting, but it could disenfranchise many seniors.” :
htipfwww isontine: com!neWSlmetmlmarOSB10908 asp?format=print .

MARCHZZ 2005

RPW NEWS RELEASE WI MUNICIPAL CLERKS SUPPORT
' PHOTO ID

In yet ariother. sign of growing support for common sense. election referm-, the office of Senator J oe -

1 cibham (R-Stieboygan) today released a poll indicating 70% of Wisconisin municipal clerks surveyed .
' support a photo ID requirement-at the polls. 129 clerks. responded fo the survey,, and 90 support photo. D at
- the polls; When coupled with a recent survey.released in February by the Republican Party of Wiscorisin -
- (RPW) that shows 84.3%.of Ilkely voters Support pheto ID, the head of RFW said i ig time for Gowmur

* James E. Doyl to. stop ignoring. the will of the people and take action in support-of ‘this-commin-sense-
election refornt ... Néwspapers in at least eight Wisconsin cmes - meludmg Bau C]axre, Green Bay, al'ld
Janesville ~ have cndorsed a photoID requirement. .

MARCH 23, 2005

Voter list lacks key element

_ 'Although at least 82 felons voted tllegally Nov. 2 in Mllwaukce alone, state election off' cnals are.
constructing a new voter list that could leave the door open to fraud when'a simple step would close it The
" statéwide voter list, due fo be completed late this year; wonld colléct.information ori-felons who are still on:

" . probation or parole and; as it stands now, officiafs would strike thcm from. voiing rolls. That foltows the:

historic practice of Milwaukee and most other thunicipalities. On the surface, it may seem. like the right
“approach. But with Wisconsin as one-of the few states in the country with same-day registration, it would -
mean the felon could simply register on site and cast a ballot anyway ... When questioned Tuesday about
how to handie ineligible felons on the statewide voter list, several reform advocates said the more effective
safeguard waiuld be to leave the names on the list with a notation that the individual is noteligible to vote.
That would prompt eléction workers to turn away the felon attempting - mlentlonally or unintentionally ~ to,
vote, instead of to the same-day registration line,"It appears we are designing a system that is going to fail,
“rathér than carry out election law," said state- Rep..Jeff Stone (R-Greendale) “The system needs to have-
protections to'make sure the pedple who are voting are properly voting." ... Enforcement is rare. Four years
ago, for instance; the Journal Sentinel found that-361 felons voted illegally. Only three were prosecuted, but'
those charges were dropped when officials could not establish they knew they were breaking the law when

~ they voted....Last week, the newspaper reported that at least 82 felons voted illegally in the Nov. 2

presidential election, though the number is likely much higher. The newspaper could analyza only about.
39% of the 277,000 people who voted, because a 2003 change in state law has barred access to bmh dates.
© - hup: //www jsonline. com/news/metrofmarﬂ:ﬂ 1 1946 g"fonnat—grm ‘

S MA‘RCHM. 2005

Nov. 2. vote not ﬁfoperly veriﬁed

The results of the Nov. 2 election in Mllwaukee now the subject of an mvestlganon into posszble voter

fraud, were certified without any double-checking of the totals by the city or county pane,ls charged with
oversight, the Journal Sentinel has determined. Thus, polling-plice discrepancies between thie number of
ballols cast and the count of volers at many wards went undiscovered until long after the elechon resulis
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were finalized: The State Elections Board on Thursday opened a review into wliy-the city did not comply ;

. with a state law that requies it to provide copiés of key materials to the county by 2 p.m. the day after the -
- election -and why the county OK'd the results withoul secing the documents. Kevin Kennedy, executive

director of the state baard, said the sequerice of eveats, only row coming fo light, meant key safeguards
were ignored, Indeed had officials caught those polling-place gaps - at the ward level, or later by the city
or by county canvassers - hundreds of ballots could have been set aside and not counted to adjust for the
difference, as called for by state law. Of, at minimum; dlscrepancms could have been resolved to help

asstre an accurate count ia a razor -thin election in which Wisconsin nearly became the decisive state in thée
- battle for.the White House... . Among the documents not provided to the county: copies of voter logbooks, -

voting machine tapes with vote toMmedeuHegs—AmmBumﬁmvﬁﬂmﬁtT‘ T

vOL

ne ar

the -

tar

Election Commission, said county canvassers use that information from suburban communities to cross-
check ward,totals and the tallies provided by municipal clerks... State Sen. Joc Leibham (R-Sheboygan).
asked the Staie Elections Board to investigato the matter. late Wednesday, after questions about whether the
documerits had ever been submitted came up during a meeting of a special panel looking into election
reforras. He termed the mtuahon "z cléar violation of state law:" Under state law; election documents ate .

due at thie county by 2 p.m. on the. day after the election. If they don't arrive, the statute directs'the county tor _ S

"dxspatch a messenger and the person having them shail deliver the returns.to the messenger.
.l/www tsonlme com/newslmelw/marﬂSBlZSSS asp_;"fannagprm i :

STATEMENT FROM RPW EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Repuohcan Party of Wisconsin. Execume Director Rick Wiley issued the followmg statement toddy

“following the news that Milwaukee has nof complied with state law by not yet submitting the required -

election materials needed to certify the results of the November 2004 election. I addition; the *

Milwaukee County Election Canvassmg Board certified the county results without first receiving the -
required data from Mi twaukee, in another violation of state law. Wisconsin State Statute 7.51(5)(b)

. states that “the municipal clerk shall deliver the balfats, statements, tally sheets, lists; and envelopes for

- Ris or her municipality relating (o-any county, technical college district, state, or national e[ectmn 1o the

county clerk by 2 pan. on the day Jollowing each such elecaon » '

“’The news. out of Mllwaukee Ice.epaon gettmg woise. The revelauon that Wlsconsln 5. largest czty

" failed to comply with state law by praviding such basic information: in the November 2004 eléction is*

nothing less than shocldng In Wisconsin, the vote margin betweén the top two presidential candidates was
the tightest in the nation. Wikh this Announcement, it lS not too outrageous to suggcst the, Badger State.

results of the 2004 election are thtown into quesuon :

MARCH 28, 2005

RPW NEWS RELEASE -AD CAMPAIGN URGES POSITIVE
ACTION ON PHOTO 1D

A radio ad carﬁpaign that urges Dcmocrat state schators and Gov. James E. Doyle to support a_.'ph'oto_ 1D

" -requirement at the polls begins today in a number of Wisconsin cities; the Republican Party of Wisconsin:
. (RPW) ennounced. The 60-second spots will air in the Eau Claire, Green Bay, La Crosse, Madason,
- -*Milwaukeg/Racine, Rhinelander, and Wausau/Stevens Point markets. The ads recount vatious instasices of
_ fraud and irreguiarities that surfaced in the wake of the 2004 election and sk cifizéns to contact their

senator or Governor Doyle and urge them to support photo ID. The ads are scheduled to tun through Apni
6 when 1he State Senate is tcmat:vely sct 10 take action on the phioto iD bill. .

http: //www vwsmfo com/:ournal/smlocal/"88763849°96I"O shtml

" http://www.jsonline. com/news/state/mar05/3 13288 asp

http://www. wisinfo. com/postcrescen update/update_20387119. shtml
htto:/fwww.wispolitics.com/index. iml2? Article=33998
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e ELECTION T
~ PROTECTION 4 *

1 -866-0UR—VOTE
{(1-866-687-8683)

BILL OF RIGHTS FOR DISPLACED VOTERS LIVING OUTSIDE OF ORLEANS PARISH
FOR-AFRIL 22,2006 ELECTIONS .

S  Updated onMarch 21,2006 IR e

Dependmg on when and how you regxstered and whether you have prev:ously voted in person, YOU MAY HAVE THE
_ RIGHT TO VOTE by absentée ballot, or dunng the early voting’ pcnod ineither Orlcans Pansh or satelhte Iocatwns :
throughout the state. T . v o '
“To. determlne if and how rou- can voteb . ahseutge 'allot if _ou are @ dns placed vomr.

 If youdo-not Imaw when you regmered to vote; you mafcal[ the Secretazy of .S‘ta{e s oﬁfce atl -800-883 -2805.: .

| £ you registered-to vote before October 5,20047 -~ - & <

- A. 1fyou registered o vote by mazl and Izave not previouslje voted in pgrson atthe precmct mwhich you are. reglstercd', you must vote
in person during early voting in Orleans Pansh or at & satelliie carly Votuxg site, or in Orleans Parishi on Election Day. SR

B. If yodregistered in person or prewousc‘y voted in person you can: Yoté. by abseatee ballot. F:rst, you must subrait along with your
request for an absentec ballot an affidavit stating: (1) that yéur have been dJSplaced as & result of the hurricaxies; (2).that you are.
" eligible to vote.in your parish and (3) that you expect io.be out of your. parish during early voting and on Rloction Day, Absentee.
ballot request forms are available by contacting the Smhw of Stite”s offite or ori its website and may be ma:led faxed, or hand.
]. delivered to the Registrar of Voters office in your parish. On the absentee ballot request form; you may request that the Registrar.of
|- Voters fax the ballot to you by- writing a fax number whére. you can receive faxes and requesting that the baliot be sent to that number.
The absentee ballot request form must be réceived by thecchlstrar of Votus on or bofore Aprx[ 21 2006 The abse.ntee ballot rcquest
| is good for all elestions thraugh Februzry, 2007 as fong a3 youdo not nigves::
‘ Next, you st cast your absentee ballot: You may. meil ot fax yourba!]ht hack g thc Regxsfra.t ofVoters m your pansIu 13 you.
| choose to fax your baliot, plcaSe ‘bé aware of the following written statemcm; which i printéd on the ballot: “T undérstand that by.
{ faxing my voted ballot I am voluntarily waiving my right to a seoret ballot.* This statemént must be dated and followed by your
signature and Social Sccurity number. Your absentee ballat rist be received. by the Registrar of Voters by Election Day, April 22,
: 2006 Contdct mfunnanon for every pansh can be found on thc Sectetary of State 8 wcbsxte or by calling 1- 800-883-2805

.\._

i -I{ you reglstered to vote on or after October 5, 2004 but prior to S‘eptember 2.5, 2005.

| First; you Toust submit along with your request for ah abséntee batlot an aﬁ' dawt stating: (1) that you have been dtsplaced asa rcsu]t ‘
1 of the hurricanes; (2) that you are eligible.to vote in your parish; and (3) that you:expect to be out of your parish during early-voting
and on Election Day. Abscntee ballot request forms arc available by contacting tho Secretary of Stato’s office or on its website and
1 may be ‘mailed, faxed, or hand delivered to the Reg:slmr of Voters office in your parish. On the absentes ballot request form, you may | .
- | request that the Registrar of Voters fax the baliot to you by writisig a fax number where you can receive faxes and requesting that the
|| ballot be sent to that number. ‘The absentee batlot request form must be received by the Registrar of Voters on or before April 21,
1.2006. The absentes request is pood for all questions through February 2007 as long a3 you do bot move. .
-~ Next, you must cast your absentee ballot. You may mail or fax your ballot back to the- Registrar of Voters in your. pansh. If yon
_ 1 choose to fax your baliot, ploase be aware of the following wrilten statement which is printed on the ballot: “I understand that by
"} faxing my voted ballot  am voluntatily waiving iy right to & secret ballot.” This statement must be dated and followed by your
{ signature and Social Security number. Your absentee ballot must be received by the Registrar of Voters by Election Day, Apnl 22,

s 2006 ‘Contact mfonnahon for every parish can be found on thc Secretnry of State’s we.bmtc or by callmg 1 800-883-2805
‘ _ conlinues...
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ne t:nid bow you can vot bs'ei:teabéllot fyou are 3 dis -|I¢!Et| vot confinurd;
,ou registered to vote on or after September 25, 2005. _

A. If you registered to vote by mail and have not previously voted in persou at the precmct in whmh you are rcgisteted, yoir must vote
in person in Orleans Pansh duting early voting or on Electior Day.

B. Ifyou regmered to vole in person, you can vote by absentee ballot, First, you. must subrmit an absenfee ballot request form. )
Absenteg baltot request forms aie available by contacting the Secretary of State's office or on its website and may be mailed, faxed, or
hand detivered to the Registrar of Voters office in your parish. On the absentes bailot request form, you may request that the Registrir
of Voters fax thie ballot to you by writing a fax nuinber where you can receive faxes and requesting that the balloibe sent to that =~
number, The absentee ballot request form must be received by the Repisttar of 'Voters on oz before April 18, 2006. - -

- Next, you must cast your absentée ballot. You may mail or fax your baltot back to the Registrar of Voters in your parish. Ifyou
chioose to fax your ballot, please be aware of the following wriften statement which is printed on the ballot: “I understand that by
faxing my voted ballot I am voluntarily waiving my right to a secret ballot.” This.stateizent must be dated and followed by your .

| signatuse anid Social Secucity number. Yous abiseatee ballot must hamcewedly_thcrkggasmof VotmbyApn!thOOG. Contaet

| mformauon for every pmsh can be found on f.he Secretary of. S!ate‘s websnc or by caﬂmg 1:3’66 -§83- ﬁﬁ“‘" T | 1 '

' '_Satelhte early Votmg at locatlons outs:de of Orleans Pansh.

- All voters who. reg:stered before Septembcr 25,2005 faay vote during the early votmg penud (8 .30 a.pr-4:30 p.m., Monday =
Tlmrsday, April 10-13, 2006; and 8:30 a.m. - 4 30 p.m. on Saturday; April 15, 2006) at satellite locations at the Registrar of Votérs.
offices in the fellomng pan,shw. Caddo, Ca.lcasmu, Hast Baton, Rouge. Jeifetson, Lafiyette, Chuachits, Kepides, St. Tammany,

g Tangxpahoa, and Tm_'ehonne More mformauon ‘can be found on the. Secretary of State's chsitc or by calling 1-800-883-2&05

J You may s sf.lll reg:ster to vote unt:{ theMareh 22 2006' deadlme’ -

You may reglster in person at the Reg:slras of Votcra oiﬁce it your pansh or by mai]mg d voter rcgmtmmn apphcatmn to the .

| Registrar of Voters office in your parish. You. must bs registered 30 days prior to-an election to be eligiblé to vote in that elec,twu. i
' you register to vole by mail now(or if you. mgistered by mail before Octaober 4; 2004 or after September 25; 2005 and have: not voted
“in person) you must vote in pergon, either cfunng early. voting or on Election Day: If you register to vaite in person; you may votc by
 absentee ballot, in person during carly vouflg, or at your assigned precinct nrr Electwn Day. The reglstrauon apphcation form is .

i avallable on thc Swmtary of State's websntr.. ar by written requcst. i L

'. To cuntact the Louisiana Secretary of State: .
. " WWW.S0s, loms:ana BOV

1-800-883-2805 :

Orleans Parish Repistrar of Voters;
" 1300 Perdido:Street, Room 1W23
New Orleans, LA70112-2127
- 504-658-8300
L 225-922-0945 fax -
’ oﬂcansmva@q!guom,sglc 1a.ng
Mail Abscntee Ballot Requests to:
.. P.O.Box 94125
" . Baton Rouge, LA 70804-9125

PEOPLEV

LAWYERS* COMMITTEE FOR FOR tus
AMERICAN

o CIVIL RIGHTS )’\\ WAY
 u R B R L AW FOUNDATION
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Gonz'ales Testifies Before Senate Panel

CQ Transcripis Wire
Thursday, April 19, 2007; 6:31 PM

SEN. PATRICK J. LEAHY, D-VT. CHAIRMAN: Good morning.

. Thisweek, like all Americans; wejoin-in-mourning-the tragic killings at VirginiaTechon - -

Monday. The innocent lives of students and -- before we start, I noticed the people
holding outside. A lot of people stood in line a long time to be here. This is an important

- hearing. I would ask the people to be polite enough not to hold up something and block
those who have waited in line, waited to hold this hearing.

Certainly, anybody can be here. But 1 will not allow anyone, no matter what positions
they may be taking, to block the view of others who have a legitimate right to be here.

As 1 said, we join in mourning the tragic killings at Virginia Tech. The innocent lives of
students and professors are a terrible loss for their families, friends and their commumty
It affects us all.

We honor them, we mourn their loss. My family and I hold them in our prayers and our
thoughts.

And I expect in the days ahead, as we learn more about what happened how it happened
and perhaps why it happened, we'll have debate and discussion, perhaps proposals to
~ consider.

Ilook forwai‘d to working with the Department of Justice, with Regina Schofield, the
assistant attorney general for the Office of Justice Programs. The attorney general's
offered briefings and others to make improvements that can increase the safety and
security of our children and grandchildren in schools and colleges.

“Today, the Department of Justice is experiencing a crisis of leadership perhaps unrivalled
during its 137-year history. There's a growing scandal swirling around the dismissal and
replacement of several prosecutors and persistent cfforts to undermine and marginalize
career lawyers in the Civil Rights Division and elsewhere in the department.

We hear disturbing reports that politics played arcle in a growing number of cases. And
I've warned for years against the lack of prosecutorial expenence and ]udgment
throughout the leadership ranks of the department

LEAHY: We're seeing the results amid rising crime and rampant war profiteering,
abandonment of civil rights and voting rights enforcement efforts, and lack of
accountability. I fear the Justice Department may be losing its way.



‘These discussions have been open and frank. Good ideas were generated and are being
implemented. I look forward to working with these men and women to pursue the great
goals of our department.

I also look forward to continuing to work with the department's career professionals --
investigators, analysts, prosecutors, lawyers and administrative staff -- who perform
nearly all the department's work and deserve the credit for its accomplishments.

I want to continue working with this committee as well. We have made great strides in
protecting our country from terrorism, defending our neighborhoods against the scourge
of gangs and drugs, shielding our children from predators and preserving the integrity of
our public institutions. And recent events must not deter us from our mission.

I'm ready to answer your questions. I want you to be satisfied, to be fully reassured that
nothing improper was done. More importantly, I want the American people to be
reassured of the same.

Thank you.

LEAHY: Thank you, Attorney General,

Your former chief of staff testified under oath about a conversation in which Karl Rove
told you about complaints that former New Mexico U.S. Attorney David Iglesias and two
other U.S. attorneys were not being aggressive enough against so-called voter fraud.
When did such a conversation between you and Karl Rove take place?

GONZALES: What I recall, Senator, is that there was a conversation where Mr. Rove
mentioned to me concerns that he had heard about pursuing voter fraud, election fraud in
three jurisdictions: New Mexico, Milwatikee, Wisconsin, and Philadelphia, Pennsylvania,

as I recall.

LEAHY: How many -- going back to New Mexico, how many conversations about New
Mexico with Mr. Rove?

GONZALES: Senator, I can only recall of that one conversation.
LEAHY: Do you recall when tﬁat was? |
GONZALES: Senator, my recollection was that it was in the fall of 2606?
LEAHY: Do yoﬁ remeimber where?

. GONZALES: No, sir, I don't remember where that conversation took place.

(CROSSTALK)

11






Gedrge W. Bush: Press Brieting by Dan Bartlett, Counselor to the Pres... ; - htip://www.presidency.ticsb.edwws/print.php?pid=3536(

The American Presidency Project ,
Jofn T. Woolley & Gerhard Peters - Universily of Califomia at Santa Barbara - return to orlgmal document

. George W.Bush .
_Press Brref‘ ng by Dan Bartlett Counselor to the President
-March 13 2007 '

. - Filing Center
— - ~=Holiday imaugural
Mé&eacuterida, Mexico

- 2:00 P.M. (Local)
MR. BARTLETT: Good aftemoon, everyone. Il start with a few brief comments, before I take your guestions.

. The two Presidents are concluding their lunch pretty much as we:speak, in which they -- is on the heels of a bifateral

. conversation with a restricted group, as well as an expanded meeting with various Cabinet officials and members of the
“delegation. This is an opportunity for the two Presidents, as Presidents — the President met President Calderon in

. -December, when he was still Presrdent-elect in the Oval Office — but this is the first time that the two Presrdents were able
_.to meet and the Presrdent is honored to be'here in his country.. .~

And it's been really — on the docket was a mde—rangmg agenda,_ from issues of trade to border secunty e} narco-trafr icking,

" broader criminal justice issues. And the thing that has struck me and the President, as he meets with leaders from Central. -
America as well as with from Mexico, is the need to have a regional perspective when it comes to fighting crime, ‘particularly
drug crimes, because obvipusly in America 2 huge demand, unforturiately, for these drugs. A lot of the prosecutors and )

. invesligative bodies in the United States have good mformatlon and leads on.various criminal conduct that happens in their
country, that Ieads back o certain countries.

_ Andwhat the two teaders and the !eaders with — the President talking to mefbers, leaders in Central America, as well, as
-to how can we collaborate and coordinate our information and our taw enforcement activity so we can have greater focus
on busting some of these syndlcates and dlsruptrng the flow of drugs in the first place ;

- So the President has really enjoyed his trlp so far. Thls is hlS final stop, appropnately, with Mexico. As the President stated

himself earlier, he had visited Mexico as governor many times, anid now has an opportunity again to come here as '
President. And the re!atlonshrp between the two countries is a strong one, its a vital one. And we will continue to brief you
"on the various aspects'of the agendas that were discussed. -

With that, Steve Holland, e e

Q: Does the President condone the remarks about homosexualrty by General Pace? And has he asked for him to
apologize? ‘

MR, BARTLETT Well, President Bush has been rnformed about’ those remarks. He's also been mformed about the

- comiments that he has made as far as clarifying, that he made it very clear that his personal. views on this matter has’ no.

_-influence o the policy of the United States government. The "don't ask, don't tell” policy has been longstanding, one the-

_ President supports, for reasons why the Department of Defense has often described for operational considerations. So he
thought it was appropnate for the Charnnan to make that clear distinction today in the statement that went out Just shortly

ago. , . . N 7 , ¢

Q: Dan, can you talk alitfle bit about, by the White House's own account, Senator Domemcr at some point went to the
President and urged him to fire the U.S. attomey in New Mexico, specifically? What did the President do with that .
information, after Senator Domenici asked him? And what did the Presrdent say to Attomey General Gonzales when they

did speak about this?

MR BARTLETT #'s important to back up a bit. The issue of U. S attomeys, as many of you ‘know; these U.S. attomeys
serve at the discretion of the President. Many of these U.S. attomeys have served four-year terms. There was a-
mahagement reviéw process and there was a-determination made to remove seven U. S. attorneys for cause. And the
members of the Justice Department have been sharing that information, the particulars on each of those cases, as to why

- those U.S. attorneys were removed, which is completely W|th1n the managenal discretion of the Attomey General and
sornething that the President supported,

T
’
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ueerge w. Bush: Press Brieling by Uan Bartlett, Counselor to the Prés... ' htlp:llwww.preéidency.ucsb.eddwslprint.php?pic_l=3536(

) Pamcularty as you can imagine, at the White House, when it comes to oomplamts we receive.a lot of complatnts whether
it be from members of Congress, state leéaders, Jocal leaders. Oftentimes that is the job description of a White Holse
employee, is to field complaints. That is not limited to U.S. attorneys. And ovér the course of several years We have
received complaints about U.S. attomeys, particularly when it comes to election fraud cases — not just New Mexico, but '
also Wlsoonsm and Pennsylvania, .

That information,; it's mcumbent upon us to share with the relevant Cabmet officers; incumbent upon the President to do

that, as well. The President did that briefly, in a conversation he had with the Attorney General in October of 2006, in ‘

which, in a wide-ranging conversation on a lot of diffefent issues, this briefly came up and the President said, Ive been .
. hearing about this election fraud matters from members of Congress, want fo make sure you're on top of that, as-well. .
- There was no directive given, as far as lelling him to fire-anybody or anjthi ng like that. That would be under the prerogattve R

of the Justrde Departrhent’to take a look at those fssues, as they obwously were doing.

Sol know a lot of people want to make more out of it than that, but that is exactly what happened. The new |nformat|on that

came out here today, and the reason why the Attorney General accepted the resignation of fiis Chief of Staff is because of

an intemal DOJ matter in which information was not properly shared with other key members of the Department of Justice.
- He was w;ltlng to inform the United States Congress in a more complete and accurate p:cture

" Q: But one quick follow. When you say that this was based on'managerial decasions performance = the Justice
) Department's own evaluation of lglesias, the New Mexico U.S. attomey, in 2005 gave him a-strong. recommendatlon So
how does that square with then firi iring him for poor performance'? I : -

MR. BARTLETT Well, he was fired two years Iater than 2008, and there was a sefies of issues that they looked at. They.
looked at his managerial responsibilities and what they had found in a review process that was undertaken at the -
Department of Justice, that they feit that he was not managing the office as well'as it should be; there was issues about his
lack of Ieadershlp on key committees that prosecutors, U.S. altomneys serve in capacity for the Attorney General. He served’

_on a key immigration subcemmittee, and they felt like he didn't possess Ieadershlp skills there and fulfill that job in a way '
that he should have.

And, also, they took into conaderatton the complalnts that they were fi eldlng from local off cials about the lack of
prosecution of cases, and the fact thal he had lost & high-profile case, when | think 24.or 25 counts were thrown out by a a
Jury agamst the government. K was a devastaling loss for the government.-

Sp there is a complete picture there thatis :mportant to understand. And at no time did the Whrte House bring to or edit or .
modify or add to or subtract from the list of seven U.S. attomeys. We ultimately approved or signed off on the list when that
was completed by the Department of Justice. But those were decisions that are appropnately made at the Department of

Justice.
.The Attomey General madé the right deCISIOI'I We support the Attomey General in his demsmn

R But_hls_l‘_sﬁgﬂ'_!tillggy,pmd by. the_PreSLdent and_he_gets_a_hlgn reconmendatmn,-andm two_yea:s he loses. attthese e
" skills and becomes an awful prosecutor‘? -

MR. BARTLETT: Well, again; people like mysetf other members of the admmlstratlon serve at the pleasure of the o
" President. There are a lot of factors that are taken into consideration. He had served many years. You look at the totality of
. evidence, They believed it was important that they could bring in fresh blood, new leadershlp in this position — and the
" other key positions, six U.S. attorney positions. ) .

But when youlook at it i in ity totality, they believe that the u.s. Prosecutor's Ofﬁce in the state of New Memco would be '
" better served, the people of New Mex:oo be better sewed with a new U.S. attorney.

Tom. _
Q: Well, let's look at it in its totality. 7 _
*MR. BARTLETT: 1 talk to Tom, and il come 1o you. And we will talk about it in totality.

Q: Dan, the Attorney General said He-took responsibility for iistakes. Does the President still have full confidence in the.
Attorney General? And given the White House role in this, does the Pre3|dent acknowledge that there were mistakes made

- — and take responsibility for them?
"/ MR BARTLETT: He absolutely has full confidence in the Attorney General, and the reason why he does.is for exactly what
( he said today: He's a standup guy; he's a person who comes to the job every day, doing the best he can to serve the

United States of America; he takes that job very serfously. And when he saw probtems he s pledged to the American

4
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. people and to the United States Congress to fix those problems. So the Pre5|dent has all the confi dence in the world in
Alberto Gonzales as the Attorney General for the Unlted Stales of America,

He also feels it's important that the information as to how these declslons were made be provrded He accepts the decision
- so far that has been made by the Attorney General for the resignation of Kyle Sampson, And he is satisfied that we are
= addressing the concerns. But make very clear the decision, the original decision to remove the seven U.S. attorneys who
serve at.the discretion of the President was the right decision.

Bilt

Q l_et's look at the totalrly here

MR BARTLETT' Ckay.

‘Q: These are political jobs. Why are you so anxious to keep these seven firings away from the White House andin the -
-Justice Department? Wouldn't it have been appropriate for the pollllcal 'shop in the White House to take a look at this?
What's the big deal? Why are you so anxlous to say it was all the Justice Department's doing, we had nothing to do with it?

MR. BARTLETT: Well, we've made clear the role the White House has played in this, and the White House Counsel's
-Office, in whith they approved the list. 1 think most people would expect that the U.S. Attomey General would be the person
who actually is'in-charge of making management decisions for that agency. That is cormmon for the Department of Justice,
it's common for the Depariment of Defense, the Department of State, the Department of Commerce. Going down the line,
‘the President, as he manages this: admmlstratlon relies upon his Cabmet offi cers to make, the type of managerisl demswns

What would also be appropnate though, and is a common praclice not only with the  Deparment of Justrce but with
agencies across the board, is that as information is received by the White House directly -- and it happens ¢ often; like | s&id,
~ whether it be from members of Congress, state and-local officials — that information, if it's complaints, if is accolades for
. somebody, we typically pass those on to the Cabinet officer. in this case, it would have been to the Depaltmenl of Justice.
That is eppropnate :

" But Ithink it is lmpoﬂant though whether'it be wrong or not, that the facts be whal they are. And the facts are that we did
notplay a role in the culmlnatlon of the list of the seven U.S. attorfieys. o

Q: The Congress is upset lhat they were not properly lnformed of how the White House did play a role. But the Attorney
General-knew that the White House was involved, people at the White House -- Harriet Miers, Kart Rove; the President,
himself — knew the White House had played a role. Isn't the White House, then, responsible for not lnformlng Congress

properly?

MR. BARTLETT ! think |t's very rmportant Kelly, to make a dlstmchon between what we knew and what role we played.
And right there, I think is where this can be very complicated, because there's a clear distinctiors between having approved
. of a list, and playing a role in.the compilation of the seven U.s. attomeys The White House did not play a specific role in .-
*“—"‘"—‘Tﬁe fist.of the seven U f%ﬁeys : - “'_

The decis:on in Whlch it was not given all the information i in lls totalrty and contexl by the Jusllce Depaﬂment to members of
~ Congress was because the information that Kyle Sampson had wasn't adequately shared with other members of mam
- Justice who were going up to testify before Congress

lt's very important that if they go before Congress that they give.a complete and aecurate plctUre of the decisions that were
made and why they were made. It's not to say the decisions were wrong - in fact, we had very good reasons for the very

© reason why the seven U.S. attomeys were removed. But it is very important that when they goup and testify, andthey go
to their oversight commitiees, that those members-of Congress have confidence that the information they're receiving is in
complele and full context. And in this case, it wasn'L. That's why he's accepted the resignation of chief of staff. Andhe's
going to redouble his efforts to regain the oonﬁdence of those who are questlomng that. And that's. somethmg the' Aftorney
General spoke dlreclly to foday.

Q: But wasn't lheir knowledge beyond l(yle Sampson? F"eople in the White House Counsel's Office understood that they
had paiticipated in this process, and Congress was not properly informed of that. ’

MR. BARTLETT: Again, "participated in the process" is inaccurate because —

@ lunderstand what you're saying about they didn‘t do the names, but they were aware of and that's the whole reason
we re here. You were aware.of thls beforehand — :

o~ MR BARTLETT: Well 1 think rl's lrnporlant to understand what this is, Kelly. because they dld - the Deputy Atlomey _
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General and other members of the Depariment of Justice went up there and talked about why these people were not —
were let go. The context they wanted to give is from 22 months prior, when there was a conversation between Harriet Miers
and Kyle Sampson had talked about after the start of the second term, in 2004, wouid it make sense lo maybe have a clean
slate and start with a full range of new U.S. altorneys across-the-board. That was quickly rejected not only by Kyle
_Sampson at the Department of Justice, but also not viewed as a gooed idea within the White House

Twenty:two months later, there is a very specific managerial decrsron made about sevenU.S. attorneys That's in context
_that the Congress should have known, but it doesn't change the underlying facts of this case

Q: Dan ohviously Kyle Sampson is taking the fall for this: But Atiorney General Gonzales just said, Ican‘t be aware of all
the decrsrons that are made ¢ in my department So which-is worse: if he knew, or¥ he didn't kr_row_r'?__ o

MR. BARTLETT: Well, what he is -saying is he's accountable. Fle made it very clear that he's aocountabte for the decrsrons
he's made. Hes just talking about the fact that he runs a very large organrzatlon S :

-But I take issue with the fact that he is the falt guy in this_ All the. decrsrons that were made with regards to the removail of

“these U.S. attorneys were proper decisions. What was not done properly, and didn't live up to the standards of the Attomey
General of the Bush administration, was the fact that Mr. Sampson didn't share that information as freely as he should have

. with members of his own team there at-the Department of Justice, who were going up to Congress to testify about.this. Mr.
Sampson offered his‘res‘ignaticn- He.understood, tiimself. that he should have done a better job with this. }

So'l think it's very important to make a clear drshnctlon about the difference between decisions made about why these U8,
) attomeys were fired and why Mr, Sampson, himself - but 1 don't take - ltake issue with the fact about’— : .

.'_‘ Q Are you suggestrng Sampson is the only person who had this rnfon'natron'? Why did it take media exposure for it to come
out? .

MR. BARTLETT Well that s not true. What |t took was as they were preparing for BOJ - members of the Department of
_Justlce to 'go up to Congress to meet with them more thoroughly about how this decision was made, many emails and
- things were compiled. And based on the recollection, based off reading emails or prevr‘ous memos, did jog memories of -
people both at the Justice Departirient and the White. House . .

So'thisis not & situeti‘on we were sitting on 'information and just not sharing it. in fact; the fact that I'm standing up here and
we've made — [ think now documents are posted on the websites up on Capitol Hill - demonstrates that we have nothing {o

hide. And we want to make sure that all this information is understood and-in complete context. But it doesn't change the

underlymg fact, and thatis that this was a proper decrsron .

Peter
Q: Dan did Attorney General Gonzales offer his resignation to the Presrdent’«' ) _
———————MR* BAPrTLEFT. H&ha&ﬂotr ,,,,,, e S
| Q: Has he spoken to the President? . o
. 'MR BARTLETT Not since we' ve been on thrs trip, no

_Q How about Karl Rove? Will the President agree to allow Karl Rove to testrfy if Congress wanted hrm, andlor Harrret
Mrers'?

i MR BARTLETT: Wel, I think — there's a lot of rhetonc ﬂyrng around about who's going o testrfy and who s not, and } don't
think — we have not received any specific requests. And 1think we've demonstrated through the Depattment of Juslice, with

~members of that team going up and interviewing and providing information, demonstrates the administration” s willingness to
work with Congress so they have a. greater understandrng of how these decisions are made.

So we will wait io see if there's a spetific request, with this context, and that is, as you know better than most, that
decisions about White House staff testifying to the United States Congress has a precedent that dates beyond this — prior
o this administration. 1 find it highly unlikely that a member of the White House staff would testlfy pubhcly to these matters,
but that doesn‘t mean we won't find other ways fo try to share that information.

Like | said, it's speculatrve right now, because we have not recerved a formal recjuest.

( Q: Dan, you mentioned the White House fields a ot of complaints. Was the President specrﬁcaliy aware of these election -
fraud cases that were not, according to the White House, being vigorously prosecuted? And did he mention that specaf cal!y
to Attorney General Gonzales Iate 2006 about the specific cases ~ Phrladelphta Milwaukee, New Mexico?
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MR. BARTLETT: He, in a very brief conversation, said that he is receiving complaints about U.S. attorneys in those
particular states. He did not mention any prosecutor by name. That was something that the Attorney General was fully
aware of already — he says, | know, and we're looking at those issues. But he gave him no directive. And; again, it's
important to understand that thig wall be routing not only for the President to do but also for members of our staff to share -
'those complaints with the-Attorney General.

Q: When the President had this conversation with the Attomey General ab0ut specrt‘ C concerns doesn’t that send the
message that he has concerns about these attomeys? -

: 'MR BARTLETT: i means exactly what it says is that he's sharing those concems. And, infact, the A’rtomey General was
fully aware of those.complaints, as well, because | think they were received independent of the President. So | don't think
that ii's-a big surprise that there would be an offhand conversation about that, but there was, again, no directive given.

Q: Last one. Harriet Miers' revelatron that there S thrs idea that she wanted to clear house of all the Us. attorneys why is
_ this oomlng out now and what's the trmelme of this?

MR. BARTLETT: i's coming out agarn because of the Kyle Sampson emarls and papers that wefe beéing collected in order -
to respond to the request being made by the Depariment of Justice, that there's einall traffic that jogged the'memory of
people at the White House and with Kyle Sampson particularly — because what Harriet Miers was doing was taking a look
and floating an idea to say, hey, should we treat the second term very similar to the way we.treat a first term? Because,
remember, when Bill Clinton came into office he removed all 93 U.S. altomeys. The Presidént chose not to remove all 93
U.S. attorneys - removed significant numbers of them, but we left people in key posrttons because of the role they played.

So those dlscretlonary decrsrons miade by a Presrdent by an. administration are often done. And what Harriet ﬂoated was

- the idea of saying should we treat the fi fth year as the first year -- give new blood — an opportunity for new blood to come
in: Kyle, to his credit, and others said, that would be highly disruptive to the process, there are a lot of good U.S, attorneys
that are performing; some of them have not served full four-year terms because we hadn't removed them all in the first -

place.

'So it was appropriate for Harriet fo raise the idea; it was duickly rejected. These seven U.S. attormeys who were then
ultimately renoved for cause was done: 22 months later, almost two years later. So | think -- but it's important to have that
.- context.

Jirm.

Q: Dan, first'of all, in the October conversation what was the President told about the removal process? Was he informed
about-what was.going on by the Atiorney General? And, also, secondly, who else can you say in Congress expressed-
coneerns to the President, aside from:(inaudible)* New Mexico? And also did Rove hear concerns and.pass them on to the
President? Dld Bo]ten pass concems on o the Presrdent'? Did Candr Wolff pass coricens on'?

MR, BARTLETT: WelMygﬂiceswﬂbmtheMﬂeHouse wererecemngihesecompfamtsr Iegaffaar&cﬁ' cer - e
‘those who deal with state and 1ocal leaders that report 1o Karl Rove. So it wouldn't be surprising that Karl or other people
were receiving these complaints. And'} can' rule out that those complamls weren't also-shared with the President, as well.
And as he said, the Presrr.ient was directly hearing from members of Congress to that effect. But at the time, the- President
~ was not informed of any speeific course of action being taken on the remeoval of those U.S. atlorneys and | think the
- Justice Department has greater detarl and | would refer you to them o _ R .

Q: Butjust to clanfy. 50 rn October the Presrdent was not mformed about anythmg going on in terms, of a removal process?

MR BARTLETT That's correct

Q: And are there any other names you can share; in terms of rnembers of Congress who mentroned concemns to the
President drrectly?

MR BARTLETT' 1can't. No. Ann.

L

~ Q: Dan, exactly what did the Presrdent say in that October meeting? And who else was there besrdes the Attomey
: General‘?

MR. BARTLETT: Well, Ann, I'm not going o go into detalls about intemal White House conversations, who was there, who
was saying what, what kind of coffee they were drinking. | will just say that this was passed on; we're sharing that
information. We felt it was important context so the members of Congress and others.know, But the President routinely

( meets on an individual basis with members of his Cabinet, and-in the course of having one of these routine meetings in
which a lot of different issues are addressed, this issue briefly came up, and fll leave it at that.
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Q: | didn't'ask about the coffee. Was it just members of the -

MR. BARTLETI" And 1 answered first that 1was not going fo talk abo_ul other participants in the meeting.
Q: But, | mean, was it members of Congress in thrs was |t - ) . | -
MR. BARTLETT No no, this was- an internal White House meetmg with the Gabmet officers.

Q: And the President did not take any specifics or even express an opmlon whether. these oomplalnts had any validity? He
was just kind of being .an honest reporter of 1hem'? .

MR, ‘BARTEETT: Well; Wouidﬂot be-in-aposilion to-weighinto the facts of complexcases oHraud or-corruption: cases
Those would be something ihat he would leave to his Attomey General and their staff to handle for him. )

'Q Dan, you said that members of Congress were bringing these complaints to many parts of-the White House and dlrectly
to the President. Was the President aware that some of these members of Congress: were calhng these U S. attomeys
- directly? And does he think that those phone calis were appropnate” .

.

MR. BARTLETT: He was' nol aware of those conversations, and he's notina posltron nor am |, to say whether they're
approprialé or not. | think that is something that the Congress, themsélves, are looking-at. So | don't have the facts in that
- . case,in those various cohversations. that apparently took place..

Q These U.S. attorneys would answer to thé Justlce Department Isit appropnate for members of Congress, in general fo.
make phone calls ta aﬁorneys‘? ‘

. MR BARTLETT My understandsng is it's'more. d:stnnct It is -- they can have conversatlons with U.S. aftorneys, but shoutd
{hey talk to them about an active investigation — Imnctin a posmon to weigh one way or the other what the regulations
" say. f'm not an expert on that. But | do believe this is somethmg that the Congress is Iookrng atit. '

Q:Dan, you said that he has not offered hls remgnahon But has he talked to anybody ln the Whlte House about resigning?
MR. BARTLETT: No. . ‘
Q: Dan, can you just clarify -

MR BARTLETT: Hold on

Q: Thank you. A couple of questions. How many members of Congress togk these complalnts chrectly o the. Presrdent
hlmself’? . )

. MR BARTLETT: im not going o be able 1o give a humber on that. Like I'said, this has been a topic of conversation in .
which, when the President is meeting with groups of senators of congressmen, in which somethjng like this or othertypes .« ..
_of complaints come up, typically what happens i is that the President recalls one of those complaints, sees a Cabinet officer, :

he'll pass them on. But 'm not geing to be able to go into spec:f i¢ detail about numbers — the numbers of oongressmen or,
“the particular nature of those conversatlons . . .

R s this typlcal for the President of the Unrted States to be the complalnt depariment for -

MR. BARTLETT Unfortunately, it is. At the top, at the hlghest Ievels of government when people feel like they‘ve got the
audience of the President of the United States, it is very common - very, very common - that people feel compelled fo

unearth every complaint they have. # happens at his Ievel nt happens.at my level, it happens at every !evel in the leglslatwe
‘affairs office. - . s , ' o

Arid that's to be expected, actually. | mean, when you do have — people typrcaify don‘t come in to say, boy, you're doing a

~ great job and everything’s hunky-dory. When you have the President of the United States or you have other people, you
want to say, hey, Ive got aprob!em here, | want to solve it. When the President goes down to the ‘Gulf Coast and meets
wilhi members — local officials in New Orleans, yes, they'll talk about some progress, but, more importantly, they’re bringing -
issue§ they have, complaints they have. That's the way government works. it's not inappropriate, and it would not be
inappropriate for the President to then share that information with his Cabinet"ofﬁcers and that‘s what took place here.

Q: Just one more. How could the Chief of Staff of the Attomey General deal with somethrng of this magmtude without the
. boss knowing about it?” .

( , MR. BARTLETT: Which boss?,
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Q: The Attomey General.

. MR BARTLETT: WelI he said he had general understanding of what he was domg But drd he know that his Chlef of Staff
. was not talking 1o somebody else in his office? That's why you have a Chief of Staff, somebody fike him who had the
" --expertise in dealing with personnet matters, working in the White House Counsel's Office, where he dealt with U.S. attorney
‘Issues. He had a lot of confidence in Kyle, for good reason, to handle these issues and know that they were being taken

" careof,

Unfortunately i in this case that information wasn't shared with other members of the Dapartment of Justlce But, ulhmately,
" asthe Attomey General sald hrmse!f heis aocountable and hes going 1o fake corrective action to make sure it doesn't

~ Q:Some members of Congress have said they wouid like to subpoena Kart Rove and maybe others in the White House;
.Would they resmt any subpoena? ‘And what, explrc:tly, was Karl Rove's uwolvement in alf of thls'?

. MR. BARTLETT.'WeII. again, 1 think its :mporte_anl that we not get ahead of ouiselves. We have no subpoena requests,
We've had preliminary conversations which - particularly with the focus on Department of Justice. 'm sure there will be
conversations. with the White House Counsel's Office about what the White House knew, who was involved in those things.
And we're going to work with them as much as possrble But 1think it's way too early 16 starttalkmg about subpoenas and
those thmgs v :

But as | answered Petel’s questlon thergis a long—trme precedent when it comes to White House staffers, themselves,
{estifying in public. We did it - there was an extraordinary ‘case when Secretary Rice, when she was National Security
Advisor, testified on the bipartisan 9/11 commission after our country was attacked. ‘Whether this rises to the similar level,
like.1 said, | think it's hlghlyunllkely But we will wait to see the spetific requests we get from them. There have been no

: subpoenas issued, and if there sa way that we can share mformatlon with thers, we will deﬁmtely explore it

-As far as to Karl Rove, as we've sald and has been expressed in public on several different occasions now, that as you
would expect, people who have relationships in local and state communities have complaints; they share them with various
aspects of the White House apparatus, inciuding Karl Rove. Karl Rove passes those on to the’ General Counsel's Office,
shares lhem with other staff members. : .

: Q But drdn‘t Harnet Miers bnef him eariy on, even before there were complaints, about removing all the attorneys?
MR. BARTLETT: Yes, and his reconectron was that that was not a good rdea. e

- Q: Dan, !just want to clarify. When you told Keélly there was a distinction, that the White House involvement was to approve
the list of seven U.S. attomeys, okay, bulthat the White House did not shape that list in any way. When you look at the
 case of lglesias in New Mexico, you've got New Mexico Senator Domenidl goes personally to the President of the United
States-and says, | have a problem here, I want this guy out. Okay, the President then talks to the Attorney General in . ‘
e m;._ﬂnd meujleAﬁgmgyg,ene[ais_sjaﬂjgm this Jist. And on fhat list is lglesias, he's one of the seven. Sodoesnt .~ -
*.that sound like there was ~ that the White House did help shape at least one of those names? .

. MR. BARLETT But as 1 said, Ed the reaction from the Attorney General when the President raised it is, | know about
those igsues. The Justice Department themselves, were receiving very similar phone conversations, as well, and they
have information., They were fully aware of those complamts And as 1 stated earlier, there ls multlple reasons why Mr.
Iglesias was removed as a U.S. attomey. : ;

One factor of that was the oornplalnts we’ were getting from logat and state ofﬁcra]s The fact —- the complarnt Was that these
‘high-profile cases were not being puirsued or not berng won. | think, as | said, there was 24 out of 25 counts were thrown
out-—-a reaHy embarrassmg Toss for the government.

1 i5 totally appropriate for the President to pass on these comments. But the Attomey General's office was a!ready fully
aware of those, and those other factors. And 1 think it's important — for important context in that regard is we were also "
receiving some complaints, as ) said, about Wisconsin and about Pennsylvania. Yet we have not removed those U.S.’
attorneys. Other faclors are considered before decisions are made, and | think that's an important distinction to make.

Peter.

Q: Dan, what does it say about the admmlstratlon that you hire eight so ineffective prosecutors in the first place'?
(Laughter ) .

TN

MR. BARTLETT These are.—
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In 5-Year Effort Scant Ewdence of Voter
Fraud

By ERIC LIPTON and IAN URBINA

Correction Appended

WASHINGTON, April 11 — Five years after the Bush administration
began a crackdown on voter fraud, the Justice Department has turned up
virtually no evidence of any organized effort to skew federal elections,
according to court records and interviews.

- Although Republican activists have repeatedly said fraud is so
widespread that it has corrupted the political process and, possibly, cost
the party election victories, about 120 people have been charged and 86
convicted as of last year. '

- Most of those charged have been Democrats voting records show Many
of those charged by the Justice Department appear to have mlstakenly
filled out registration forms or misunderstood eligibility rules, a review
of court records and interviews with prosecutors and defense lawyers
show.

In Miami, an assistant United States attorney said many cases there
" involved what were apparently mistakes by immigrants, not fraud.

In Wisconsin, where prosecutors have lost almost twice as many cases as
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they won, charges were brought against voters who filled out more than
one registration form and felons seemingly unaware that they were
barred from voting.

One ex-convict was so unfamiliar with the rules that he provided his

_prison-issued identification card, stamped “Offender,” when he
~ registered just before voting. |

A handful of convictions involved people who voted twice. More than 30
were linked to small vote-buying schemes in which candidates generally
in sheriff’s or judge’s races paid voters for their support.

- A federal panel, the Election Assistance Commission, reported last year
that the pervasiveness of fraud was debatable. That conclusion played
down findings of the consultants who said there was little evidence of it
across the country, according to a review of the original report by The

'New York Times that was reported on Wednesday.

Mistakes and lapses in enforcing voting and registration rules routinely
occur in elections, allowing thousands of ineligible voters to go to the
polls. But the federal cases provide little evidence of widespread,
organized fraud, prosecutors and election law experts said. |

“There was nothing that we uncovered that suggested some Sort of
concerted effort to tilt the election,” Richard G. Frohling, an assistant
United States attorney in Milwaukee, said.

. Richard L. Hasén an expert in election law at the Loyola Law School,
agreed, saying: “If they found a single case of a consplracy to affect the
outcome of a Congressmnal election or a statewide election, that would
be significant. But what we see is isolated, small-scale activities that often
have not shown any kind of criminal intent.”
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For some convicted people, the consequences have been significant.
Kimberly Prude, 43, has been jailed in Milwaukee for more than a year

~ after being convicted of voting while on probation, an offense that she
attributes to confusion over eligibility.

In Pakistan, Usman Ah is trying to rebuild his life after being deported

from Florida, his legal home of more than a decade, for improperly ﬁlhng |
- out a voter-registration card while renewing his driver’s license.

In Alaska, Rogelio Mejorada-Lopez, a Mexican who legally lives in the
United States, may soon face a similar fate, because he voted even though
he was not eligible. |

The push to prosecute voter fraud figured in the removals last year of at
least two United States attorneys whom Republican politicians or party

officials had criticized for failing to pursue cases.

The campaign has roiled the Justice Department in other ways, as career
lawyers clashed with a political appointee over protecting voters’ rights,
and several specialists in election law were installed as top prosecutors.

' Department officials defend their record. “The Department of Justice is
not attempting to make a statement about the scale of the problem,” a

- spokesman, Bryan Sierra, said. “But we are obligated to investigate
allegations when they come to our attention and prosecute when |
appropriate.” |

Officials at the department say that the volume of complaints has not
" increased since 2002, but that it is pursuing them more aggressively.

Previously, charges were generally brought just against conspiracies to
corrupt the election process, not against individual offenders, Craig
Donsanto, head of the elections crimes branch, told a panel investigating
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voter fraud last year. For deterrence, Mr. Donsanto said, Attorney
General Alberto R. Gonzales authorized prosecutors to pursue criminal

charges against individuals.
Some of those cases have baffled federal judges.

- — “I find this whole prosecution mysterious,” Judge Diane P. Wood of the
United States Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit, in Chicago, said at
a hearing in Ms. Prude’s case. “I don’t know whether the Eastern District

- of Wisconsin goes after every felon who accidentaﬂy votes. It is not like
she voted five times. She cast one vote.” -

The Justice Department stand is backed by Republican Party and White
" House officials, including Karl Rove, the president’s chief political

adviser. The White House has acknowledged that he relayed Republican
complaints to President Bush and the Justice Department that some
prosecutors were not attacking voter fraud vigorously. In speeches, Mr.
Rove often mentions fraud accusations and warns of tainted elections.

- Voter fraud is a highly polarized issue, with Republicans asserting
frequent abuses and Democrats contending that the problem has been
greatly exaggerated to promote voter identification laws that could
inhibit the turnout by poor voters.

The New Priority

The fraud rallying cry became a clamor in the Florida recount after the
2000 presidential election. Conservative watchdog groups, already
concerned that the so-called Motor Voter Law in 1993 had so eased voter

 registration that it threatened the integrity of the election system, said
thousands of fraudulent votes had been cast.

Similar accusations of compromised elections were voiced by Republican
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lawmakers elsewhere.

The call to arms reverberated in the Justice Department, where John
Ashcroft, a former Missouri senator, was just starting as attorney general.

~ Combating voter fraud, Mr. Ashcroft announced, would be high on his
——agenda. But in taking up the fight, he promised that he would alsobe~
vigilant in attacking discriminatory practices that made it harder for
minorities to vote.

- “American voters should neither be disenfranchised nor defrauded,” he
'said at a news conference in March 2001.

Enlisted to help lead the effort was Hans A. von Spakovsky, a lawyer and
Republican volunteer in the Florida recount. As a Republican election

- official in Atlanta, Mr. Spakovsky had pushed for stricter voter
identification laws. Democrats say those laws disproportionately affect
the poor because they often mandate government-issued photo IDs or
driver’s licenses that require fees.

- At the Justice Department, Mr. Spakovsky helped oversee the voting
rights unit. In 2003, when the Texas Congressional redistricting
spearheaded by the House majority leader, Tom DeLay, Republican of

Texas, was sent to the Justice Department for approval, the career staff
members unanimously said it discriminated against African-American
- and Latino voters.

- Mr. Spakovsky overruled the staff, said Joseph Rich, a former lawyer in
the office. Mr. Spakovsky did the same thing when they recommended
the rejection of a voter identification law in Georgia considered harmful

- to black voters. Mr. Rich said. Federal courts later struck down the
Georgia law and ruled that the boundaries of one district in the Texas
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plan violated the Voting Rights Act.

Former lawyefs in the office said Mr. Spakovsky’s decisions seemed to
have a partisan flavor unlike those in previous Republican and
Democratic administrations. Mr. Spakovsky declined to comment.

- ——*Iunderstand you can never sweep politics completely away,” said Mark -

vof 11

A. Posner, who had worked in the civil and voting rights unit from 1980
until 2003. “But it was much more explicit, pronounced and consciously
done in this administration.” |

At the same time, the department encouraged United States attorneys to

bring charges in voter fraud cases, not a priority in prior administrations.
The prosecutors attended training seminars, were required to meet
regularly with state or local officials to identify possible cases and were
expected to follow up accusations aggressively.

~ The Republican National Committee and its state organizations

supported the push, repeatedly calling for a crackdown. In what would

become a pattern, Republican officials and lawmakers in a number of

states, including Florida, New Mexico, Pennsylvania and Washington,

 made accusations of widespread abuse, often involving thousands of

votes.

In swing states, including Ohio and Wisconsin, party leaders conducted

inquiries to find people who may have voted improperly and prodded

officials to act on their findings.

But the party officials and lawmakers were often disappointed. The
accusations led to relatively few cases, and a significant number resulted
in acquittals. |

- The Path to Jail
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One of those officials was Rick Graber, former chairman of the Wisconsin
Republican Party. | |

“It is a system that invites fraud,” Mr. Graber told reporters in August
' 2005 outside the house of a Milwaukeean he said had voted twice. “It’s a

system that needs to be fixed.”

Along with an effort to identify so-called double voters, the party had
also performed a computer crosscheck of voting records from 2004 with
a list of felons, turning up several hundred possible violators. The
~ assertions of fraud were turned over to the United States attorney’s office
- for investigation.

Ms. Prude’s path to jail began after she attended a Democratic rally in

Milwaukee featuring the Rev. Al Sharpton in late 2004. Along with

hundreds of others, she marched to City Hall and registered to vote. Soon
- after, she sent in an absentee ballot.

Four years earlier, though, Ms. Prude had been convicted of trying to
cash a counterfeit county government check worth $1,254. She was
placed on six years’ probation.

- Ms. Prude said she believed that she was permitted to vote because she
was not in jail or on parole, she testified in court. Told by her probation
officer that she could not vote, she said she immediatély called City Hall

' to rescind her vote, a step she was told was not necessary.

“Imadea big mistake, like I said, and I truly apolbgize for it,” Ms. Prude
said during her trial in 2005. That vote, though, resulted in a felony
conviction and sent her to jail for violating probation.

Of the hundreds of people initially susi)ected of violations in Milwaukee,
14 — most black, poor, Democratic and first-time voters — ever faced
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federal Charges. United States Attorney Steven M. Biskupic would say
- only that there was insufficient evidence to bring other cases.

No residents of the house where Mr. Graber made his assertion were |
charged. Even the 14 proved frustrating for the Justice Department. It
- won five cases in court.

The evidence that some felons knew they that could not vote consisted
simply of a form outlining 20 or more rules that they were given when
put on probation and signs at local government offices, testimony shows.

 The Wisconsin prosecutors lost every case on double voting. Cynthia C.
Alicea, 25, was accused of multiple voting in 2004 because officials found
two registration cards in her name. She and others were acquitted after
explaining that they had filed a second card and voted just once after a
clerk said they had filled out the first card incorrectly.

In other states, some of those charged blamed confusion for their actions.
Registration forms almost always require a statement affirming
citizenship. |

M. Ali, 68, who had owned a jewelry store in Tallahassee, got into

- trouble after a clerk at the motor vehicles office had him complete a
registration form that he quickly filled out in line, unaware that it was
reserved just for United States citizens. |

Even though he never voted, he was deported after living legally in this
~ country for more than 10 years because of his misdemeanor federal
criminal conviction.

“We're foreigners here,” Mr. Ali said in a telephone interview from
Lahore, Pakistan, where he lives with his daughter and wife, both United
- States citizens.
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In Alaska, Rogelio M‘ejorada—Lopez, who manages a gasoline station, had
~ received a voter registration form in the mail. Because he had applied for
citizenship, he thought it was permissible to vote, his lawyer said. Now,
.- he may be deported to Mexico after 16 years in the United States. “What I
want is for them to leave me alone,” he said in an interview.

- Federal prosecutors in Kansas and Missouri successfully prosecuted four

~people for multiple voting. Several claimed residency in each state and
voted twice.

United States attorney’s offices in four other states did turn up instances
of fraudulent voting in mostly rural areas. They were in the hard-to-

| ‘extinguish tradition of vote buying, where local politicians offered $5 to
$100 for individuals’ support. |

Unease Over New Guidelines

- Aside from those cases, nearly all the remaining 26 convictions from
2002 to and 2005 — the Justice Department will not release details
about 2006 cases-except to say they had 30 more convictions— were won
against individuals acting independently, voter records and court
documents show. |

Previous guidelines had barred federal prosecutions of “isolated acts of
individual wrongdoing” that were not part of schemes to corrupt
elections. In most cases, prosecutors also had to prove an intent to
commit fraud, not just an improper action.

That standard made some federal prosecutors uneasy about proceeding
with charges, including David C. Iglesias, who was the United States
attorney in New Mexico, and John McKay, the United States attorney in
Seattle.
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Although both found instances of improper registration or voting, they
declined to bring charges, drawing criticism from prominent Republicans
in their states. In Mr. Iglesias’s case, the complaints went to Mr. Bush.
Both prosecutors were among those removed in December.

In the last year, the Justice Department has installed top prosecutors

~ who may not be so reticent. In four states, the department has named
interim or permanent prosecutors who have worked on election cases at
Justice Department headquarters or for the Republican Party.

~ Bradley J. Schlozman has finished a year as interim United States

attorney in Missouri, where he filed charges against four people accused
- of creating fake registration forms for nonexistent people. The forms
- could likely never be used in voting. The four worked for a left-leaning

- group, Acorn, and reportedly faked registration cards to justify their
wages. The cases were similar to one that Mr. Iglesias had declined to
proseeute, saying he saw no intent to influence the outcome of an
election.

- “The decision to file those indictments was reviewed by Washington,” a
spokesman for Mr. Schlozman, Don Ledford, said. “They gave us the
go-ahead.”

Sabrina Pacifici and Barclay Walsh contributed research.
- Correction: April 14, 2007

- A front-page article on Thursday about the scant evidence of voter fraud
that has been found since the Bush administration began a crackdown
five years ago misstated a court ruling on a 2003 Texas Congressional

- redistricting law. While the Supreme Court ruled that the Texas
Legislature violated the Voting Rights Act in redrawing a southwestern
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" Texas district, the court upheld the other parts of the plan. It did not
strike down the law.

Copyright 2007 The New York Times Company

Privacy Policy | Search | Corrections | RSSl | FirstLook | Help | ContactUs | V

1ofll ‘ ' 6/1/2009 5:01 PM






. Waman Wrongly Convicted and a U.S. Attorney Who Kept His Job...  http://www nytimes.com/2007/04/16/opinion/1 6mond.html ?pagewan...

O ok B

PRINTER-FRIENTLY FEIRMAT
SPONSERED BY

April 16, 2007

~ EDITORJAL OBSERVER
A Woman Wrongly Convicted and a U.S.
- Attorney Who Kept His Job

By ADAM COHEN

Madison, Wis.

~ Opponents of Gov. Jim Doyle of Wisconsin spent $4 million on ads last
“year trying to link the Democratic incumbent to a state employee who
was sent to jail on corruption charges. The effort failed, and Mr. Doyle
was re-elected — and now the state employee has been found to have
- been wrongly convicted. The entire affair is raising serious questions
about why a United States attorney put an innocent woman in jail.

The conviction of Georgia Thompson has become part of the furor over
the firing of eight United States attorneys in what seems like a political
- -purge. While the main focus of that scandal is on why the attorneys were
 fired, the Thompson case raises questions about why other prosecﬁtors
kept their jobs.

The United States Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit, which heard
Ms. Thompson’s case this month, did not discuss whether her

- prosecution was political — but it did make clear that it was wrong. And
in an extraordinary move, it ordered her released immediately, without
waiting to write a decision. “Your evidence is beyond thin,” Judge Diane
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Wood told the prosecutor. “I'm not sure what your actual theory in this
case 18.” .

‘Members of Congress should ask whether it was by coincidence or design
~ that Steven Biskupic, the United States attorney in Milwaukee, turned a

pivotal governor’s race.

" There was good reason for the appeals court to be shocked. Ms.
~.Thompson, a 56-year-old single woman, seems to have lost her home and

spent four months in prison simply for doing her job. Ms. Thompsoﬁ,
who spent years in the travel industry before becoming a state employee,

~ was responsible for putting the state’s travel account up for competitive
bid. Mr. Biskupic claimed that she awarded the contract to an agency
called Adelman Travel because its C.E.O. contributed to Mr. Doyle’s
campaign.

To charge her, Mr. Biskupic had to look past a mountain of evidence of
innocence. Ms. Thompson was not a Doyle partisan. She was a civil
servant, hired by a Republican governor, with no identifiable interest in
politics. She was only one member of a seven-person committee that
- evaluated the bidders. She was not even aware of the Adelman campaign
~ contributions. She also had a good explanation for her choice: of the 10
travel agencies that competed, Adelman submitted the lowest-cost bid. .

While Ms. Thompson did her job conscientiously, that is less clear of Mr.
Biskupic. The decision to award the contract — the supposed crime —
- occurred in Madison, in the jurisdiction of Wisconsin’s other United
States attorney. But for reasons that are hard to understand, the
 Milwaukee-based Mr. Biskupic swept in and took the case.

While he was investigating, in the fall of 2005, Mr. Biskupic informed the
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media. Justice Department guidelines say federal prosecutors can
publicly discuss investigations before an indictment only under

extraordinary circumstances. This case hardly met that test.

The prosecution proceeded on a schedule that worked out perfectly for
the Republican ¢ candldate for governor. Mr. Biskupic announced Ms.

Thompson s indictment in January 2006. She went to trial that summer,
and was sentenced in late September, weeks before the election. Mr.

* Biskupic insisted in July, as he vowed to continue the investigation, that

“the review is not going to be tied to the political calendar.”

But the Thompson case was “the No. 1issue” in the governor’s race, says
the Wisconsin Democratic Party chairman, Joe Wineke. In a barrage of

" commercials, Mr. Doyle’s opponents created an organizational chart that
linked Ms. Thompson — misleadingly called a “Doyle aide” — to the
‘governor. Ms. Thompson appeared in an unflattering picture, stamped

“guilty,” and in another ad, her name was put on a graphic of jail-cell

doors slamming shut.

Most of the eight dismissed prosecutors came from swing states, and
Democrats suspect they may have been purged to make room for

prosecutors who would help Republicans win close elections: If so, it
might also mean that United States attorneys in all swing states were

- under unusual pressure. | | ,

Wisconsin may be the closest swing state of all. President Bush lost it in
2004 by about 12,000 votes, and in 2000, by about half that. According
to some Wisconsin politicians, Karl Rove said that their state was his

~ highest priority among governor’s races in 2006, because he believed a
Republican governor could help the party win Wisconsin in the 2008

presidential election.
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Mr. Biskupic insists that he prosecuted Ms. Thompson only because he
believed a crime was committed, and that he did not discuss the political
implications of the case or the timing with anyone in the Justice

. Department or the White House. Congress has asked the Justice

- Department for all e-mail messages about the case to help resolve the

But even if there were no discussions, Mr. Biskupic may have known that
~ his bosses in Washington expected him to use his position to help
Republicans win elections, and then did what they wanted.

That would be ironic indeed. One of the biggest weaknesses in the case
~against Ms. Thompson was that to commit the crime she was charged

- with she had to have tried to gain personally from the contract, and
there’s no credible evidence that she did. So Mr. Biskupic made the
creative argument that she gained by obtaining “political advantage for
her superiors” and that in pleasing them she “enhanced job security for
herself.” Those motivations, of course, may well describe why Mr.

. Biskupic prosecuted Ms. Thompson.

Copyright 2007 The New York Times Company
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Fitzgerald: Rove tried to limit choice
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- March 14, 2007
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WASHINGTON - Former Sen. Peter Fitzgerald (R-11.) said Tuesday that White
- Housepolitical adviser Karl Rove told him in the spring of 2001 that he shouldlimit

- his choice for U.S. attorney in Chicago to someone from illinois.

~ According to Fitzgerald, who was determined to bring in a prosecutor fromoutside
the state, Rove “just said we don’t want you going ouiside the state.We don't want
to be moving U.S. attorneys around.”

___ Fitzgerald said-he believes_Rove was tryingto influence the selection-inreactionto - - - -

pressure from Rep. Dennis Hastert, then speaker of the House, andallies of

. then-Gov. George Ryan, who knew Fitzgerald was seeking someone fromoutside
llinois to attack political corruption.
Fitzgerald said he announced his choice, Patrick Fitzgerald (no relation),a New
Yorker, on May 13, a Mother's Day Sunday, to pre-empt any opposition.
A year or so later, according to Peter Fitzgerald, Rove “said to me thatFitzgerald
appointment got great headlines for you, but it ticked off thebase.” Peter Fitzgerald

. said he believes the “base” was lllinois Republicaninsiders upset at the prosecutor’s
assauit on corruption. ‘
Aides to Hastert say they never heard about any directives regarding

- theappointment. -
“He [Sen. Fitzgerald] set up his own process, never talked to anyone aboutthe
process and then released the name before he told the president,” saidMike Stokke,

- who was Hastert's deputy chief of staff at the time.
White House spokeswoman Dana Perino said “the White House would not

~ haveobjected had a senator’s recommendation been a nominee from outside of
thestate.”
Peter Fitzgerald said he gives Rove credit for not interfering with thenomination
once it was made public.

Related articles
5-step plan for firings Mar 14, 2007
A U.S. attorney primer Mar 14, 2007

Gonzales admits ‘'mistakes made'
But attorney general vows he won't resign Mar 14, 2007

Gonzales admits mistakes in dismissal of U.S. attorneys Mar 14, 2007

Unhappy Bush says firings not political
President: Gonzales has "got work to do' Mar 15, 2007

L ]

More from Andrew Zajac and Washington Bureau

of3 , - 5/29/2009 1:20 PM



‘itzgerald: Rove tried to limit choice - Chicago Tribune http://archives.chicagotribune.com/2007/mar/ 14/news/ci-Usu3140...

Copyright 2009 Chicago Tribune

of 3 _ ' 5/29/2009 1:20 PM



_ 72



tezko friend: Rove was asked to dump Fitzgerald :: CHICAGO SUN...

of2

http://www .suntimes.com/news/metro/rezko/910971 rezko042308 stng

Rezko friend: Rove was asked to dump Fitzgerald

April 23, 2008
BY CHRIS FUSCO AND DAVE McKINNEY

As a federal probe into Gov. Blagojevich's administration heated up in late

2004, there were discussions hetween GOP powerbroker Robert Kjellander
and Bush White House insider Karl Rove to oust corruption-busting U.S.
Attorney Patrick Fitzgerald from his job, according to a' man whom
prosecutors want to testify at Tony Rezko's trial.

Those alleged efforts were disclosed in federa! court this morning, as
prosecutors sought to have them introduced into the corruption trial of
Rezko, who is accused of seeking kickbacks and campaign contributions to
Blagojevich from companies seeking state business.

Judge Amy J. St. Eve is considering the prosecution’s request to allow Ali
D. Ata to testify about talks he had with Rezko that included discussion of
Fitzgerald’s future. Ata — former director of the lllinois Finance authority
under Blagojevich — on Tuesday pleaded guilty to federal charges in a
separate case involving Rezko.

“With respect to Mr. Ata, what | anticipate Mr. Ata would testify to would be
that he did actually have direct conversations with Mr. Rezko about the fact
that ... Mr. Kjellander was working with Karl Rove to have Mr. Fitzgerald
removed,” Assistant U.S. Attorney Carrie E. Hamilion fold St. Eve.

“Mr. Rezko’s explanation, according to Mr. Ata, is that Mr. Kjellander is -
working with Mr. Rove to have Mr. Fitzgerald removed so that someone
else can come in to the U.S. Attorney's Office, and individuals who have
been cooperating in this investigation will be dealt with differently.

“This isn't verbatim Mr, Ata's statements. This is my summary based upon
... my understanding.”

Rove's lawyer, Robert Luskin, acknowledged his client's long friendship
with Kjellander but denied any role in the alileged scheme to dislodge
Fitzgerald as Chicago’s top federal prosecutor.

“I can tell you Karl has known Kjellander for many years, does not recall
ever being approached by him or anybody else about the removal of Pat
Fitzgerald. And certainly, Kari did not talk to anyone at the White House or
anywhere else to try and bring that about,” Luskin said.

Luskin said Rove doesn't ever recall meeting Rezko nor Ata and has not
been contacted by investigators handling Rezko's case.
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The Sun-Times is attempting to reach Kjellander and the White House.

Rezko — a former top fund-raiser for Blagojevich, a Democrat, and
Democratic U.S. Sen. Barack Obama — also has been a big supporter of

‘Bush, helping host a major fund-raiser for the GOP president in September

2003.

Sources have placed Kjellander at a party at Rezko's Wilmette house
shortly after Blagojevich won election in 2002, and Kjellander received a

" controversial $809,000 Fee through a $70 billion state pension bond deal

Blagojevich pushed through the General Assembly in 2003.

St. Eve did not decide this moming whether Ata will be allowed to tell
Rezko’s jury about what Rezko told him about Kjellander and Rove.
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A, Yes.

Q0. And were there particular conversations you had had‘with
Mr. Rezko that were part of the feason wﬁy you liéd to the FBI -
in that interview?

A, Yés.

Q. How many conversations had you had with Mr. Rezko that
were part of the reaéon that you lied to the FBI in that
interview? o

A. Two that I can recall.

Q. When was the first conversation with Mr. Rezko that'yoﬁ
can reéall in this particular -- that impacted how you dealt
with the FBI on Décembér isf?, .

A. Sometime in 2004;

Q. Where did that conversatioﬁ_take pléce?

Mr. Rezko's office.

b

Q. Was there anyone else there?
A. "No.

Q. And what was éaid in that éonversationrwith Mr. Rezko that
impacted how you dealt with the FBI in~Decgﬁber‘6f 2005?

A. Mr. Rezkd iﬁformed me that hé had' just fiﬂishéd meéting

- with a Mr. Kjellander; that‘theré will be a chénge.in.tﬁe U.s.
attorney'S-bffice comeithe'new administration.

Q. Did Mr. Rezko say anything further about how it was there
would be a change at the U.S5. attorney'; office?

A. That Mr. Kjellander will talk to Karl Rove and make a
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change in the U.S. attorney's office.

Q. At that time, did you know who Mr. Kjellander was?

| A. No, Mr. Rezko explained to me who he was.

Q. What did Mr. Rezko explain to you?
A. That he was a top GOP operative, and he had direct
relationship—with Karl Rove.

©. And when you say GOP, what -does that mean?

A. Republican.

Q. And at the time, did you know who Karl Rove was?

=]

Yes.

0 Who was Karl Rove at that time?

A. Chief:adviéer for the president of the U.S.

Q In addition to explaining that‘to‘you, did Mr. Reiko séy
anything_else?_

A. Yés. He also ésked for a contribution to Governor Kérry's

campaign and-said that regardless which partyrends up winning

‘the election, there will be a qhange in_thé U.S. attorney's

office in Chicago.
Q. You said that there were twd'éonverSations-that‘you
remember?

A. Yes.

| 0. When did the second conversation take place?

A. Sometime in '05.
Q. And do you recall when in '05?
A. Approximately the middle of '05.




10

11

12

13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

21
22
23
24

25

161

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS
EASTERN DIVISTON

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,

vE.

ANTOIN REZKO,

} Docket No. 05 CR 691
\ ,

Nt et S

} Chicago, Illinois
} May 2, 2008

Defendant.) 9:15 o'clock a.m.

EXCERPT OF TRIAL PROCEEDINGS
BEFORE THE HONORABLE AMY J. ST. EVE, AND A JURY

APPEARANCES:

For the Plaintiff:

For the Defendant:

Also Present:

Court Reporter:

HON. PATRICK J. FITZGERALD
BY: MR. CHRISTOPHER NIEWOEHNER
MR. REID J. SCHAR
MsS. CARRIE E. HAMILTON
219 8. Dearborn St., Suite 500
Chicago, Illinois 60604

STETLER & DUFFY, LTD.
BY: MR. JOSEPH J. DUFFY
MR. WILLIAM P. ZIEGELMUELLER
MS. MARIAH E. MORAN
11 8. LaSalle St., Suite 1200
Chicage, Illinois 60603

¢/A DANIEL CAIN, FBI
S/A VIKAS ARORA, IRS

MR. JOSEPH RICKHOFF

Qfficial Court Reporter:

219 8. Dearborn St., Suite 1232
Chicago, Illinois 60604

(312) 435-5562

* % *x % % % % % k % k% % K% k %k * % *

PROCEEDINGS RECORDED BY
MECHANICAL STENOGRAPHY
TRANSCRIPT PRODUCED BY COMPUTER




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23 .
24

25

Ata - cross
256

Q. Thank you.

2nd you were telling the jury on your direct
examination that you had conversations with Mr. Rezko where
| Mr. Rezko._suggested that he had the ability to influence the .
appointment of a U.S. attorney by the President? Is that your
testimony? "Yes" or "No."
A. It's -- it's just what I testified, that Mr. Rezko
informed me that Kjellander was working with Karl Rove on
changing the U.S. attorney in Chicago. Now, whether he had
the influence or not, that's -- that's --
Q. Well, but you told the jury, sir, you lied and you did
things because of Mr. Rezko's tremendousrinfluence, right?
A. Yes.
Q. I mean, you didn't lie because you wanted to lie; did vyou,
Mr. Ata?
A. What I sald about the change of U.S. attorney is what took
place.
Q. Besides the U.S. atteorney, sir, I thought you told the
jury that one of the reasons you lied to the government is
because of Mr. Rezko's influence and power; is that right?
A. Yés. |
0. And did you think that Mr. Rezko was going to have some
power over the FBI that you could go in and lie to him and he
could take care of it?

A. T don't know how to answer your question.
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Timing of Dlsclosure of CIA Employee's Name a Factor _

o 1n De01d1ng if Law Was Broken
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By Susan Schrmdt
Washington Post Staff Writer _
Friday, November 26, 2004; Page A06. -

A federal prosecutor mvestlgatmg whether

- administration officials illegally leaked the name of an.
. undercover ‘CIA operative has directed considerable

effort at learning how widely the operative's identity

' was disseminated to reporters before it was published

last year by columnist Robert D. Novak, accordmg to

‘people with knowledge of the case.

Special prosecutor jPatrlck J. Fitzgerald is trying to

pinpoint precisely when and from whom several
journalists learned that Joseph C. Wilson TV, .an -
outspoken critic of the administration, was sent on an
Irag-related mtelhgence mission after a

The timing coul_d be a critical elemént in assessing B
- -whether classified information was illegally disclosed. If

White House aides directed reporters to information

" that had already been published by Novak, they may
7 not have disclosed cla531ﬁed information.

| Fltzgerald is contmumg to ask questions that suggest he
is still trying to assess the accuracy of some of the more

serious allegations about administration leaks to-

. reporters other than Novak, according to people

involved in the case. Prosecutors have questioned -

~ numerous witnesses, some of them repeatedly, to learn

. recommendation by his wife, Valerie Plame, a covert
'CIA employee. Plame's name first appeared ina July
14, 2003, column by Novak :

http://www'.washingtonpost.cqm’ ac2/wp-dyn/A13258-2004Nov2571...

© 5/14/2009 4:31 PM



rashirlgtonpost.com: The When and How of Leak Being Probed

whether two senior White House aides aetively peddled |

Plame's identity to more than half a dozen reporters
before Novak revealed it in print -- an allegation made
by an anonymous administration official in a Sept 28,
2003 Washmgton Post artlcle

Plame's name was leaked to reporters "purely and

- simply for revenge "the official alleged in the report.

- "Prosecutors are interested in the sourcmg-of that story .
- and whether it's accurate. If it is not accurate, they
would like to know that and move along," sald an -

attorney for a witness in the case.

This lawyer and two others involved_ in the case said
Fitzgerald has been trying to sort out whether White
" House officials mounted a campaign to leak Plame's
identity, or whether they were merely spinning |
“information that Novak's column had already put into

the public domain. Prosecutors-are also investigating

_who orlgrnally gave Novak the mformatren

- As part of his efforts Fltzgerald has been batthng

reporters in court, demanding that they disclose -
conversations with confidential sources

| The Justice Department launched a leak investigation at_

| | - “the CIA's request in September 2003 and, aftera
- preliminary inquiry, turned it ovet to a politically

" independent special counsel late last year. Justice .~
" Department officials said it will be up to Fltzgerald to '

decide whether to issue a repott on his findings 1f he
does not seek crnmnal charges

- To co_nstltute a violation of the Intelligence Identities
" Protection Act, a disclosure by a government official
" must have been deliberate, the person doing it must .
~ have known that the CIA officer was a covert agent,
and he or she must have known that "the United States

" is taking affirmative measures to conceal such covert

> of 5
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| ‘agent's inteﬂigence relationship to the United S_tates."

In the more than 13 months since the investigation began, prosecutors and FBI
_agents have interviewed many members of the White House staff, some
- repeatedly, including some of those on the yice presrdent's staff and in the
' cornmumcatmns ofﬁce

T "They seenrtocontimie to be focusedon whrch ‘White House-officials talked to -
- members of the press, and whether that was pre- or post—Novak That's where -
they are strugglmg, the wrtness S lawyer said. |

" think that they are frustrated " said another person who has talked to
: mvestlgators "What activity occurred pre-Novak and what occurred post-Novak
. is a distinction people workmg the story wouldn't have made at the time," thls
| ‘source said. -

' Most witnesses have dechned to comment on the investigation. Some lawyers
~ representing witnesses have been told that their discussions with investigators:
_-should be kept confidential, and as a result there has been little of the usual
' commumcatlon among lawyers about where prosecutors may be headed. One
witness's lawyer said that in addition to the admonition from prosecutors
“attorneys have avoided commumcatmg with one another so as not to be accused
of obstructlon

Among those Who are known to have been interviewed by the FBI or testified

" before the grand jury are Bush White House national security adviser

- Condoleezza Rice, political adviser Karl Rove, Vice President Cheney's Chief of
. Staff Lewis L. Libby, Republican National Committee consultant Mary Matalin,

. former Cheney press aide Catherine Martin, White House press secretary Scott

. McClellan, communications director Dan Bartlett, deputy press secretary Claire

- Buchan, and former assistant press secretary Adam Levine. Bush and Cheney
~also have been interviewed, as has Secretary of State Colin L. Powell.

| SeVeral report_ersj have given limited depos‘1t10ns about their conversations with
Libby in the days beéfore the Novak column was published. All did so at the -

~ urging of Libby, who has told the prosecutor he heard about Wilson's wife's
employment from someone in the media, according to lawyers involved in the

_ case. Two news organizations, Time magazine and the New York Times, have
gone to the U.S. Court of Appeals to fight subpoenas for reporters' testimony.
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- Novak and his lawyer have refused to comment on whether he has been
subpoenaed or interviewed by Fitzgerald's office. He has written that Plame’s
identity was revealed to him in passing by one senior administration official and
confirmed by a second official. He has said the intent was not to expose an
undercover CIA employee, but to explain why a critic of the Bush administration
was selected to investigate possible efforts by Iraq to buy uranium in Afrlca after

. Cheney asked for more mformatlon on the sub_]ect in 2002

Bush mentloned reports of those attempts in his 2003 State of the Unlon address.
Wilson thereafter contended publicly that the White House had exaggerated the
/intelligence on Iraq, saying he found no evidence that then-Iragi President

. Saddam Hussem was seekmg uranium in the nation of Niger.

" Novak said he was told that Wllson was recommended for the mission by his
- W1fe a CIA operatlve in weapons nonprohferatlon ' '

- Based on What has long been known publicly, there is little doubt that some
‘White House aides circulated the Plame story a week after Novak's column
. appeared, in an apparent effort to cast doubt on Wilson's credibility. Wilson has
~ said he received calls from two NBC television reporters, on July 20 and July 21,
who said Whlte House officials were tellmg them that Wﬂson 's wife's role was the
‘real story. . : -

- In questioning reporters for The ‘Washington Post, NBC and Time, ‘prosecutors
" have shown a particular interest in the events of July 12, reporters and their
- attorneys have said. Word that Wilson' s wife worked at the CIA had by then -
circulated to some media organizations, though the orlgm of the information is =
not pubhcly known,

| E :Whﬂe Novak’s column d}d not run until Monday, July 14, it could have been seen
. by people in the White House or the media as early as Friday, July 11, when the
"~ Creators Syndlcate distributed it over the Associated Press wire.

~ One current or former'administra-tion ofﬁcial has told Fitz'geraId that he or she
had a conversation with Washington Post reporter Walter Pincus on Saturday, -
July 12, Pincus has said publicly. Pincus also has said his source was not Libby.
- Pincus has previously said that an administration official told him that day that
 Wilson's trip to Niger was set up as a boondoggle by his CIA-employed wife.

* Time reporter Matthew Cooper has told prosecutors that he talked to Libby on

ofs . . o o - 5/14/2009 4:31 PM
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 July 12 and mentioned that he had heard that Wilson's wife worked at the CIA, a

source knowledgeable about his testimony said. Cooper testified that Libby sald

“he had heard the same thing from the medla

“Tensions between staff members at the White House and the CIA were running

. hrgh over Wilson's allegations of exaggerated intelligence, and they would only

get worse aﬁer the pubhcatlon of Novak's column

Then-CIA Director George J. Tenet had issued a statement July 11, '2_003, saying ~
that Wilson's findings in Niger did not actually resolve the question of whether

. Hussein tried to buy uranium there. But Tenet nevertheless said the statement on
'Africa should not have been included in Bush's State of Union address, and he
~ took responsibility for his agency's vetting of the speech White House _
* communications director Bartlett agreed, telling reporters that "there was no
debate or questions with regard to that line when it was signed off on.”

- But an agency bureaucrat stirred a new round of confusion and White House -
- anger the following week.

. On July 16, two days after Novak's column appeared, Alan Foley, then-director
_of the CIA's intelligence, nonproliferation and arms control center, told Senate

intelligence committee members that he had insisted the White House remove a - |
reference to Niger and uranium from the State of the Union address. The White

- House maintained there was never any specific reference to Niger in drafts of the

speech, nor, it said, had the CIA expressed any objection to referrmg to reports

i Iraq had attempted to buy uranium in Africa.

- Foley later told the committee staff he may have been confused accordingto a’
" Senate committee report on Iraq intelligence released this year. The Senate report

 determined that Foley's original testimony had been incorrect and that the CIA -

50f5

‘had not raised concerns about the Iraq-Nrger reporting in the speech.

~ It was in the er_lsaing days that televisionlreporters' Chris Matthews arrd Ahdrea
Mitchell would tell Wilson they had heard from administration aides that the real

story was not what erson found in nger but his ere s role In selectmg him for
the tnp : ,

| - ©2004 The Washington Post Company
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From: Coffin, Shannen W.
" Sent:  Thursday, December 07, 2006 5:17 PM
-Tor Keiley, \_Millam K-

Sub]ect RE:

_Bil, I leamed after the fact that Mark Corallo called Karl R. about the us attomey issue | had discussed with you
_ eamer Would have told you if | had ¥nown that had happened, but Mark cal!ed me about it after he called Kar.

From: Kelley, William K.

- Sent: Thursday, December 07; 2006 5*10 PM
© Té: Addington, David S.; Coffin, Shannen W., Miers, Harrlet; Troy, Tevl D Zinsmeister, Karl
-Subject: '

- The replacement for Judge Lamberth on the Cobell matter has been announced Now to pres:de is Judge James
Robertson For the non~lawyers we'litalk. =

HIC 00482
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Mr. MOSCHELLA. It may take a little bit longer than the minute

_and 35 seconds that I have, but Mr. Curmmins was—the Adminis- . .

tration asked Mr. Cummins to move on only after we knew that—
you know, he had indicated he was not geing to serve out the re-
mainder of his term—a qualified individual who had served both
as a prosecutor at main Justice and in his district, was coming
back from Iraq after serving his country for a year in Mosul, not
in the green zone, and prosecuting over 40 JAG-related cases there,
was interested in a U.S, attorney position.

Mr. Griffin was considered for the other district in Arkansas ear-
lier in his tenure, was interviewed. He had gone all the way
through the process and likely would have been the candidate. He
would have but for the fact that he took another position, he prob-
ably would have been the U.S. attorney in that other district, So
it was clear that he was interested in a position and given the
knowledge that Mr. Cummins was not likely to serve out the re-
mainder of his term, because there had been at least one press re-
port that I am aware of where that was indicated. :

Ms. SANCHEZ. Okay. Mr. Bogden? I am sorry to hurry you along,

_ but we have limited time here. If you could please get through the

final three as briefly as you ecan. Mr. Bogden?

Mr. MOSCHELLA. Sure.

The general sense in the department about Mr. Bogden is that
given the importance of the district in Las Vegas, there was no par-
ticular deficiency. There was an interest in seeing new energy and
renewed vigor in that office, really taking it to the next level.

It is important to note that the reason why this process was un-
dertaken was really fo ensure that in the last 2 years of this Ad-
ministration we were fielding the best team possible, and that is
what the attorney general was doing when we—as we reviewed
these.

Ms. SANCHEZ. Okay. Mr. Iglesias?

Mr. CanNNON. Parden me, Madam Chairman. We are going to
have a large number of witnesses and many people here who want
to participate. I don’t mean to be a skunk to the party, but if we
do the B-minute rule, we are probably going to get through more
quickly.

Ms. SANCHEZ. Okay.

Mr. WATT. Madam Chair, I would be delighted to yield the
gentlelady my time for questioning and pass, because I think we
need this information in the record.

Ms, SANCHEZ. I appreciate that, Mr. Watt. I understand that.

Mr. WATT. I yield the gentlelady my &6 minutes.

Ms. SANCHEZ, Okay. Thank you, Mr. Watt.

Mr. Moschella, please, as briefly as you can, Mr. Iglesias?

Mr. MOSCHELLA, Sure. And it 1s difficult to do it in such a short
time frame. As you know, our briefing took about 40 or 50 minutes.

Ms. Sancuez. Right. I think you can distill that, though, to the
heart of the matter fairly quickly.

Mr. MOSCHELLA, I will.

Ms. SANCHEZ, It is usually a one or two sentence reason.

Mr. MosceELLA, There was a general sense with regard to this
district, again, Mr. Iglesias had served, as they all did, the entire
4-year term, that the district was in need of greater leadership. We
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have had a discussion about the EARS Report, and the EARS Re-
_port does pick up some management issues and Mr. Iglesias. had
delegated to his first assistant the overall running of the office.
And, quite frankly, U.S. attorneys are hired to run the office, not
their first assistants.

Ms. SANCHEZ. Okay. And Mr. Charlton?

Mr, MoscHELLA, I would put Mr. Charlton more in the policy
category. Mr. Charlten had undertaken in his district a policy with

regard to the taping of FBI interviews and set a policy in place
there that had national ramifications. It did not go through the
whole policy process. It has implications for prosecutions, for law
“enforcement agencies, the bureau’s sister agencies at ATF, DEA,
Marshals, ICE, CBP and the like, and that was just completely
contrary to the way policy development occurs in the Department
of Justice. :

Furthermore, on the death penalty, we have a process in the De-
partment of Justice. It is the one area that is non-delegable by the
attorney general. And Mr. Charlton, in a particular case, was told
and was authorized to seek in a particular case. He chose instead
to continue to litigate after that long and exhaustive process, going
from his career people to him to the criminal division, the Capital
Case Unit, which comes to the recommendation of the deputy attor-
ney general’s office, and then the attorney general.

Ms, SaNCHEZ. Thank you, Mr. Moschella.

1 am going to reserve the balance of Mr. Watt’s time and turn
to my Ranking Member, Mr. Cannon, for guestions.

Mr, CanNoN, I don’t think that you can reserve time. I think
that Mr. Watt has to use it. You can return it to Mr. Watt and he
can ask questions or yield back,

Mr. WatT. I would be happy to take it back and at an appro-
priate time re-yield it to you if that——

Mr. CaNnNON. I don’t think that you can hold time. We may go
a second round, which is perfectly appropriate.

I don’t mean to be a stickler here, but we have lots of folks that
have lots of questions and lots of witnesses.

Mr. WATT. When my turn comes, I can take it. I don’t know that
there is anything in the rules that proliibits me from taking the
rest of my time. :

Mr. CanNON. I think that the normal procedure would have been
for me to take time. If you wanted o give—

Mr. WATT. If you had objected to my yielding it to the Chair at
that moment, she might have had to take it in my time slot, but
you didn’t object.

Mr. CaNNON. No, that is correct. I did not object because of our
ersonal relationship, but once your time is granted, I think you
ose that time for the round.

Mr. Wart, I don’t think so.

Mr. CannON, So if you want to take time—I think that is the
rule. But this is—I don’t mean to be a stickler here. If you want
to take the time, fine. But I would like to——

Mr. WaTT. Well, why are we talking about this if you don’t mean
to be a stickler?

Ms. SANCHEZ. We will take that issue—excuse me. We will take
that issue under advisement.
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Mr. MoscHELLA. Well, the discussion occurred in really a collabo-
—rative way hetween the. attomey general’s office—— .

Mr. ConyYERS. Yourself?

Mr. MoscHELLA. No. I joined the deputy’s office in October, on
October 3, just about when this process began.

NII'; CoNYERS. Kyle Sampson, chief of staff to the attorney gen-
eral’

Mr. MoscHELLA. The chief of staff was involved.

Mr. ConvERS. Yes. Mike Elston, chief of staff to Mr. McNulty?

Mr. MoscHELLA. That is correct.

NII%'. CONYERS. Monica Goodling, in the office of the attorney gen-
eral?

Mr. MOSCHELLA. Yes, sir.

Mr. CONYERS. And who else?

Mr. MoscHELLA. I would say that was probably the core group,
and then at certain stages other folks——

Mr. CoNYERS. What about Michael Battle?

Mr. MoSCHELLA. As [ was saying, some may have been consulted
to obtain either information or——

Mr. CONYERS. Yes. What about Michael Battle?

Mr, MOSCHELLA, Yes, he was consulted.,

Mr. CoNYERS. Okay. And he has since resigned as head of the
executive office of the U.S. attorneys?

Mr. MoscHELLA. I think he has another couple weeks on the job.
But to the extent that the question somehow implies that he is
being forced out, nothing could be further from the truth.

Mr. CoNYERS. Well, T haven’t implied anything.

Mr. MoscHELLA. Not you. But it is implied. We have received
many——

Mr. ConYERS. Look, we are not reviewing the media right now.
I just am trying within this limited time to get some responses

' from you.

You were involved subsequently, though, in these discussions.
Am I right?

Mr, MOSCHELLA, That is right, I was involved in the discussions.

Mr. CoNYERS. Did you consult former DOJ officials, like James
Comey?

Mr. MoscHELLA. I don’t believe Mr. Comey was consulted.

Mr. Convers. Well, was anyone at the White House consulted or
did they offer any input in compiling the list of U.S. attorneys to
be terminated, to the best of your knowledge?

Mr., MoscHELLA. The list was complied at the Depariment of
Justice.

Mr. ConyERS. Was the White House consulted?

Mr, MoscHELLA, Well, eventually, because these are political ap-
pointees——

Mr. CONYERS. Sure.

Mr. MoscHELLA [continuing]. Which is unremarkable, send a list
to the White House, let them know——

Mr. CONYERS. I understand.

Mr. MoscHELLA [continuing]l. Our proposal and whether they
agreed with it.

Mr. ConyERS. The answer is yes. Your answer is yes?

Mr. MoscHELLA. Yes.
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Rove Linked to
Alabama Case

By Adam Zagorin/Washington

18 PARTHERSHIP WITH {0 1

A Republican lawyer claims she was told that Karl Rove — while serving
as President Bush's top political adviser — had intervened in the Justice
Department's prosecution of Alabama €s most promine'nt Democrat.
Longtime Alabama G.O.P. activist Dana Jill Simpson first made the
~ allegation in June, but has now provided new details in a lengthy sworn
- statement to the House Judiciary Committee. The Committee is expected
to hold public hearings on the Alabama case next week as part of its
investigation of possible political interference by the Bush Administration
in the activities of the Department of Justice.

Simpson said in June that she heard a close associate of Rove say that the
White House political adviser "had spoken with the Department of
Justice" about "pursuing” Don Siegelman, a former Democratic governor
of Alabama,'with help from two of Alabama's U.S. attomeys; Siegelman
was later indicted on 32 counts of corruption, convicted on seven of them,
and is currently serving an 88-month sentence in Federal prison.

If Simpson's version of events is accurate, it would show direct political
involvement by the White House in federal prosecutions — a charge
leveled by Administration critics in connection with the U.S. attorney
scandal that led to the resignation of Attorney General Alberto Gonzales.
But her account is disputed; those who she allegés told her about Rove's
involvement during a G.O.P. campaign conference call claim that no such
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conversation took place. Rove himself has not responded to Simpson's
allegations, which are clearly based on second-hand information, and the
White House has refused to comment while Siegelman's case remains on
appeal. '

Still, the Judiciary Committee plans to air Simpson's testimony as part of
its probe into Iiolitical involvement in federal prosecutions. TIME has
obtained a copy of Simpson's 143-page sworn statement to the Judiciary

‘Committee. She recalls conversations in early 2005 with Rob Riley, Jr.,

son of Alabama's current Republican governor, over his father's coming
gubernatorial race, in which Siegelman appeared to be the top |
Democratic challeng:er. The younger Riley, she says, told her that his
father and Bill Canary, the state's top Republican political operative and a
longtime friend of Rove, contacted Rove in late 2004, after which he
intervened with the Justice Department's Public Integrity section to push
for criminal prosecution of Siegelman. Months later, in May 2005,
Siegelman was indicted, setting off a chain of events that led to his

~ imprisonment and the end of his political career.

Simpson also claims Riley, Jr., named the judge who would eventually be
assigned to the case, and says Riley told her the judge would "hang Don
Siegelman" because of a grudge against the former governor. She says he
also specified one of the exact charges that Siegelman would later face.
She says Riley, Jr., told her that Siegelman had conceded the close 2002
governor's race to his father only after being told he would no longer be

 subject to possible federal corruption charges.

Contacted by TIME, Riley said, "Ms. Simpson's statements have gone
from being not only untrue to absurd and ridiculous." He added, "She has

- now gone way beyond her original affidavit, to make claims so important
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that it's inconceivable they would not have been included in her original
statement.”

Simpson also provided evidence aimed at refuting the younger Riley's

claims, when the allegations first surfaced last June, that he barely knew
Rove. This evidence includes a letter, over ‘Which a message is scrawled in.
what Simpson says is Riley's handwﬁting. The message reads, "To: Jill —
I e-mailed this to (name redacted), Karl € (signed) Rob". Simpson says
Riley's reference is to Karl Rove. Riley counters that "Karl" refers to
another lawyer. The president of the company whose case Riley was
handling at the time said: "Rob Riley mentioned Karl Rove about four or
five times as someone he was getting in touch with to help settle our

business in Washington."

When the Judiciary Committee publicly examines the Siegelman case
next week, sources close to the panel say that former Alabama U.S.

. attorney Doug Jones will likely be a witness. Jones had been Siegelman's
‘lawyer until 2005, and says that in July 2004, he was told by federal

prosecutors that only three areas of potential wrongdoing by the former
governor were under investigation. Yet when Siegelman went to trial, he ~
facéd_ a 32-count indictment. "We on the defense believed that the case

~ would soon be over, based on that conference with Federal prosecutors in
- July 2004," Jones said. '

By late 2004, the same prosecutors had rethought the entire case. Jones
claims he was told by one prosecutor that the reason for the change was

| that the Justice Department in Washington had ordered a "top-to-bottom

review," fevisiting all possible charges against Siegelman after more than
three years of investigation. After that, Jones says, the case unexpectedly
"kicked into high gear" as witnesses were called before a grand jury.
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But Steve Feaga, a U.S. attorney who dealt with Jones, has a different
recollection. "The offenses charged against Siegelman were the same ones
we discussed all along with his lawyers," Feaga says. "The prosecution

‘never conducted a top-down review at the direction of DOJ in

Washington; that review was done at our own initiative."

" The Judiciary Committee will examine the timing of prosecutors’

& top-to-bottom review® of their case with the timing of Rove €s alleged
intervention with the Justice Department. That's one reason Simpson was
summoned before the Judiciary Committee last month to explain herself
under penalty of perjury. ' '
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‘The Honorable Lamat Smith

Ranking Membet, Committee on the Judiciary

United States House of Representatives

B-351A Raybum House Office Building
 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Congressman Smith:

Attached please find the answers of my client, Karl C. Rove, to your questions regarding the case
of former Governor Donald E. Siegelman. '

As you know, Mr. Rove has never asserted any personal privileges in response to the
Committee’s subpoena, but remains obligated to follow the direction of the President. We
simply cannot understand the Committee’s intetest in ptovoking a confrontation with Mr. Rove
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Answers to House Judiciary Committee Ranking Member Lamar Smith from
Karl C. Rove Regarding Allegations of Selective Prosecution in the Case of Former Alabama
Governor Donald E. Siegelman
July 22, 2008

1. Before former Alabama Governor Donald E. Siegelman’s initial indictment in May 2005,
did you ever communicate with any Department of Justice officials, State of Alabama
officials, or any individual other than Dana Jill Simpson, Esq., regarding Governor
Siegelman’s investigation or potential prosecution? If so, please state separately for each
communication the date, time, location, and means of the communication, the official or
individual with whom you communicated, and the content of the communication.

I have never communicated, either directly or indirectly, with Justice Department or Alabama
officials about the investigation, indictment, potential prosecution, prosecution, conviction, or
sentencing of Governor Siegelman, or about any other matter related to his case, nor have I asked
any other individual to communicate about these matters on my behalf. I have never attempted
either ditectly or indirectly, to influence these matters.

2. Before Governor Siegelman’s initial indictment in May 2005, did you ever communicate
with Dana Jill Simpson; Esq., regarding Governor Siegelman or Governor Siegelman’s
investigation or potential prosecution? If so, please state separately for each
communication the date, time, location, means, and content of the communication.

1 have never communicated, either directly ot indirectly, with Stmpson about the investigation,
indictment, potential prosecution, prosecution, conviction, or sentencing of Governor Siegelman,
about any other matter related to his case, or about any other matter whatsoever.

3. After Governor Siegelman was initially indicted in May 2005, but before the first
supetseding indictment against him in October 2005, did you ever communicate with any
Department of Justice officials, State of Alabama officials, or any individual other than Dana
Jill Simpson, Esq., regarding Governor Siegelman’s investigation ot prosecution? If so,
please state separately for each communication the date, time, location, and means of the
communication, the official or individual with whom you communicated, and the content of
the communication.

I have never communicated, either directly ot indirectly, with Justice Depattment or Alabama
officials about the investigation, indictment, potential prosecution, prosecution, conviction, or
sentencing of Governor Siegelman, or about any other matter related to his case, nor have I asked
any other individual to communicate about these matters on my behalf. Ihave never attempted,
either directly or indirectly, to influence these matters.

4. After Governor Siegelman was initially indicted in May 2005, but before the first
superseding indictment against him in October 2005, did you ever communicate with Dana
Jill Simpson, Esq., regarding Governor Siegelman or Governor Siegelman’s investigation or
prosecution? If so, please state separately for each communication the date, time, location,
means, and content of the communication.
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I have never communicated, either diréctly or indirectly, with Simpson about the investigation,
indictment, potential prosecution, prosecution, conviction, or sentencing of Governor Siegelman,
about any other matter related to his case, or about any other matter whatsoever.

5. After Governor Siegelman’s first superseding indictment in October 2005, but before his
subsequent conviction, did you ever communicate with any Department of Justice officials,
State of Alabama officials, or any individual other than Dana Jill Simpson, Esq., regarding
Governor Siegelman’s investigation and prosecution? If so, please state separately for each
communication the date, time, location, and means of the communication, the official with
whom you communicated, and the content of the communication.

I have never communicated, either directly or indirectly, with Justice Department or Alabarna

officials about the investigation, indictment, potential prosecution, prosecution, conviction, or
sentencing of Governor Siegelman, ot about any other matter related to his case, not have I asked
any other individual to communicate about these matters on my behalf. I have never attempted,
etther directly ot indirectly, to influence these matters.

6. After Governor Siegelman’s first superseding indictment in October 2005, but before his
subsequent conviction, did you ever communicate with Dana Jill Simpson, Esq., regarding
Governor Siegelman or Governor Siegelman’s investigation or prosecution? If so, please
state separately for each communication the date, time, location, means, and content of the
communication. ‘

I have never communicated, either ditectly ot inditectly, with Simpson about the investigation,
indictment, potential prosecution, prosecution, conviction, or sentencing of Governor Siegelman,
about any other matter related to his case, or about any other matter whatsoever.

7. Since Governor Siegelman’s conviction, have you ever communicated with any
Department of Justice officials, State of Alabama officials, or any individual other than Dana
Jill Simpson, Esq., regarding Governor Siegelman’s conviction, sentencing or appeal? If so,
please state separately for each communication the date, time, location, and means of the
communication, the official with whom you communicated, and the content of the
communication.

I have never communicated, either directly ot indirectly, with Justice Department or Alabama
officials about the investigation, indictment, potential prosecution, prosecution, conviction, or
sentencing of Governor Siegelman, ot about any other matter related to his case, nor have I asked
any other individual to communicate about these matters on my behalf. I have never attempted,
either directly or indirectly, to influence these matters.

8. Since Governor Siegelman’s conviction, have you ever communicated with Dana Jill
Simpson, Esq., regarding Governor Siegelman ot Governor Siegelman’s conviction,
sentencing or appeal? If so, please state separately for each communication the date, time,
location, means, and content of the communication.

I have never communicated, either directly or indirectly, with Simpson about the investigation,
indictment, potential prosecution, prosecution, conviction, or sentencing of Governor Siegelman,
about any other matter related to his case, or about any other matter whatsoever.
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9. Did you ever communicate with Dana Jill Simpson, Esq., regarding any political
campaign before, during or after 20017 If so, please state separately for each
communication the date, time, location, means, and content of the communication.

I have never communicated, either directly or indirectly, with Simpson about any political campaigns
before, during, or after 2001, or about any other matter whatsoever.

16. Do you know Dana Jill Simpson, Esq., personally, and have you ever met or
communicated with her in any other manner or context? If so, please describe the nature
and context of the meeting or commmunication.

I do not and have never known Simpson personally. Itis possible that Simpson may have met me at
a public function, but I do not know her, T have never worked with her, and I have never
communicated with her, either directly or indirectly.

11. In a September 14, 2007, interview with staff of the House Committee on the Judiciary,
Ms. Simpson identified you as the “Karl” referred to in a hand-written note atop an email
discussing a 2001 FEMA contract. Interview of Dana Jill Simpson, September 14, 2007, at
36. The e-mail refers to a proposed letter dated May 23, 2002, to FEMA Director Joe
Allbaugh. Simpson Exhibit 550. This letter appears to refer to an appeal of a FEMA
decision to deny payment for wotk performed pursuant to the contract. The hand-written
note reads: “To: Jill. .. I e-mailed this to [redacted], Kail, and Stewart today ... Rob.” Id.
Ms. Simpson identifies the hand-writing as that of Mr. Rob Riley and identifies “Stewart” as
“a lobbyist that works for the Federalist Group.” Interview at 35-36. Do you have any
reason to believe that you are the “Karl> referred to in this exhibit?

I am not the “Karl” referenced on the email. Karl Dix, a partner at Smith, Currie & Hancock in
Atlanta, Georgia, has publicly stated that (1) he wotked with Rob Riley and Simpson on a Federal
Emergency Management Agency cleanup contract (the subject of the email); and (2) “Rob did give
me an e-mail in 2002, and I was the Karl in the email.” See Exhibit A, “Riley’s son willing to rebut
testimony,” Tuscaloosa News, October 11, 2007.

12. In a February 24, 2008, interview with 60 Minutes, Ms. Simpson specifically claimed that
during a meeting with you in 2001, you asked her to try to catch then-Alabama Governor
Donald E. Siegelman cheating on his wife. Specifically, Ms. Simpson claimed that you
asked Ms. Simpson to take pictures of Governor Siegelman in a compromising sexual
position with one of his aides. Did you ever ask Ms. Simpson to take pictures of Governor
Siegelman in a compromising sexual position with one of his aides?

1 have never communicated, either directly or indirectly, with Simpson about taking photographs of
any individuals whatsoever, inchuding Governor Siegelman, and I have never asked her to undertake
any task to discredit Governor Siegelman. Nor have I asked any other individual, either directly or
indirectly, to take photographs of Governor Siegelman.

13. Are you aware of statements by any officials or individuals regarding whether or not Ms,
Simpson’s allegations about the investigation and prosecution of Governor Siegelman, your
alleged role in it, ot your alleged communications with Ms. Simpson are credible? If so,
please identify the official or individual who made the statement, the date, place and
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manner of the statement’s publication, and the statement’s content. Please also provide a
citation to or copy of each such statement, if you have one.

No one has corroborated Simpson’s allegations regarding my alleged “involvement” in the
Siegelman case. Indeed, many individuals have rebutted her charges. With respect to the telephone
call Simpson alleges took place on November, 18, 2002, the following individuals have denied that
such a call occurred:

e In an October 2007 Affidavit, Terty Butts asserted that “among other general matters
that I recall on November 18, 2002, co-counsel Matt Lembke, Rob Riley, and T were
together in Rob’s office on the mentioned date. As I recall, none of us were ever outside
each othet’s presence on that day for any length of time, so if a conference call with Ms.
Simpson occurred as she alleges, I am confident we would remember it, particulatly, in -
light of the comments she alleges. Again, I neither recall any such call, nor do I believe
any such call/conversation as alleged ever took place. Further, Bill Canary was not
present with us on November 18, 2002, not do I ever recall any conference call with
him. In fact, to my knowledge and recall, I have never had a phone call with M.
Canary.” See Exhibit B, Butts Affidavit.

¢ In an October 2007 Affidavit, Rob Riley stated that he has “no memory” of being on a
phone call with Jill Simpson on November 18, 2002. He further stated that “I do not
believe a phone call occurred that involved Ms. Simpson, former Alabama Supreme
Coutt Justice Terry Butts . . . Bill Canaty. . ., and myself on November 18, 2002 in
which Mr. Butts allegedly stated that he would confront former Alabama Governor Don
Siegelman . . . with photogtaphs of a political prank, . . . and would attempt to convince
Mr. Siegelman to concede the election based on said photographs, or that Mr. Canary
allegedly made statements to the effect that ‘his girls’ would take care of Mr. Siegelman
or that ‘Katl’ had spoken to, or gone over to, the Department of Justice and that the
Department of Justice was pursuing, ot would putsue, a case against Siegelman.” See
Exhibit C, Riley Affidavit."

* In an October 2007 Affidavit, Matthew Lembke asserted, “I do not recall the phone call
that Ms. Simpson claims took place between her, Justice Butts, Bill Canary, and Rob
Riley at 10:52 am on November 18, 2002, for 11 minutes. I did not leave the presence
of Justice Butts and Rob Riley for more than a few minutes at any point from the time I
arrived at Rob’s office until we left for the victory speech at the end of the day . . . If
there had been a conference call conducted by speaker phone in Rob’s office as
described by Ms. Simpson, I believe that T would have heard it. T do not recall any such
call taking place while I was there. In addition, Bill Canary was not at Rob’s office on
November 18, 2002, nor do I recall that he participated in any confetence call involving
me at any point during the post-election controversy. . . . During the post-election
controversy, there were several lawyers around the state who served as co-counsel for
the Riley campaign on various post-election legal matters. Jill Simpson was not one of
those lawyers. In fact, the first time I ever recall hearing Ms. Simpson’s name was when
I tead an account of her affidavit on the New York Times website.” See Exhibit D,
Lembke Affidavit.
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e InaJuly 2007 interview with the Birmingham News, Simpson herself backed away from
her original charges about the phone call, explaining, “[y]ou can read it both ways ... I
did it as best I could to factually write it down as exactly as to what was said. And
there’s two intetpretations to it, there’s no doubt about that.” See Exhibit E, “Affidavit
about Siegelman case open to debate,” Birmingham News, July 8, 2007,

With respect to the Siegelman charges more generally:

e Louis V. Franklin, St., Acting U.S. Attorney in the Scrushy/Siegelman prosecutions, has
stated as follows: “[The entire story is misleading because Katl Rove had no role
whatsoever in bringing about the investigation or prosecution of former Governor Don
Siegelman. It is intellectually dishonest to even suggest that Mr. Rove influenced or had
any input into the decision to investigate or prosecute Don Siegelman. That decision
was made by me, Louis V. Franklin Sr., as Acting U.S. Attorney in the case, in
conjunction with the Department of Justice’s Public Integrity Section and the Alabama
Attorney General’s Office . . . Our decision was based solely upon evidence in the case,
evidence that unequivocally established that former Governor Siegelman committed
bribery, conspiracy, mail fraud, obstruction of justice, and other setious federal crimes.

I have never spoken with or even met Karl Rove . . . My decision [to prosecute] was
based solely on the evidence uncovered by federal and state agents, as well as the special
grand jury, establishing that Mr. Siegelman broke the law . . . Contrary to how the
prosecution is portrayed in Adam Zagorin’s Time atticle, rather than the U.S.
Depattment of Justice pushing the MDAL to move forward with the prosecution of
former Governor Siegelman, the push has always come from the Middle District’s U.S.
Attorney’s office and has been spearheaded by me as the Acting U.S. Attorney in the
case. My sole motivation for pushing the prosecution was a firmly held belief, supported
by overwhelming evidence and the law, that former Governor Siegelman had broken the
law . . . Ultimately, a juty of former Governor Siegelman’s peers, consisting of men and
women, Aftican-American and Caucasian, agreed and convicted the former Governor[]

I am a career Assistant U.S. Attorney in the Middle District of Alabama. I have setved
under both Democratic and Republican appointees. I take my role as a government
prosecutor and my ethical obligations as a lawyer very seriously. I value my integrity
above all else. I would never pursue-a prosecution for political reasons, nor would T
bting any prosecution not warranted by the evidence or the law. That simply did not
happen here, no matter what anyone prints.” See Exhibit F, Franklin Statement.

¢ Principal Deputy Assistant Attorney General Brian Benczkowski has stated that “[a]t the
- time Ms. Simpson alleges the purported statements were made, Mr. Siegelman was

already under federal investigation. The existence of the investigation had been widely
reported in newspapers and television reports, some released more than ten months
before the alleged conversation. ... Indeed, even Mr. Siegelman states that Ms.
Simpson’s affidavit is false as it relates to him. Moreover, according to Ms. Simpson, she
et with Mr. Siegelman and his co-defendant Richard Scrushy for several months before
signing the statement at their urging.” See Exhibit G, Benczkowski Letter.
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14, Please share with us any additional information which you would like to provide
concerning Ms. Simpson’s and Governor Siegelman’s allegations against you ot any other
questions that have arisen concerning your alleged involvement with Governor Siegelman’s
investigation and prosecution.

Thank you for the opportunity to share additional information. Several issues are worth the
Committee’s consideration:

(1) Despite his repeated public statements that I played a role in his prosecution, and despite being
called upon to substantiate that charge, Governor Siegeliman has not offered a single piece of
evidence that I played any role whatsoever in his case.

Before giving credence to Siegelman’s baseless allegations of improptiety, the Committee
should require Siegelman to substantiate his allegations about my “involvement” in his
prosecution — something he has failed to do in either media interviews or coutt filings.

While Siegelman seems to rely on Simpson’s claims to make his argument to the media,
he has directly denied her other charges about his reasons for conceding the 2002
Alabama gubernatorial race. In an interview prior to entering prison, he publicly stated
that he actually dropped out because he did not want a repeat of Al Gore’s challenge of
the 2000 presidendal vote in Florida, not because he was threatened by Riley operatives
ot promised a deal regarding the Justice Department investigation. See Exhibit H,
“Siegelman aides contradict main part of Simpson affidavit,” The Associated Press State
& Local Wire, July 19, 2007. :

(2) Simpson is simply not a credible soutce, and the Committee should exercise due di]ig;znce befote
relying upon her accusations. '

The Weekly Standard bas said this: “As a lawyer, [Simpson] has scratched out an uncertain
living in DeKalb County, Alabama. Fellow DeKalb County lawyers describe her as ‘a
very strange person’ who lives in her own wotld.” The daughter of rabid Democrats,
she has rarely if ever been known to participate in politics as even a low-level volunteer .
.. Those who know her in DeKalb County scoff at the idea that she is a Republican at
all.” See Exhibit I, “A Conspiracy So Lunatic . . . Only 60 Minutes could fall for it,” The
Weekly Standard, May 26, 2008.

Simpson has not provided any information about campaigns on which she may have
worked with me. Not a single Republican county chairman, activist, or candidate has
stepped forward to verify that she is indeed — as she now styles herself — a2 known
“Republican operative.”

Simpson has been unable to produce aay Alabama campaign finance filings identifying
her as a paid staffer teceiving a salaty or a consulting fee. Such a disclosure would have
been required if she were, in fact, a paid campaign operative to an Alabama campaign.
In addition, Simpson has not provided any other information supporting her claim to

. have worked with me in Alabama campaigns over the years, or that I asked her to

undertake any projects or assignments on my behalf in Alabama or elsewhere.
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Said the Alabama Republican Party Chairman in a press release: “Our staff has done an
exhaustive search of Alabama Republican Party tecords going back sevetal years, and we
can find not one instance of Dana Jill Simpson volunteering or working on behalf of the

* Alabama Republican Party — as stated by 60 Minutes reporter Scott Pelley. Nor can we

find anyone within the Republican Party leadership in Alabama who has ever so much as
heatd of Dana Jill Stmpson until she made her first wave of accusations last summer in
an affidavit originally released only to the New York Times.” See Exhibit J, “Statement
by Alabama Republican Party Chairman Mike Hubbard,” February 24, 2008.

3) Simpson;s story has dramatically evolved over the last year, raising grave doubts about her

veracity.

May 2007 Affidavit

In her May 2007 Affidavit, Simpson asserted (1) that Rob Riley called her “multiple”
times on November 18, 2002, and that during one of the calls, she, Rob Riley, Bill
Canary and Terry Butts discussed that Terry Butts would confront Siegelman regarding a

‘scheme involving the KKK and “get” him to concede (yet, multiple individuals have

vehemently denied that such a call happened); (2) that Bill Canary stated that “his gitls”
would take care of Siegelman (never mind that the investigation was public knowledge at
this point); and (3) that Bill Canary stated that “Karl” had spoken with the Department
of Justice and the Department was already pursuing Siegelman (an assertion denied by
the Acting U.S. Antorney who prosecuted Siegelman, among others). At no point did

- Simpson mention working with me to take photographs of Governor Siegelman in a

compromising position, a scintillating “fact” which would seem to be noteworthy. .

July 2007 Birmingham News Interview

In a July 2007 interview with the Birmingham News, Simpson herself backed away from
het otiginal chatges about the phone call, explaining, “fyjou can read it both ways .. . I
did it as best I could to factually write it down as exactly as to what was said. And
there’s two interpretations to it, there’s no doubt about that.” See Exhibit E, “Affidavit
about Siegelman case open to debate,” Birmingham News, July 8, 2007. 2

September 2007 Committee Interview

In her interview, Simpson again backed away from the Affidavit, asserting that “I mean,
as I said, 1 couldn’t put everything down. I put the best I could, but I didn’t write every
single word that occutred in that.” Simpson Interview at 26.

In her interview, Simpson asserted that prior to drafting the Affidavit, she had been told
that I had spoken about Governor Siegelman’s case to the “head guy” at the Public
Integrity Section at the Department of Justice, and that the “head guy” had “agreed to

- allocate whatever resources, so evidently the guy had the power to allocate resources,

you know.” She apparently possessed this alleged “knowledge” prior to her May 2007
Affidavit and her July 2007 interview, but inexplicably did not reference it on either
occasion. Simpson Interview at 50-53. y
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February 2008 60 Minutes Interview

In her February 2008 interview with 60 Minutes, Simpson unveiled the bizarre
accusation that T personally asked her to take pictures of Siegelman in “a compromising,
sexual position” with one of his aides. This story seems to be an outgrowth of the tale
she told the Judiciary Committee, wherein it was Rob Riley who had asked her to
“obtain some pictures” of Don Siegelman (although in the older version of the story,
Riley had allegedly asked only for pictures of campaign events). She presumably
possessed this alleged “knowledge” prior to her May 2007 Affidavit, her July 2007
newspaper interview, and her September 2007 Committee interview, but inexplicably did
not reference it on any of these occasions. Simpson Interview at 12; “Did Ex-Alabama
Governor Get a Raw Deal?” 60 Minutes, February 24, 2008.

Despite this shocking “fact” about het spy missions, neither in the original Affidavit, nor
in 143 pages of interview transcript, did she ever claim to have met me, spoken to me, or
carried out any work on my behalf, even though the apparent point of her Affidavit and
interview was to accuse me of wrongdoing in connection with Governor Siegelman.

February 2008 MSNBC Interview

When questioned about her claims regarding requests to photograph Governor
Siegelman, Simpson made distutbing allegations about the Judiciary Committee majority,
which either further calls into question Simpson’s veracity or suggests that the majority
attempted to conceal the absurdity of her allegations:

ABRAMS: Why have you never mentioned before the, uh, the allegation about Rove and the pictures?

SIMPSON: Oh, I mentioned it to people. They just did not, um, use it. Because nobody wanted to go into
the fact that I had been following Don Siegelman trying to get pictures of him cheating on his wife.

ABRAMS: But . . . some of your critics have said, “Oh, you know, in front of Congress, et cetera, she had

a lot of opportunities. Why hasn’t she mentioned this before?™

SIMPSON: Well, let me explain something to you. I talked to congressional investigators, Dan. And when
I talked to those congressional investigators I told them that I had followed Don Siegelman and tried to
get pictures of him cheating on his wife. However, they suggested to me that that was nor relevant because

there was nothing illegal about that and they’d just prefer that it not come up at the hearing that day.

Verdsct with Dan Abrams, February 25, 2008.

(4) Simpson has not offered any proof whatsoever of her allegations, and the Committee should
require that such proof be produced before giving credence to her accusations.
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Not a single individual has corroborated Simpson’s story about my “involvement” in the
Siegelman investigation, indictment, and conviction. Nor has any individual
corroborated her other odd stories about the KKI, the Siegelman/Riley race, and her
so-called involvement with various Alabama campaigns in which I was involved.
Indeed, multiple trustworthy individuals and public officials have publicly and forcefully
denied her allegations — and these individuals and public officials are the mere tip of the
iceberg.

Simpson has provided no evidence that she indeed was asked to take photographs of
Governor Siegelman, or even that she attempted to do so in some manner. She has
produced no photographs, no meeting or telephone records showing that we
communicated, no travel receipts that would prove she was following Governor
Siegelman, no gubernatotial travel schedules or itneraties, and no proof whatsoever that
I hired her to undertake a surreptitious reseatch effort.

Indeed, it is highly unlikely that her presence shadowing Governor Siegelman over a
lengthy period of time would somehow escape detection by the Governor’s security
detail.

(5) Simpson’s motives in attacking me are murky at best.

At her interview before this Committee, Simpson was accompanied by Joseph Sandler,
the curtent general counsel to the Democratic National Committee. Simpson Interview
at 1-2,

Simpson has admitted that she assisted “an attorney for [Richard] Scrushy,” Art Leach,
in attempting to secure a new trial for Scrushy. She also admitted that she has
corresponded with John Aaron, an Alabama attorney and “political researcher” to whom
she was allegedly introduced by Siegelman, for purposes of “researching” the judge
overseeing Siegelman’s case. Simpson Intetview at 67-80.

During her interview before the Committee, Simpson admitted that she asked Aaron “to
help me write the affidavit,” and that Aaron created the first draft. She was “not certain”
whether for the final draft, she “start[ed] from scratch” or “start[ed] with Aaron’s and
change[d] it around{.]” Simpson Interview at 79-81.

During her interview, Simpson also admitted that het intention in drafting the Affidavit
was that it would be given to the Scrushy and Siegeltman legal teams via Aaron and her
friend Mark Bollinger, who previously served as an aide to a former Democratic
Alabama Attorney General. “T had decided to do an affidavit and had done it because
[Scrushy’s office] had called several times,” she said. Simpson Intetview at 79-84, 136-
138. '
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Exhibit A

Riley’s son willing to rebut testimony | TuscaloosaNews.com | The Tuscaloosa News
By Dana Beyerle Montgomery Bureau Chief

Published: Thursday, October 11, 2007 at 3:30 a.m.
Last Modified: Thursday, October 11, 2007 at 12:14 am.

MONTGOMERY | Rob Riley Jr. said Wednesday that he would be willing to testify under oath
to rebut testimony by a Rainsville lawyer who said she heard him and others discuss influencing
the criminal prosecution of former Gov. Don Siegelman.

Rainsville lawyer Jill Simpson told lawyers for the U.S. House Judiciary Committee in testimony
released Wednesday that she believes Rob Riley Jr., the son of Gov. Bob Riley, and others
conspired in 2002 with the White House to eliminate Siegelman’s challenge to Rlley s 2006 re-
election by influencing a federal case against him. )

Rob Riley said Simpson did not tell the truth in her Sept. 14 testimony, which was released |
Wednesday along with talking points from the Judiciary Committee’s majority membership.

“I’'m working right now on an affidavit I plan to file with the commitiee addressing the
untruthfulness of Ms. Simpson’s testimony,” said Rob Riley, a Birmingham lawyer.

When asked if he was willing to testify under oath before the cdmmittee, Rob Riley said,
“Absolutely.” He said he has not been called to testify.

Simpson’s hearsay testimony and Rob Riley’s willingness to testify puts pressure on the
committee to force testimony from the alleged participants in the November 2002 telephone call
that Simpson said she overheard.

Carl Grafton, a retired political science professor at Aubum University Montgomery said the
committee looking into the Siegelman prosecution could end the speculation by issuing
subpoenas.

“You think they would, because the committee is run by Democrats, and it would potentially
serve their interests to cast the Republicans in a bad light,” Grafton said. “The only thing I
imagine 1s there’s something about the story that could come back and bite them.”

The House Judiciary Committee was to have conducted a hearing Thursday on allegations that
the U.S. Department of Justice targeted Democrats for prosecution, Siegelman and former
HealthSouth CEO Richard Scrushy were convicted of government corruption charges and are
now in prison.

Melanie Roussell, an information officer with the House Judiciary Committee majority, said
there are no plans to subpoena witnesses. Minority counsel for the committee couldn’t be
reached for comment. Roussell said the commitice meeting will be rescheduled because of a
death. :



Simpson said she believes the targeting occurred after Alabama Republicans, including Business
Council of Alabama President William Canary, whose wife, Leura Garreft Canary, is the U.S.
Attorney in Montgomery; Riley Jr., and former Democratic Supreme Court Justice Terry Butts
got involved.

Simpson said that in the phone call, William Canary said he would get help from then-White
House adviser Karl Rove.

Canary and Riley Jr. denied Simpson’s version of events.

“Billy Canary has never made those statements at any time in my presence, nor in any private
conversations nor in any public conversations,” Rob Riley said.

Montgomery laWyer Thomas Gallion III, who said he represents Simpson “on a limited basis,”
said she has been told not to discuss this matter publicly.

Rob Riley once said he barely knew Simpson, a classmate at the University of Alabama,
anything he says has to be taken with a grain of salt, Gallion said.

“Jill Simpson has shown me and I have witnessed with my own eyes she has represented Rob
Riley in plaintiff cases and has canceled checks and documents ... and I believe what she says is
true,” Gallion said. “What they ought to do, everybody involved (on Rob Riley’s side), is to go
to Washington and testify.”

Neither Simpson nor her lawyer, Priscilla Duncan, could be reached for comment Wednesday -
Rob Riley said errors in Simpson’s testimony led to questions about her overall testimony.

In 143 pages of testimony, Simpson said Riley Jr. once mentioned e-mailing something to a
“Karl,” “I believe that is Karl Rove,” Simpson testified. '

Riley Jr. said “Karl” was Atlanta attorney Karl Dix.
Dix said in a phone interview he had worked with Rob Riley and Simpson on a Federal
Emergency Management Agency cleanup contract. “Rob did give me an e-mail in 2002, and I

was the Karl in the email,” Dix said.

Rob Riley Jr. said Simpson made other misstatements, including an assertion that he and U.S.
District Judge Mark Fuller, who presided over Siegelman’s trial, knew each other from their days
at the University of Alabama.

Fuller is about eight years older than Riley Jr. and Riley Jr. said he doesn’t know Fuller.



Exhibit B

TERRY LUCAS BUTTS

ALABAMA SUPREME COURT JUSTICE (RET.}
‘ ATTORNEY AT LAW :
Malling Address 76 South Glenwood Avenue ‘Telephone: (334) 336-2262
P.O, Drawer 272 Luveme, Alabama 36049 .
Luverns, Alabama 36049 Facsimile: €334) 335-2214

Email: Hucasbults@yahoo.com

STATEMENT OF TERRY LUCAS BUTTS

My pame is Terry Lnces Butts, ¥ received my law degree in 1968 from the University of
Alabama Law School. Following law school, I practiced law in Elba, Alabama, for eight yems. 1
then became a Circuit Court Judge, ultimately serving some 23 1% years as a judge, before retiring
from the Alabama Supreme Court in 1998 to rua as the Democratic nominee for Attomey
General of Alabama against fhen appointed incumbent Attorney General Bill Pryor. After losing
the 1998 race to Attorney General Pryor by three-tenths of one percent, I returned to the active
practice of law, practicing in Troy, Alabama, in ultimately an eight person law firm. I left this
firm and practice in 2005, retumming to my home town of Luverse, Alabama, where I resided, to
open my separate law practice, which contimies today.

Since leaving the judicial bench, among my clienis have been Governor Bob Riley, Former
Alabama Chief Justice Roy Moore, and Former CEO of HealthSouth Corporation, Richard
Scrushy, in respective matters,

After the November 2002 general election in Alabama, then challenger Bob Riley prevailed over
then incumbent Governor Don Siegelman by some 3,100 votes. Governor Siegelman
isnmediately began a legal challenge to obtain a recount of the votes. Along with Attorey Mail
Lembke of the firm Bradley/Arant in Birmingham, I was employed by Govemor-clect Bob Riley
1o resist (he recount challenge.

For nearly two weeks, co-counsel Matt Lembke and I (along with other attornsys who assisted
locally in varioas counties, but those attorneys did not include Dana Jill S8impson) “punched and
counter-pumched” all over the State, with Gevernor Siegelman’s attorneys Joc Espy and Baolhy
Segall, both of Montgomery, and “Boots” Gale of Birmingham, as to Governor Siegelman’s
efforts 1o obtain vore secounts and our efforts to block any recounts,

[ take ap Mrs. Simpson’s allegations invelving e as folHows:

1, Ms. Simpson alleges a conference call occwrring on November 18, 2002, As Ixecall that
day, Arlorney Matt Lembke and 1 arrived within minutes ol each other at approximately
9:00 am, at Rob Riley’s Izw office in Birmingham. Rob Riley’s office bad come to be
Esadquarters for the election recount chatlenges.

On November 18, 2002, Mait and I spent the entire morming working topeilier with Rob
Riley in Rob's taw office. As Irecall, some time in the afternean, Teby Roth (§ holice)

whora ¥
(P

gtuck his head in where we were all working, advising that a call hod Just bao oo



from someone in Governor Siegelman’s cdmpaign inquiring as to when Governor
Siegelman could speak by phone with Govemor Riley.

During the afiernoon, Matt and 1 wete in Rob Riley’s law office with Governor Riley,
Rob Riley, Steve Windom, Toby Roth, and others standing in the doorway — in fact, Matt
and I pulled vp chairs by Governor Riley and waited with bim for the call. The call came
sometime thereafier. While I could mot hear Govemnor Siegelman’s end of the call, I
could hear Governor Riley’s. The two men had a very amicable and fiiendly
conversation. When Govemnor Riley hung up the phoene, he stood up, Matt and 1 stood
up, aud Governor Riley put an aom around each of us, hugging us to him, and said: “The
winning team™. Rob Riley had a camera and sniapped a photo. There were then hugs and
handshakes all around and that was the end of it.

Later, after Governor Siegehnan conceded publicly, we all rode with Govemor Riley to
his press conference. I recall we were all exhansted becanse there had been some days of
around the clock worlding on the various pending lawsuits and e varions legal briefs, 1
do not believe, nor do ¥ recall, any conference call ocourring with Ms, Simpson. In fact,
during the entire recount controversy, Matt Lembke and I never did anything involving
the issues, including conference calls, unfess we did it together and with both
consultation/concusrence by both of us on any matter, as we were the lead attorneys.
Furtirer, on November 18, 2002, Matt and 1 were never outside of each other®s presence
for any length of ime for any phone conferences.

As to Mz, Simpson’s allegations gbout concern over a Ku Klux Kian rally involving
campaign signs of Governor Riley, I simply do not know of anyone who would give a
good Southem “damn” or a “hoot-in-hell” about what the KRX thinks, cither befors,
during, or afier an clection on any issue. Certainly this would be particularly truc as to
the placing of anyone’s campaign sipns 2t a Klan rally afier an election.

3. Asto Ms. Simpson’s allegations concerning me approaching either Governor Siegelman

or some of his “campaign people™ about Governor Siegelman conceding the election and
in return the KKK allegations, as well as that any Federal investigation/prosecution would
end, that simply did not happen.

I conld not ethically (and did not) approach amother atiorney’s chent (in this fostance
Governar Siegelman), nor did 1 contact any of Governor Siegelman’s “campaign people™.
Additionally, I would have no authority to prevent, stop, or end any Federal or State
investigation/prosecution of anyone. That kind of anthority desives only from State ox
Federal Attomey Generals, State District Attorneys, United States Attorneys, or the
United States™ Justice Department, none of whom was 1in contact with conceming anay
investigation/prosecution of Govemor Sicgelman as alleged by Ms. Simpson.

. Aleng with other co-counsel, I did help represent former HealthSouth CEO Richard
Scrushy in the Middle District Federat Court of Algbama in 2006, wherein former
Governor Don Siegelman was a co-defendant, While there is much that can be said about
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that trial, I continue to believe that both Richard Scrashy and Don Siegelman were
erroneously convicted and that their respective convictions should be reversed on appeal
for many trial errors. However, I did not {as Ms. Simpson alleges) “go back and tell the
Governor things™ about Mr. Scrushy’s case. Neither did I discuss Mr. Scrushy’s case
with Rob Riley. Again, these allegations by Ms. Stmpson did not happen.

_ Additionally, there is just simply no conflict of interest on my part in having represented

* M. Scrushy, as Ms. Simpson’s allegations on that issue are not trae. In fact, the first
fime I ever heard of Ms. Simpson and/or her allegations was in May 2007 when [ received
medla calls about her allegations.

. Finally, among other general matters that I recall on November 18, 2002, co-counsel Mati
Lembke, Rob Riley, and I were together in Rob’s office on the mentioned date. AsI
recall, none of us were ever outside each other’s presence on that day for any lengthof
fime, so if'a conference call with Ms. Simpson occurred as ghe alleges, I am confident we
would remember i, particularly, in light of the comments she afleges. Again, I neither
recall any such call, nor do I belicve any such call/conversation as alleged ever took
place.

Further, BillCanary was not present with us on November 18, 2002, nor do I ever recall
any conference call with him. In fact, to my knowledge and recall, Thave neverhad a
phone call with Mr. Canary.

Retterating, the allegations made by Ms. Simpson involving me are simply not true.
White Ms. Simpson herself may not personally be in doubt, however, with no disrespect
intended, I certainly believe her to be in exror.

Tefry LucagButis

SWORN TO and subscribed before me this / qjﬁ' day of Qctober, 2007.

Natary Pubiic

My Commission Expires:




Exhibit C

AFFIDAVIT
Comes now the undersigned Affiant and, after having been duly sworn, states on oath to the
.best of myrecollection, information, and beIiéf, the following statements set forth in paragraphs one
"through six are true and comect:
My name is Robert R, Riley Jr. Iam an attorney practilcing law in Birmingham, Alabama at
the law firm of Riley & Jackson, P.C. I graduated from the University of Alabama in 1988 with a
degree in Economics, Yale Law School in 1991, with 2 J.D. degree, and the University of Cambridge
{England) in 1992, with a LL.M. degree. My father, Bob Riley, was eleétcd Governor of Alabama
| in November, 2002 and was re-elected Governor in November, 2006.
| [ have no memory of being ona phone call with Jill Simpson (“Ms. Simpson™) on November
18,2002, Furthermore, I do not believe a phone call occurred that involved Ms. Simpéon, former
~ Alabama Supreme Court Justice Terry Butts (“Mr. Butts™), Bill Canary (“Mr. Canary”), and myself
on November 18, 2002 in which Mr. Butts aliggedly stated that he would confront former Alabama
| Governor Don Siegelman (“Mr. Siegelman™) with photographs of a political prank, described in the
following paragraph, and would attempt to convince Mr. Siegelman to concede the election based
on said photographs, or that Mr. Canary allegedly made statementsl to the effect that “his girls” would
take care of Mr. Siegelman, or that “Karl” had spoken to, or gone over to, the Department of Justice
and that the Department of Justice was pursuing, or would pursue, a case against Mr. Siegelnan.
1 have never been told by Mr., Butts, or anyone else, that Mr, Butts spoke with Mr. Siegelman
on November 18,2002, and convinced Mr. Siégelman to concede the 2002 campaign for Governor.
Other than from Ms, Simpson’s Affidavit, I have never heard anyone say that Mr, Siegelman
conceded the election in exchange for not releasing photographs of a political prank involving

Democratic operatives putting up Riley for Governor signs at a KKK rally. Other then in Ms.



Simpson’s testimony of September 14, 2007, Thave nevér heard that Mr. Siegelman conceded the
election in exchange for immunity from prosecution. 1 have never made a statement to Ms. Simpson
that there was an agreement between Mr, Buits and Mr. Siegelman regarding Mr. Siegelman’s
 concession of the 2002 campaign for Govemor.

I do not believe that 1 have ever met or spoken with Judge Mark Fuller (“Judge Fuller”). '
Other than what I have read in Ms. Simpson’s testimony and the documents that I understand she
produced at the time of her testimony, I have no knowledge of any ownership in any business or
alleged grudges Ms, Simpson says Judge Fuller holds against Mr, Siegelman, and I never discussed
such with Ms. Simpson. I have spoken with Stewart Hall (“Mr. Hall”) since Ms. Simopson’s
testimony was released. Mr. Hall has told me that, to the best of his récollection, he has never met
or spoken with Judge Fuller at any time in his life, nor does he have knowledge of any businesses
in which Judge Fuller has been involved or any alleged grudge that Judge Fuller has againét Mr.
Siegelman. Ms. Simpson stated in her testimony that she understood that Judge Fuller was in
“college” at “Alabama” with Stewart and me. It is myunderstanding based on aﬁ internet search that
Judge Fuller graduated from college at the University of Alabama in 1982. 1 began college at the
University of Alabama in 1984, Mr. Hall has told me that he bégan college at the University of
Alabama in January, 1985,

L have never requested Karl Rovezg (“Mr. Rove”) assistance to “speed up” checks for any of
Ms. Simpson’s clients, or his assistance on any other federal matter, nor have I ever told Ms.
Simpson that I was doing so. Ms. Simpson’s belief that I e-mailed a copy of a document to Mr.
Rove regarding a matfer associated with a FEMA appeal is not correct. The document that Ms,

Simpson has discussed in her testimony was sent to Mr. Karl Dix, who is an attorey in Atlanta,
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Georgia, practicing wifh the law firm of Smith, Cun‘ie? and Hancock, who provided assistance with
the appeal. Furthermore, Idid not tetl Ms. Simpson that Mr. Rove was assisting with this project.

1 have not been told or provided information that Mr. Siegelman would be prosecuted if he
ran for political office again after the 2002 election; that Mr. Rove had spoken to someone about
prosecuting Mr. Siegelman; that Judge Fuller was going to be appointed the Judge ofthe Siegelman-
Scrushy case; that a case would be brought against Mr. Siegelman and Mr. Scrushy or that specific
charges were going to be brought against them; nor have [ made statementé to this effect to Ms.
Simpson. Furtheimore, at no time have 1 participated, in any manner or way, in‘ the criminal

prosecutions of Mr., Siegelman or Mr. Scrushy.

T L /
Robert R. Riley, .

Y
/

In Jefferson County, Alabama, on thezzﬁé’ day of October, 2007, before me, a Notary

Public in and for the above-state and county, personally appeared Robert R. Riley, Ir., known to me
or proved to be the person named in and who executed the foregoing instrument, and being first duly
sworn, such person acknowledged that he or she executed said instrument for the purposes therein
contained as his of her free and voluntary act and deed. — - —
nataoasim)

otary Public
My commission expires: 02 ID 2410




EX_hibit D

STATE OF ALABAMA. )

JEFFERSON COUNTY )
AFFIDAVIT OF MATTHEW H. LEMBKE

My name is Matthew H. Lembke. Iam a pastner in the Birmingham, Alabama
office of Bradley Arant Rose & White LLP. I received my law degree from the
University of Virginia School of Law in 1991. Following law school, I clerked for Judge
J. Harvie Wilkinson IH on the United States Court of Appeals fdr the Fourth Circuit and
for Justice Anthony M. Kennedy on the Supreme Court bf the United States. I joined
Bradley Arant in 1993 and have practiced at the firm continuously since then.

In the fall of 2002, I served as counsel to the Riley for Governor campaign. The
results of the 2002 Alabama gubernatorial election were very close. Bob Riley, then a
congressmarn, won by approximately 3,000 vo_tes' over Governor Don Siegelman. 1
understand it to have been the closest gubernatorial election in Alabama history.

Due to the closeness of the election, Governor Siegelman initially refused to
concede and asked for a recount of the ballots. What ensued was a legal controversy
involving numerous state courts that extended aver a 13-day period until Governor
Siegelman conceded on Monday, November 18, 2002.

In my role as campaign counsel, I led the Riley campaign’s efforts in that post-
election legal controversy. Within a day or two of the election, the campaign also
refained former Alabama Supreme Court Justice Terry Butts, who had been the
Democratic nominee for Alabama Attomney General in 1998, to join me in leading the

legal effort. From the time that Justice Butts joined the effort on or about November 7,



| 2002, until Governor Siegelman’s concessioﬁ, Justice Buits and I worked clos.ely together
6n all the legal issnes. |

I have reviewed the affidavit executed by Jill Simpson with regard to certain
alleged events occurring on November 18, 2002. 1 have also reviewed Ms. Simpson’s |
" testimony fo rei:r&eentaﬁves_ of the House Judiciary Committee on September 14, 2007.

T arrived at Roi: Ri]ey’s; law office around 9:00 a.m. on November 18, 2002. .

Justice Buits and I were physically located in Rob Riley’s personal office dﬁring most of

‘the day. Rob’s personal office is a large robm with a desk at one end and a sofa and
conference table at the other end. Rbb was also present in that office throughout the day.
Justice Butts, Rob, and 1 worked on vaﬁo_us legal issues throughout the morning and into
the carly afternoon.

In the early afternoon of November 18, we leamed from Governor-¢lect Riley’s
campaign manager, Toby Roth, that a representative of Governor Siegelman had called to
detenniné where Governor Siegelman could call Govcmbr—elec_t Riley late that afternoon.
For the next feW hours, we sat in Rob’s office waiting to see if fhe Siegelman call would
take place. _

" Late that afternoon, Governor Siegelman placed the call to Governor-elect Riley
and stated that he was conceding the election. Along with Justice Butts, Rob Riley, Toby
Roth, and others, I listened to Govemor-;elect Riley’s end of the converéation. “When the |
call ended, the room éruﬁted in celebration, and all of us left shortly thereafter to
accompany Governor-elect Riley to the location where he made his ﬁctory speech.

1 do not recall the phone call that Ms. Simpson ¢laims took place between her,

Justice Butts, Bill Canary, and Rob Riley at 10:52 am on November 18, 2002, for 11



minutes. I did not leave the presence 6f Justice Butts and Rob Riley for more than a few
minutf-:s at any pdint from the time I arrived at Rob’s office until we left for the victory
speech at the end of the day. I do not believe &at I was out of Justice Butts’ auci Rob
Riley’s presence for 11 consecutive minutes at or around 10:52 a.m. that day. If there

| had been a conferen_ce call conducted by speaker phone in Rob’s office as described by
Ms, Simpson, I believe that I would have heard it. 1do not recall any such call taking
place while I was there. In addition, Bill Canary was not at Rob’s office on November

| 18, 2002, nor do I recall that he participated in any conference caﬂ involviﬁg me at any

| point during the post-electioﬁ controversy.

The notion that Governor Siegelman would have conceded the governorship
becauée a photo existed of a Democratic operative planting Riley signs at a Ku Klux Klan
rally in Scotisboro, Alabama after the election strikes me as absurd. Indeed, the first time
I ever recall heaﬁng about Riley signs at a Ku Klux Klan rally in Scottsboro, Alabama
was when I read a press account of Ms. Simpson’s affidavit. |

I was with Justice Butts on November 18 Mly continuously from
appmxﬁnately 9:00 a.m. until Governor-elect Riley’s victory specch, and I am unaware

- of him having had any méeting or phone call with Governor Siegelman or any
representative of Governor Sicgelman to discuss a concession. |

During the post-election legal controversy, tﬁere were several la\;VYers around the |
state who served as co-counsel for the Riley campaign on various post—élection legal
matters. Jill _Sirﬁpson was not one of those lawyers. In fact, the first time I ever recall
hearing Ms. Simpson’s name was when I read an acoountiof her affidavit on the New

York Times website.



The matters contained herein are true and correct based upon my personal

knowledge.

MATTHEW H. L%;KE :

Sworn to and subscribed before me thi gy of October, 2007.

(SEAL) — | f f,%u%l-\ |

Notary Pul
| A
J

My Commission Expires:
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Exhibit B
§
Y e
Eveirything Alabama
Ghe Biomingham News
Affidavit about Siegelman case open to debate
Sunday, July 08, 2007
BRETT J. BLACKLEDGE '
News staff writer
An affidavit cited as proof that White House strategist Karl Rove helped arrange the Justice Depariment
prosecution of former Gov. Don Siegelman doesn’t actually say Rove was behind the investigation, the
lawyer who wrote it said. But that hasn't stopped others from using the affi dawt to demand a congressional
hearing.
- Jil Simpson, the Republican Rainsville lawyer whe wrote the affidavit, said in an interview that she is not
responsible for how others interpret her swomn statement. She said she tried to accuralely representa
" conference call she heard in which Rove's name came up, and she said no one definitively said in that calt
that Rove arranged for Siegelman's investigation.
It's not clear if Rove was being identified in the call as the person behind the investigation or as someone
who heard Siegelman already was under investigation, Simpson said.

"You can read it both ways," Simpson said in the interview Friday. *l did it as best 1 could to factually wnte it ' ’
down as exactly as to what was said. And there's two interpretations to it, there s no doubt about that." . :

The fact that Simpson's affidavit is unclear about Rove's role is signiﬁcant because her statement has been
reported nationally as the first clear link between Rove and the Siegelman case. Demccrats and Siegelman
supporters have cited Simpson's affidavit as proof that the case was politically motivated, with U.S. Rep.
Artur Davis, D-Birmingham, becoming the latest fo argue that Siegelman's case should be included with
others under congressional review for pessible selective prosecution. -

And that's fine with Siegeiman's lawyers, who say Simpson's claims are not relevant to the appeal of his
conviction. A congressional review, however, could help him win a new trial.

"I don't know whether what she says is true or not. And it doesn't really matter as to where | am or what my
job is right now," Siegelman lawyer Vince Kilbom said. "But if there are documents produced, fet's say, in
the congressional investigation, and they're exculpatory and they have not been produced to the defense,
that's a new trial in my opinion."

Siegelman and HealthSouth founder Richard Scrushy remain in an AtIanta federal prison following thelr
sentencing on corruption convictions last month.

Close election:

The national buzz over possible White House Influence in the Slegelman investigation began several weeks
ago, after Simpson's affidavit was distributed to several national publications. Simpson said Scrushy lawyer
At Leach asked her earier this year to write the affidavit.

In her affidavit, written in May, Simpson said fellow Republicans during a conference call on Nov. 18, 2002,
discussed concerns that Siegelman would contintie to be a political problem in the future. That was days
after the general election, and Siegeiman and Bob Riley, who would go on {o win the governor's race, were
involved in a heated recount batile because of the election's razor-thin margin.

http:/fwww.al.com/printer/printer.ssf?/base/news/118388255328230.xmlé&coll=2 7/9/2007
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Simpson's affidavit said Bill Canary, a Riley adviser, told Riley's son on the call that Siegelman wasn'i likely
to be an issue. Canary is the husband of U.S. Attomey Leura Canary of Montgomery, whose staff handled
the Siegelman investigation.

"William “Bitl' Canary told him not to worry, that he had already gotten it worked out with Kari and Karl had
spoken with the Department of Justice and the Department of Justice was already pursuing Don
Siegelman,” Simpson said in the affidavit.

The federal investigation of Siegelman was well publicized befora the November 2002 conference call
Simpson describes in her affidavit. Nearly 10 months earlier, The Birmingham News reported the federal
investigation of Siegelman.

The case received extensive media oovérage throughout that year, including articles about Leura Canary
stepping aside from the investigation, and arguments by Siegelman and his lawyers that politics prompted
the investigation.

‘Media inferences:

While Simpson does not say it explicitly in her carefully worded affidavit, her statement about Rove has led
several national media outlets and Siegelman supporters to infer that she heard Canary say Rove aranged
for the Justice Depariment investigation of Siegelman. The result has been a number of articles .
characterizing Rove's role in different ways, even using partial guotes from Simpson’s affidavit at imes to
more clearly link Rove to the case. )

Time magazine: "A longtime Republican lawyer in Alabama swears she heard a top GOP operative in the
state say that Rove “had spoken with the Department of Justice' about ‘purguing‘ Siegelman.”

Los Angeles Times: "Just this month, a Republican lawyer signed a sworn statement that she had heard
five years ago that Rove was preparing to politically neutraiize the popular Slegelman.” The Times in the
same article states that Simpson's affidavit said Rove and others "woukl make sure the Justice Deparment
pursued the Democrat so he was not a political threat in the fufure.”

The New York Times editorial: "The most arresting evidence that Mr. Siegeiman may have been radroaded
is a sworn statement by a Republican lawyer, Dana-Jill Simpson. Ms. Simpson said shewas ona
conference call in which Bill Canary, the husband of the United States aftorney whose office handled the
case, insisted that “his girls’ would “take care of Mr. Siegelman. According to Ms. Simpson, he identified his
*girls' as his wife, Leura Canary, and another top Alabama prosecutor. Mr. Canary, who has longstanding
ties to Karl Rove, also said, according to Ms. Simpson, that he had worked it out with "Karl.™

Hearing requested:

Davis, in a jetter requesting a congressional hearing, also went further in linking Rove to the Siegelman
case than Simpson did in her affidavit. He cited The New York Times editoral in his request to House
leaders Friday that Siegelman's case be included in a broader congressional investigation of sefective
political prosecutions.

"Most explosively, an attorney who worked in the 2002 campaign against Siegelman has sworn an affidavit
claiming that she participatad in a November 2002 conference catl in which an influential Republican
claimed that Karl Rove had given assurances that Siegelman would be indicted.”

Simpson siaid in her interview Friday that she is not responsible for how Davis and the media characterize
her affidavit.

Davis held a different view of Simpson's affidavit in an interview last month, noting that her statemant did
not prove Siegelman's case was politically motivated. "All Jill Simpson can testify to is what she says a
bunch of pecple said during a phone conversation. Rove never came on the ling," Davis said last month.
"That's why the affidavit doesn't teli you that much.”

Davis on Friday said he has not changed his position, and he once again downpiayed Simpson's affidavit.

http://www.al.com/printer/printer.ssf?/base/news/118388255328230.xmlé&coll=2 7/9/2007
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"l don't put much stock in the affidavit as critical proof,” he said. "The affidavit is one piece of proof ... but |
don't think it is the most important piece of proof in this matter. It doesn't speak to Karl Rove. The question
is whether Karl Rove ever did or said anything to instigate this investigation.”

-A bid for accuracy:

Simpson said that while she personally believes Rove had a role in the federal investigation of Siegelman,
she was careful in her affidavit not to overstate what was said in the conference call, despite complaints
from some who wanted her to more clearly link Rove to the case. Instead, Simpson said, she tried to '
factually recount the call, and in doing so allowed for the possibility that Canary was saying Rove heard
about the investigation or Rove arranged for it. :

"It can be either of the two,” Simpson said. "And mind you, the fact of the matter is, I've heard from half'a
dozen people, "Well, why can't you have said, blah blah blah blah blah?' And I'm like, "l was trying to be
factual ™

~ Simpson said she's also troubled by the fact that the purpose of her affidavit is being ignared by some who
have portrayed it as focusing on Rove's role in the Siegelman case. Rove is mentioned in only one of the 22
paragraphs, she said, in an affidavit that was written to disclose what she belisves is another lawyer's
conflict of interest.

Simpson claims Terry Butts, one of Scmshy'é lawyers, had a conflict of interest in the comuption case
because he earlier had worked for Riley and against Siegelman.

"To be honest with you, | wrote it about Terry Butts. | ended up writing an affidavit about it eventually. And |
stand on it," she said in the interview.

in her affidavit, Simpson states that Butts was involved in the conference call and said he would persuade
Siegelman to drop his challenge of Riley's 2002 victory. Butts and Canary have said the phone call
Simpson refers to in the affidavit never happened.

"l can't have a conflict if the conversation didn't happen,” Butts said Saturday,

Washington comespondent Mary Orndorff conh‘ibutéd to this report. bblackledge@bhamnews.com

© 2007 The Birmingham News
© 2007 al.com All Rights Reserved.
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Bepartment of Justice

Acting United States Attorney Louls V. Franklin, Sr.

Middle District of Alabama
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE ' CONTACT: Retta Goss
Telephone (334) 223-7280
www ysdol goviugapialm  Fax(334) 223-7560

Cell (334) 546-1930

“Neither I nor the 1.8, Attomney’s Office for the Middle District of Alabama (MDAL) have
heretofore seen the affidavit referericed in Time'"s articke, initially entitled “Rove Linked to
Prosecution of Ex-Alabama Govemor,” and later changed to “Rove Named in Alabama
Controversy,” stated Lowis V. Franklin. *Thus, I cannot speak to the affidavit itself or to the
specific allegations made by Dana Jill Simpson except to say that its timing iz suspicious, and
other participants in the alleged conversation say it didn's happen, most notably Terry Butts, who
represented Richard Scrushy during the trial of this case.

1 can, however, state with shsolute ceriainty that the entire story is misleading because Kul
Fove had no role whatsoever in bringing about the investigation or prosecution of former
Govemor Don Siegelman. It is intellectually dishonest to even suggest that Mr. Rove influenced
or had zny inpet into the decision to investigate or prosecute Don Siegelman. That decision was
made by me, Louis V. Franklin, St., as the Acting U.S, Attorney in the case, in conjunction with
the Department of Justice's Public Integrity Section and the Alabama Attomey General’s Office.
Each office dedicated both human and financial resources. Our decision was based solely upen
evidence in the cass, evidence that unequivocslly established that former Governor Siegelman
committed bribery, conspiracy, mail fraud, obstruction of justice, and other serfovs federal
ctimes.

- Our decision to prosccute Don Sicgelman and Richard Scroshy was based upon evidence
uncovesed by foderal and state agents, as well 25 a federal special grand jury which convened in
the case. The investigation was precipitated by evidenca uncovered by & Mobile investigative
reportcr, Eddie Curran, and a series of staries written by him. ‘The investigation began sbout the
time an acticle appeared in the Mobile Press-Register alleging an improper connestion between
then-Govemnar Sicgelman and financial supporter/bosinessman/obbyist, Clayton “Lanny™
Young, menths before Leurs Canary was appointed as the U5, Attemney for the MDAT.

When the investigation first began, Leura Canary was not the U.S. Attomey for the MDAL.
Tnitiatly, the investigation was brought to the attention of the Interim U.S. Attomey, Charles
Niven, a career prosecitor in the U.S. Altomey’s Office. Niven had almost 25 ysars of
experienoe as.an Assistant U.S. Attomey in the offics prior to his appointment as Intexim U.S,
Attorney upon U.S. Attorney Redding Pitt’s (currently attorney of record for Defcndm
Sicgelman in this case) departare.

Exhibit



Ms. Canary became U.S. Attlomey in Scplemnber 2001, In May 2002, very early in the
investigation, and before any significant decisions in the case were made, U.S. Attomey Leura
Canary completely recused herself from the Sisgelman matter, in response to unfounded
accusations that her husband"s Republican ties created a conflict of interest. Although
Department of Fustics officials reviewnd the matter and opined that no conflict, actuel or .
apparent, existed, Canary recused herself anyway to avoid even an appearance of impropriety. I, -
E.ouis V, Frankiin, Sr., was appointed Acting 1.5: Attorney in the ¢ase after Charles Niven
retired in January 2003, 1have made atl decisions on behalf of this office in the case since my
appointment as Acting U.S. Attomey, U.S. Aliomey Canary has had oo involvement in the case,
directly or indirectly, and hns made no decisions in regards to the fnvestigation or proseeution
since her recusal. Immediately following Canary®s recusal, appropriate steps were takendo
ensure that shs had no involvement in the case. Specifically, & firewall was established and all
documents relating o the investigation were moved to an off-site location. The off-site became
the nerve center for most, if not all, work done on thiz case, including but not limited to the
receipt, review, and discussion of evidence gathered during the investigation.

After Canary’s recusal, the investigation proceeded much like any other investigation. Federal
and state agents began tracking leads first developed by investigative reporter Eddie Curran,
leads that eventually led to criminal chatges against local architest Wiltiam Curtis Kirch,
Cleyton “Lanny” Young, and Nick Bailey, an aide 10 the former Governor, Kirsch, Ymmg,
Bailey pled gailty to informations charglng violaons of federad bribery and/or tax crimes on
June 24, 2003.

Armed with cooperation agreements from Bailey, Young and Kimch, the investigation

continued. En June 2004, a special grand jury was convened to forther assist in the investigation.
" An indictment was refuned ynder goal againgt Mr. Siegelman and ex-HeatthSouth CEO Richard
Scrushy on May 17, 2005. The first superseding indictment was fled and made public on
October 26, 2005, charping Siegelman, Scrushy, Siegelman’s former Chicf of Staff Paul
Hamrick, and Sisgelman's Transpottation Director Gary Mack Roberts, Immediately after the
indictment was snnounced, Messs. Scrushy snd Sicgelmen publicly dencunced the indictment
and personally attacked the prosecutors. Those aitacks have continued throughout the case and
have now escalated to charges that Karl Rove had something to do with this investigation or
prosecution. These charpes are simply untrue.

The indictment was solely the product of vidence uncovered through an investigation that
began before Leura Canary became ULS, sttomey and continued for three years after she reoused
herselfl Thave never spoken with or even met Karl Rove, As Acting U.S. Attorney in the cass, I
made the decision to proseente the former Govemor, My decision was based solely on the
evidence uncovered by federal and state agents, as well as the special grand jury, csmbhshmg
that Mr. Siegelman broks the law. :

During the investigation, [ consulted with career prosecitors in the Public Entegrity Section of
Main Juetice to obtain guidance on the prosecution of the former Governor, but 1 alone
maintained the decision-making authority to say yea or nay as to whether or not the U.S.
Attorney's Office for the MDAL would proceed with the prosoccution. Contrary to how the
Pprosecution is porirayed in Adam Zagorin’s Time article, rather than the U.S. Department of



Justice pushing the MDAL to move forwand with the prosecution of former Governor
Siegelman, the push has always come from the Middle Distriet's U.S. Attomey's Office and has
been spearheaded by me a3 the Acting U.S, Attomey in the case, My sole motivation for
pushing the prosecution was a firmly held belief, supported by overwhelming evidence and the
Taw, that former Governor Siegelman had broken the Iaw and traded his public office for
personal and political favors. Ultimately, & jury of former Govemnor Sisgelman’s peers,
consisting of men and women, African-American and Caucasien, agreed and convicted the
former Governor of conspirscy, accepting bribes, and obstructing justice.

1 2m p carcer Assistant U.S. Attorney in the Middle District of Alabsma. Thave served under
both Democratic and Republican appointecs. T take my rols ag a govermnment prosccutor and my
eihical obligations as a lawyer very seriously. Ivalue iy integrity above all-else, 1 would never
pursus a prosecution for political reasons, nor would 1 bring any prosecution not wammted by
the evidence or the law. That siroply did not happen here, no matter what anyone prints.

In the public interest, one other matter needs to be addressed. Former Gov. Siegelman and
Richard Scrushy and others speaking on their behalf have made public claims that the sentence
recommended by the United States is excessive, The sentence recormmended is appropriste
under the edvisory U.S. Sentencing Guidelines when 8}l of the relevant conduet associated with
this case is weighed as required by the Guidelines and well astablished federal law., Asinall
other cases prosecuted by this office, the reconunended sentence is reasonable under the -
Guidelings and existing federal law, The recommended sentence, in bricf, is calculated as
follows; ' :

base offenss level for bribery - 10;

amount of loss andfor expected gain - add 20 levels; .

more than cne bribe - add 2 levels;

obstruction of justice - add 2 levels;

organizer/leader in the offense - add 4 levels;

wpward depearture for systematic pervasive goverament cormuption - zdd 4 Tevels.

The resulting adjusted guideline level of 42 and criminal history category of 1 resulisin a
guideline range of 360 months to life imprisonment. Specific justification and explanation for
this recommendation is fully articulated in ths United States Sentencing Memorandum
(Document Number 589) and United States Motion for Upward Departure for Systematic
Pervasive Corruption {Decument Nurber 591). ‘These documents are available through
accessing the Court’s Pacer system.” :
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U.S. Department of Justice

Office of Legislative Affairs
_Office of the Assistant Attomey General Washington, D.C. 20530
¥ ' : September 4, 2007

The Honorable John Conyers, Jr
Chairman

Committee on the Judiciary
U.S. House of Representatives
‘Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Chairman:

This responds to your letter, dated July 17, 2007, which requested information and
documents in connection with the Committee’s oversight inquiry regarding allegations of
political interference in the matters of United States v. Cyril H. Wecht (W.D. Pa.), United States
v. Georgia Thomps on (E.D. Wis.), and United States v. Don Siegelman (M.D. Ala). We are
sending similar responses to the other Members who joined in your letter to us. We are also
sending copies of this letter to the Chairman and Ranking Minority Member of the Senate
Judiciary Committee, who requested mformauon regardmg the Georgia Thompson matter in a
!etter dated April 10, 2007, :

In response to your request, we searched for documents in the relevant U.S, Attorney’s
Offices, the Criminai Division, the Office of the Deputy Attomey General for the Thompson and
Wecht matters, and the Executive Office for U.S. Aitorneys and the Office of the Attomey
General for the Thompson matter. While our search is continuing and we will supplement our
response if additional documents are found, we have not identified any documents related to
ihese three cases containing communications from White House staff, Members of Congress,
congressional staff, or state and local political party officials or their staff.

The Department has substantial confidentiality interests in predecisional memoranda,
analysis, and other deliberative communications concerning our decisions whether to prosecute
individuals. Prosecution memoranda contain frank assessments of evidence and witnesses,
recommendations, and evaluations of legal issues. We believe that their disclosure would chill
the candid internal deliberations that are essential to the discharge of our law enforcement
responsibilities, Moreover, the disclosure of these types of materials would adversely impact
individual due process and privacy interests. Finally, disclosure would raise substantial
separation of powers concemns and risk compromise to the integrity of the criminal justice -
process. The longstanding Department position was articulated by the Attorney General
(as Counsel to the Presxdent) in a letter to Congressman Burton reg?rding the President’s
assertion of executive privilege over prosecution memoranda:
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[Clongressional access to these kinds of sensitive prosecutorial decisionmaking
documents would threaten to politicize the criminal justice process and thereby
threaten individual Liberty. The Executive Branch is appropriately concerned that
the prospect of congressional review of prosecution or declination memoranda
might lead prosecutors 10 err on the side of investigation or prosecution solely to -

~ avoid political criticism. This would, in turn, undermme public and judicial '
confidence in our law enforcement processes.

Letter to the Honorable Dan Burton, Chainnan, Committee on Government Reform, U.S. House
of Representatives, from Alberto R. Gonzales, Counsel to the President (Jan. 10, 2002).

. Also based on long-standing policy and many of the same considerations, we do not
provide non-public information about pending law enforcement matters. We want to avoid any
perception that the conduct of our criminal investigations and prosecutions is subject to political
influence. Disclosures of such non-public information could also compromise our law
enforcement efforts by revealing our investigative plan and prosecution priorities and damage the
privacy and due process interests of individuals involved. Accordingly, we are not providing
non-public documents relating to our ongoing investigations and prosecutions of Dr. Wecht and
Mr. Siegelman. We believe that the publicly available materials in those cases provide important
information that we hope will be helpful to the Commiitee.

In United States v, Siegelman, Mr. Siegelman was tried and convicted by a jury of federal
funds bribery (18 U.S.C. § 666), conspiracy to commit mail fraud (18 U.S.C. § 371), honest
services mail fraud (18 U.S.C. §§ 1341 and 1346), and obstruction of justice (18 U.S.C. § 1512).
Subsequently, Mr. Siegelman filed an appeal of his conviction and sentence in the United States
Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit. This case was brought by career prosecutors,
following the May 2002 recusal of U.S. Attorney Leura Canary, based upon the law and the
evidence. The appeal is pending and has not yet been briefed by the parties. Although, as
discussed above, we cannot provide deliberative documents relating to the charging decision in
this matter, we have enclosed publicly-available materials which provide background on the
government’s position in the case. Presently, we are continuing to search for potentially
responsive documents, and we will supplement this response when that process is completed.

The focus of recent controversy has been a May 2007 affidavit signed by Alabama
attorney Jill Simpson. Ms. Simpson signed the affidavit almost & year after Mr. Siegelman’s
conviction, and it has never been filed in the case. In the affidavit, Ms. Simpson claims to have

“overheard statements she attributes to U.S, Attomey Leura Canary’s husband. The national
media has interpreted the alleged statements as Jinking the prosecution of former Governor
Siegelman to Karl Rove. .
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At the time Ms. Simpson alleges the purported statements were made; Mr. Siegelman was
already under federal investigation. The existence of the investigation had been widely reported
in newspapers and television reports, some released more than ten months before the alleged
conversation. The alleged conversation described by Ms. Simpson has been denied by all of the
alleged participants except Ms. Simpson. Indeed, even Mr, Siegelman states that Ms. Simpson’s.
affidavit is false as it relates to him. Moreover, according to Ms. Simpson, she met with
M, Siegelman and his co-defendant Richard Scrushy for several months before signing the
statement at their urging. She also claims to have provided legal advice to them. She contends
she drafted but did not sign a motion filed by Mr. Scmshy seeking to have the federal judgc
removed from the case.

| Finaily, your letter mentions allegations of jury tampering that were raised in the case.
The defendants made these allegations the basis of several motions for relief. The Court
conducted an extensive investigation into the allegations of juror misconduct, conducting two
evidentiary hearings and calling all twelve jurors to the stand to answer numerous questions
under oath. Following its independent investigation, the Court found no basis for a new trial
~ under the governing authorities. The Court’s order on the issue is included among the documents
furnished to you with this letter. The Court’s ruling on that issue is encompassed by the appeal
now pending in the Eleventh Circuit Court of Appeals. -

In United States v. Wecht, the grand jury returned an indictment on January 20, 2006, and
trial is now set for January 28, 2008. Dr. Wecht is charged in 84 counts with using government
resources for his private gain and defrauding his private clients in violation of 18 U.S.C. §§ 1341,
1343, 1346, and 666. Although trial was originally scheduled for October 2006, a date requested
by Dr. Wecht, this initial trial date was stayed by the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit
while it considered the government’s interlocutory appeal of an order unsealmg certain personnel

records of an agent involved in the investigation.

Enclosed‘ are publicly-avai]able materials which provide background on the
govermment’s position in the Wecht case. These materials also serve to correct several factual
inaccuracies which appear in your letter about this case. First, your letter states that the U. S.
Attorney’s Office “urged the courts to set the trial in October, 2006, a month before the
congressional elections,” and that the trial was postponed “only after the federal appeals court
agreed to hear motions by Dr. Wecht's attorneys.” Both allegations are demonstrably inaccurate.,
The enclosed transeript, dated February 10, 2006, states:

M., Johnson [Dr. Wecht’s counsel]: One thing that will determine when it would be
timely to go to trial from the standpoint of the defense will have to do with discovery

. because there will be a certain amount of discovery that we need before we can file
pretrial motions, number one . . . I think that we would probably not be ready to go to
trial, based on our need to review the documents and file motions, until at the very
earliest Septemiber. .
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"The Court: Then I would also like your proposed order to choose one of these trial dates
with the knowledge that you have got to hold this date . . . So the first date you get is _
September 5th. Second date you get is September 11th. The third date you get is October
17th. Does the Government need more than those three dates‘?

Mr. Stallings {Government counsel]: No, your Honor. Either of those would be ﬂne.

The Court: You don’t need ~ you just have to work together. Are those sufficient dates -
for the Defendant to pick a date that works? -

Mr. Johnson: They are, your Honor, yes, Sir,

Subsequently, Dr. Wecht’s counsel, not the government, selected the October 2006 trial
date, which was embodied in a joint pretrial order filed on March 1, 2006. Moreover, Dr. Wecht
never filed a motion to continue the trial. Instead, the government, Dr. Wecht, and third party
media outlets filed various interlocutory appeals. The Third Circuit, on its own initiative, stayed
- the trial in connection with the government’s appeal and the media outlet’s appeal, not the
defendant’s interlocutory matter. (See District Court Order, dated June 14, 2007, stating
“Defendant sought, but did not receive, from the Court of Appeals, a ‘stay [of] district court
proceedings pending disposition of petition for writ of mandamus.’ Instead, the Court of
Appeals stayed only the trial, and the Court’s stay order was not filed at that Court’s case number
for defendant’s mandamus action (06-3704), but only at the case numbers for the other related

appeals.”).

Your letter also alleged that the U.S. Attomey’s Office “intended to arrest Dr. Wecht and
subject him to a *perp walk,’ even though Dr. Wecht and his lawyers repeatedly offered to self-
surrender,” and suggested that only the intervention of the Deputy Attorney General convinced
the U.S. Attorney to reassess this decision, As court filings demonstrate, this allegation is
inaccurate. On January 18, 2000, First Assistant U.S, Attorney Robert Cessar informed
Dr. Wecht’s then-counsel, J. Alan Johnson, that Dr. Wecht would be issued a summons to
appear, not arrested on a warrant. (See Cessar affidavit §§ 6-7). However, Dr. Wecht does not
claim to have contacted the Office of the Deputy Attorney General about this issue until
January 19, 2006. Id.

Finally, the sole source cited in your letter to support the allegations of a threatened arrest
and “perp walk” is an article quoting extrajudicial statemnents of Dr. Wecht’s counsel. The
district court has since referred the matter of counsel’s extrajudicial statements in the case to the
- Disciplinary Board of the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania for a determination of whether they
violate the Rules of Professional Conduct. (See District Court Order, dated June 20, 2007).
Indeed, as demonstrated in the attached filings, a significant concern in this case has been

defense counsel’s repeated extrajudicial staterents, and not the single announcement made by
the U.S. Attorney upon Dr. Wecht’s indictment.
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With respect to your inquiry regarding United States v. Georgia Thompson, Ms. Thompson,
- a former official in the State of Wisconsin Department of Administration, was tried and convicted
by a jury of honest services mail fraud (18 U.S.C. §§ 1341 and 1346) and misapplication of funds
(18 U.S.C. § 666). As you know, the United States Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit
recently issued a written opinion reversing the conviction and entering a judgment of acquittal. We
appreciate the Committee’s interest in information about the decision to prosecute in this case, and
the U.S. Attorney, Steven Biskupic, is prepared to provide an informational, untranscribed briefing
to Committee staff and answer their questions about that matter. This briefing can be scheduled at
a mutually convenient time in the near future.

In response to your request, we searched for responsive documents in the U.S. Attorney’s

" Office in the Eastern District of Wisconsin, the Exécutive Office for U.S. Attorneys (EOUSA), the

Criminal Division, the Office of the Attorney General, and the Office of the Deputy Attorney-
- General. As we have discussed with Committee staff, the U.S. Attomey’s Office has advised that
the documents responsive to your request for memoranda and other materials concerning the
- Thompson case are voluminous and the processing of those materials would require an extensive
commitment of resources and time. They include pleadings, exhibits, correspondence, briefs, legal
memoranda, transcripts, appellate materials, discovery documents, and other records, many of
which are publicly filed and available through the PACER docketing system. We could process
these documents if necessary, but given their volume and ready availability on PACER, the
Committee may prefer to obtain them from that source. -

- Inaddition to the foregoing and the documents already provided to the Committee on
May 17, 2007, enclosed are 27 pages of documents responsive to your request. We have redacted
information that would implicate the privacy interests of Department of Justice employees, such as
the names of technical support staff who conducted the searches in response to your request. We
have also redacted non-public information about matters unrelated to the Thompson case and a
small amount of text that implicates the privacy interests of staff in the U.S. Attorney’s Office. We
have also not included documents which contain grand jury information, pursuant to Rule 6(¢) of
the Pederal Rules of Criminal Procedure. As previously indicated, our search has not located
documents containing communications from White House staff, Members of Congress,
congressional staff, or state and local political party officials and their staff related to this matter

Our search for materials responsive 1o your request concemning the Georgia Thompson case
yielded a number of other documents which we believe reflect deliberations and communications
implicating substantial confidentiality interests of the Department. These include U.S. Aitorney
Biskupic’s notes and one letter written in the course of the investigation memorializing
conversations with attorneys of persons of interest who were not indicted; pre-indictment
documents, including emails, letters, and memoranda, regarding the resolution of a potential
conflict of interest which arose concerning individnals who were investigated, but never indicted;
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and a memorandum from U.S. Attorney Biskupic to the Criminal Division requesting authorization
to issue a media subpoena pursuant to 28 C.F.R. § 50.10, and a subsequent 2-page email on this -
topic. _ :

We hope that the documents we are presently producing, in addition to an untranscribed
briefing provided by U.S. Attorney Biskupic, will satisfy your inquiry. However, we are prepared
to confer with Committee staff if you have further information needs. Please do not hesitate to

“contact this office if we may be of further assistance on this or any other matter,

Sinéerer,

Brian A. Benczkogski

Principal Deputy Assistant Attorney General
Enclosures

cc: The Honorable Lamar Smith
Ranking Minority Member

The Honerable Patrick . Leahy
Chairman, Senate Judiciary Committee

The Honorable Arlen Specter :
Ranking Minority Member, Senate Judiciary Committee
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Siegelman aides contradict main part of Simpson affidavit
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HEADLINE: Siegelman aides contradict main part of Simpson affidavit
BYLINE: By BOB JOHNSON, Associated Press Writer

DATELINE: MONTGOMERY Ala,

BODY:

An affidavit cited amid claims that former Gov. Don Siegelman may have been the target of a politicized probe
contains an assertion that even the Siegelman camp discounts that he dropped his call for a recount in the 2002
governor's race because an apparent dirty trick was about to be exposed.

The affidavit by attorney J il Simpson of Rainsville, a campaign worker in Republican Bob Riley's race against
Siegetman, has set off controversy over its statement indicating GOP political operatives played a role in the Justice
Deparithent's pursuit of the promlnent Democrat,

But most of the affidvit is devoted to an entirely different matter 2 man believed to be a Democrat putting Riley
signs near the site of a planned Ku Klux Klan rally, and how the threat to expose the apparent dm:y trick forced
Siegleman to concede. _

Siegleman aides at the time say it didn't happen that way, although they feel the more widely reported part of
Simpson's affidavit is on target.

Montgomery attorney Joe Espy, who represented Siegelman in the 2002 election challenge, said Thursday he doesn't
recall any discussion of a Klan rally in the days before Siegelman dropped his challenge.

"I never heard that. I was never around any talk like that," Espy said.

Espy said he remembers Sregelman dropped the challenge for several reasons, including: "He had concern about
tearing the state up.”

He said Siegelman was also worried about the expense of a protracted election cballenge and that the final decr.s:on '
would be made by the Republican majority Alabama Supreme Court.

Simpson did not return phone calls secking comment Thursday and her office said media calls to Simpson are being
referred to Montgomery attorney Priscilla Duncan. Duncan did not immediately return a calf seeking comment.

Siegelman, convicted of bribery and other charges with former HealthSouth CEQ Richard Scrushy, is in federal
prison and was not available for comment. But in an interview prior to entering prison, he told the Montgomery
statehouse reporter for New York Times regional papers in Alabama that he dropped out because he did not want a
repeat of Al Gore's challenge of the 2000 presidential race.

Siegelman also has praised other parts of Simpson’s affidavit and said it supports his belief that his prosecution was
politically motivated. The lead federal prosecutor in Siegelman's trial, Louis Franklin, issued a lengthy statement



this week denouncing claims of a politicized prosecution and noted that even Siegelman had discredited the part of
the affidavit about the Riley signs at a Klan rally. :

Siegelman's campaign press secretary in 2002, R]p Andrews, said he doesti't remember any « discussion of a Klan
rally. -

But he said he doesn't discount the substance of Simpson's affidavit.
"It made sense that the Republicans would do anything to get Siegelman to concede," Andrews said.

In the affidavit, Simpson said she took pictures of the man placing Riley carpaign signs near the site of the planned
Klan rally. And she recounts that attorney Terry Butts planned to use that information to get Siegelman to drop his
challenge.

She said in the affidavit she received a call later that day from Riley's son and campaign manager, Rob Riley, who
told her: "Terry Buits had talked with Don Siegelman and that Don Siegelman would be resigning before the ten
o'clock news."

Sie_gehnah did resign that evening, but along with his dismiséal of her account, Butts also has denied that _Siege]man
told him the Riley signs at the Klan site were any factor in his concession.

Batts also said an alleged conference call described by Simpson never took place. Rob Riley has said‘he doesn't
remember any such call. Simpson's affidavit says the indication of political pressure in the Siegelman probe was .
made in that call.

University of Alabama political scientist Bill Stewart said it would be unlikely a veteran politician like Siegelman
- would drop out because of the kind of prank that happens during many campaigns.

"I can't imagine someone dropping out for sométhmg like this," Stewart said. "Those sorts of things happen in
campaigns. It's not something to be proud of, but on the scale of things that have happened in Alabama campalgns 1
don't find it to be very important."

LOAD-DATE: July 20, 2007
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A Conspiracy So Lunatic...

Only 60 Minutes could fall for it.
by John H. Hinderaker - _
05/26/2008, Volume 013, Issue 35

Jill Simpson is an unusual woman. A lawyer, she has scratched out an uncertain living in DeKalb
County, Alabama. Fellow DeKalb County lawyers describe her as "a very strange person” who "lives
in her own world." The daughter of rabid Democrats, she has rarely if ever been known to participate
in politics as even a Jow-level volunteer. Yet today, she is a minor celcbnty who is unvaryingly
described in the pressas a "Republican operative.” Those who know her in DeKalb County scoff at
the idea that she is a Republican at all.

Recently, Simpson's house and law office were on the auction block. Rumor has it that she is leaving
DeKalb County for good and heading for the suburbs of Washington, D.C. Jill Simpson, who barely
got by in Alabama, is now toasted by the national Democratic party and featured on network and

- cable news. All this because she has testified--without a shred of supporting ewdence--to a
conspiracy so vast as to be not just implausible, but ridiculous.

Simpson. cla1ms to have participated in a phone conversation with several Alabama Republicans in
which she was made privy to a plot involving the Republican governor of Alabama, Bob Riley, a
former justice of the Alabama Supreme Court, a federal judge, two United States attorneys, several
assistant United States attorneys, the Air Force, and, apparently 12 jurors, to "railroad” former
governor Don Siegelman into his 2006 conviction for bribery and mail fraud. Every person whose
name Simpson has invoked has labeled her story a fantasy, including Siegelman; she claimed to have
played a key role both in his giving up his unsuccessful contest of the 2002 gubernatorial election
and in his defense of the criminal charges against him.

Normally one might expect a person of uncertain mental health who alleged such a comprehensive
conspiracy to be ushered quietly offstage. Instead, in late February, CBS's 60 Minutes gave hera
starring role. This can be explained only by the fact that Simpson included in her fable, as she related
it to CBS, a final conspirator: Karl Rove, who, according to Simpson, orchestrated the plot against
Siegelman. , ,

In her 60 Minutes interview, Simpson claimed to have been Rove's secret agent in Alabama. She said
that during Siegelman's term as governor of Alabama, Rove had asked her to follow Siegelman
around and try to get photographs of him "in a compromising sexual position" with one of his aides.
This led to one of the great moments in recent broadcast history:

60 Minutes's Scott Pelley Were you surprised that Rove made this request?
Simpson: No.

Pelley: Why not?

Simpson: I had had other requests for intelligence before.

http://www.weeklystandard.com/Uti]ities/pri_nter _preview.asp?idArticle=15117&R=13B4... 7/18/2008
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Pelley: From Karl Rove?
Simpson: Yes.

Pelley was at a crossroads: He knew that either (1) he was on the verge of uncovering a whole series
of Rovian plots, the stuff of which Pulitzers are made, or (2) he was talking to a lunatic. Intuiting, no
doubt, which way the conversation was likely to go, Pelley discreetly chose not to inquire further.

Simpson can offer no evidence that she has ever spoken to or met Karl Rove. Moreover, when she
told her story of the alleged conspiracy against Don Siegelman to John Conyers's House Judiciary
Commiitee staff, she said that she heard references to someone named "Carl" in the aforementioned
telephone conversation--she made the natural inference that this must be Karl Rove--but never
offered the blockbuster claim that Rove himself had recruited her to spy on Siegelman. Neither in the
affidavit that she submitted to the committee, nor in 143 pages of sworn testimony that she gave to -
the committee's staff; did she ever claim to have met Karl Rove, spoken to Karl Rove, or carried out
any secret spy missions on his behalf, even though the whole point of her testimony was to try to spin
out a plot against Siegelman that was ostensibly led by someone named "Carl."

60 Minutes chose to hIghhght S:mpson s claim that she was Rove's secret agent without telling its
viewers that this sensational allegation had been altogether absent from her sworn accounts.
Subsequently, MSNBC's Dan Abrams invited Simpson to repeat her slur against Rove. This
prompted Rove to write to Abrams; posing a series of questions about whether Abrams had used
elementary journalistic methods to check the accuracy of Simpson's account.

Rove's letter drew a response from Abrams:

'[Y]ou wrote, "Did it not bother you Ms. Simpson failed to mention [in her sworn
statement to House Judiciary Committee staff] the claim she made to CBS for their Feb.
24, 2008 story, that you then repeated on Feb. 25th?"

' Fair question. Which is why I asked her the following on Feb. 25, 2008: ABRAMS: And
why have you never mentioned before the allegations of Rove and the pictures?

SIMPSON: Well, let me explain something to you. I talked fo congressional
investigators, Dan. And when I talked to those congressional investigators I told them
that I had followed Don Siegelman and tried to get pictures of him cheating on his wife.

However, they suggested to' me that that was not relevant because there was nothing
, illegal about that and they'd just prefer that not come up at the hearing that day.

Put aside the fact that before she was interviewed by House Democratic staffers, Simpson submitted
an affidavit on the alleged conspiracy. In her affidavit, she did not claim that she had ever met Rove,
let alone been his secret agent in Alabama. What MSNBC found plausible was Simpson's suggestion
that House Democratic staffers got their hands on the story that Karl Rove had tried to get
compromising photographs of the governor of Alabama and they hushed it up' The credulity of
modern journahsts apparently knows no bounds.

Simpson's story is unbelievable and contradictory on so many levels that it cannot bear a moment's

inspection. (Wholly unexplained, for example, is why, if Rove or anyone else wanted to spy on the
governor of Alabama, he would assign the task to a conspicuously large redhead with no experience
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as an investigator and no ties to the Republican party, rather than hire a professional investigator.)

. But that has not prevented her from being hailed as a hero by the Democratic party. Citing her '
testimony, John Conyers has threatened to subpoena Karl Rove to testify before his committee.
Siegelman himself has called her a "great Amierican,” while simultaneously acknowledgmg that her
story, insofar as it claims a relationship with him, is false.

Siegelman’s embrace of Simpson is understandable. He is facing seven years in a federal prison; any
port in'a storm. But what explains CBS's and MSNBC's decision to peddle her fable?

Karl Rove has become the man who cannot be libeled. Any story that includes his name is treated as
self-authenticating, requiring neither supporting evidence nor the barest plausibility. Having
committed the unforgivable sin of contributing to two successful Repubhcan presidential campaigns,
Rove has become, for American mcdla, the equivalent of an outlaw, possessmg no rights that must be
respected. :

John H. Hmderaker is a contributor to the blog Power Line and a contributing writer to The Daily .
Standard.
' © Copyright 2008, News Corpo_ratl_on, Weekly Standard, All Rights Reserved.
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Sunday, February 24, 2008
ALGOP Statement Regarding Jill Slmpson ] Accusatlons to Alr on 60 Mmutes

Statement by Alabama Republican Party. Chalrrnan Mike Hubbard on the Dana Jill Simpson Accusations Aired by
CBS’ 60 Minutes ,

CBS News and 60 Minutes’ disdain for the Republican Party brought them embarrassment when they ran a bogus and
fraudulent story about President Bush and his Naticnal Guard record in the fall of 2004 ~ uitimately admitting to-not having
followed “basic journalistic principles”. It appears that same revuision for the GOP is bringing them embarrassment cnce
again as they air yet another fiction. Today, the staff of the New York Times must be relieved they are not alone in having
their liberal political bias examined on the national stage.”

It is becoming apparent that Dana Jill Simpson will fabricate any claim in order to extend her 15 minutes in the public
spotlight. As the Assoclated Press pointed out this week, she has never before mentioned her most recent accusations about
Karl Rove '...in spite of testifying to congressional lawyers for hours last year, submitting a sworn affidavit and speaking
extensively with reporters’. This is not the first time someone has noticed that her story has changed {see attached). I am
sure it will not be the last.

"Our staff has done an exhaustive search of Alabama Republican Party records going back several years, and we can find

not one instance of Dana Jill Simpson volunteering or working on behalf of the Alabama Republican Party - as stated by 60

Minutes reporter Scott Petley. Nor can we find anyone within the Republican Party leadership in Alabama who has ever so

much as heard of Dana Jill Simpson untit she made her first wave of accusations last summer in an adeaV|t originally
released only to the New York Times.
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Response to Day 1 Scope Objections re Questions on Appointment of US -
Attorneys

During the first day of this interview, counsel for the former Administration
objected that questions regarding the nomination process for U.S. Attorneys Chris
Christie and Dunn Lampton were outside the scope of the Agreement Concerning
Accommodation which establishes the terms for the conduct of this interview.

The Agreement Concerning Accommodation which establishes the terms for
this interview allows questions on “facts relating to . . . the alleged decisions to
retain certain U.S. Attorneys” and “facts relating to . . . any allegations of selective
prosecution.” As all parties know, during the settlement negotiations a group of
specific U.S. Attorneys was identified as to whom such questions would be
allowed, and that group including U.S. Attorneys Christie and Lampton.

Questions regarding the selection and nomination of these U.S. Attorneys
are designed to elicit facts regarding allegations of selective prosecution and facts
regarding the Administration’s decision to retain these U.S. Attorneys despite
criticisms of their performance. For example, questions whether the political
power of Democratic trial lawyers in Mississippi or alleged corruption in the state
Jjudiciary were discussed with Dunn Lampton when he was being considered for

“nomination as United States attorney are plainly relevant to the Committee’s
investigation of his decision to prosecute Democratic trial attorney Paul Minor and
state Judge Diaz, Teel, and Whitfeld. Facts regarding Mr. Lampton’s nomination
and political support are also relevant to understanding the former
Administration’s decision to keep him off the US Attorney removal list even
though his performance and judgment were sharply questioned by both David
Margolis and Jim Comey multiple times during the development of the removal
list. Similarly, US Attorney Chris Christie was identified as a possible candidate
for removal by Department officials in fall 2006, but was not added to the list.
Facts regarding Mr. Christie’s political support and his politically-charged
decision to publicize his investigation of Senator Robert Menendez in advance of
the 2006 election are relevant to understanding this decision.
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